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Dear Cousin, 

My husband and I are in our tenth month of living here in the beautiful Blue Ridge Moun
tains, and every day we are happier than the day before! Winter has set in after a spectacular 
display of fall colors and we continue to keep busy settling in and entertaining visiting 
friends and relatives. 

The more I learn the more I realize just how special our RASNICK-RASNAKE-RASNIC 
FAMILY really is. We are truly blessed. But as many of you know , these blessings have 
been tempered by the great sadness of the illnesses and passing of so many of our beloved 
ones this past year. In our evergrowing obituary section, you will see the announcement of 
the passing of a great lady, our cousin Mabel Rasnake. Mabel had the distinction of having 
been born a Rasnake and also of marrying a Rasnake! As many of you will remember, 
Mabel has been featured in the Newsletter several times in the past, including in a reprint of 
a newspaper clipping showing her demonstrating the art of making hominy. She was also 
gracious enough to allow me to visit her home and interview her last Thanksgiving. Also in 
the obits , you'll find a tribute to the extraordinary life of Hetty Sutherland, who passed 
away in June at the age of 102. While Hetty's husband E. J. Sutherland is rightfully 
acknowledged as the premiere historian of many of the founding families of Southwest 



Virginia, it is Hetty, who after her husband's death, is credited as the force behind getting his 
data compiled into book form and published for our benefit. It is astounding to think of how 
much history of the RASNICK-RASNAKE-RASNIC FAMILY that would have been lost 

forever if it had not been for her efforts in publish

Brownlo Grizzel I I
 

ing books like "John Counts 01 Glade Hollow
(Southwest Virginia) 1722-1977" and "Pioneer 
Recollections". Also included among the other 
family obituaries is the announcement of my own 
dear father, Byrl Rasnick's death, who passed 
away in early October after battling illness for many 
months. And although he is greatly missed, my 
family and I are thankful that he is finally at rest. 

On to a happier note, I'm excited to feature in this 
issue of the Rasnick Family Newsletter two stories 
that I think you will really enjoy contributed by 
M ina Summerton. The first is about Elijah 
Rasnick, who was Mina's great grandfather, and 
the second is about Elijah's daughter Ruth, who 
was Mina's grandmother. As many of you know, 
Elijah Rasnick 

was a noted herb doctor, and fortunately for us, there has 
been much written about him over the years. 

We still have a researcher commissioned in Germany 
searching for evidence of the Ruehrschneck Family there, 
however progress continues to be slow and I have no new 
information to share with you about it at this time. Regard
ing research here in our own country, many cousins 
continue to gather, record and share genealogy data, and 
I am very pleased to say that I was able to interview four 
more cousins while in Virginia for the Reunion in 
August. They were: Brownlo Grizzel, still incredible at 92 
years of age, Gay Lee Deel, Hassie Meade of Coeburn 
and Fannie Rasnake Kelly. I want to specially thank them 
and their families for sharing their homes and memories 
with me, so that I will one day be able to share them with 
all of you! 

I was particularly thrilled to visit with a gracious and elegant lady, Gay Lee Deel, who is 
Elijah Rasnick's granddaughter. Gay still lives on and cares for Elijah and Phoebe Rasnick's 
homeplace, and it is Gay and her mother, Eliza Rasnick Lee, who are the sources for the 

Gay Lee 

Deel 
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"OldTime-Herb Doctor" story. I can't thank Gay 
enough for so warmly welcoming me into her home 
and sharing so much family history with me. She 
allowed me to take pictures of the herb doctor's old 
homeplace, and to walk freely in his garden, which 
she still lovingly tends. As she told me during our 
visit, Elijah Rasnick was truly a man ahead of his 
time, and I can't imagine anyone better to serve as 
steward of his legacy than Gay. Thanks also to 
Mina Summerton, Tena Mullins Slason and Lynn 
Rasnake Thompson for setting these interviews up 
for me! (Hope I didn't leave anyone out...if so, please 
accept my apologies.) 

With so much going on recently, our Newsletter is so 
full that we'll have to postpone the next installment 

of our Cemetery Project till another time. Please continue to send in cemetery and military 
service information, along with news, photos and stories for future issues. I'm also planning on 
featuring stories on the topics below and will need your contributions of information and 
pictures. 

*Rasnick Women 

Hassie Meade 

*Rasnick Teachers
 
*Rasnick Doctors, Midwives, Nurses, etc.
 

*Rasnick Coal Miners
 
*Rasnick Owned Businesses
 

*Rasnick Politicians, Judges, Lawyers
 
*Rasnick Ministers
 

*Rasnick Youth (special achievements, sports, etc.)
 

You can send your items via email or through the post 
office. Both of my addresses are on the back cover. And 
if you need your originals back, let me know, I'll be 
happy to return them to you! \ 

Till next time, <r. ".) ~. 
God Bless, ,~(J 

, ~$~ 

Fannie Rasnake 

Kelly 
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(I IL-- --------"I -II 
Civil War Pension 

Application
 

Jacob William Rasnake
 

Transcribed by: Frieda Patrick Davison 

Below I have transcribed the Civil War Pension Application for Jacob William Rasnake. Note that the 
application name is spelled Rasnake and he signed his name Rasnick. 

I have transcribed as written. The words that are preceded by and followed by a blank line are the
 
places that had to be filled in by the applicant.
 

Also note that the numbering for the questions is incorrect after #18. The form itselfwas printed
 
incorrectly.

(11,---------------. II
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1-
Pension Form No.2 
Application of Soldier, Sailor or Marine for Disability by Reason of Disease of the Infirmities of Age 

_J. W. Rasnake-, do hereby apply for aid under the act of the General Assembly of Virginia, 
approved April 2, 1902, and subsequent by an act approved March 10, 1908, entitled an act to aid the 
citizens of Virginia who were disabled by wounds received during the war between the States while 
serving as soldiers, sailors, or marines of Virginia, and such as served during the said war as soldiers, 
sailors, or marines of Virginia, who are now disabled by disease contracted during the war, or by the 
infirmities of age, and the widows of soldiers, sailors, or marines of Virginia who lost their lives in 
said service, or whose death resulted from wounds received or disease contracted in said service, and 
providing penalties for violating the provisions of this act, and I do solemnly swear that I am a citizen 
of the State of Virginia, resident at Rasnake in the _County_ of _Russell_ in the said State, and 
that I have been an actual resident of the said State for two years, and of the said city (or county) for 
one year next preceding the date of this application, and that I was a soldier (sailor or marine) of the 
State of Virginia in the war between the United States and the Confederate States, as a member of 
(here state specifically the command and branch of the service to which the applicant belonged, and 
the names of his immediate superior officers) _Capt. M V. Ball, Co. G, 22nd Va. Co commanded by 
Col. Henry Bowen_. And that from the effects of such disease I am now permanently disabled and 
the cause from which it resulted) _by reason of old age being 67 years old _" And that from the 
effects of such disease I am now permanently disabled from following my usual and ordinary 
occupation or any other occupation for a livelihood (in the case of disability from the infirmities of 
age, strike out all relating to disability by disease, and then proceed as follows:) and that I am now 
suffering from the infirmities of age, and permanently incapacitated thereby from following my usual 
and ordinary occupation or any other occupation for a livelihood (here state specifically the nature and 
character of the disability which prevents the applicant from following any occupation for a livelihood 
_from old age and decrepity. And that during the said war I was loyal and true to my duty, and never, 
at any time, deserted my command or voluntarily abandoned my post of duty in the said service, and 
that by reason of such disability I am now entitled to receive, under the said act the sum of _twenty 
two_ dollars annually. And I do further swear that I do not hold any national, state, city or county 
office, which pays me in salary or earn Two Hundred dollars per annum; nor have I an income from 
any other employment or any source whatever which amounts to Two Hundred dollars per annum; nor 
do I receive from any source whatever money or other means of support amounting in value to the 
sum of Two Hundred dollars per annum; nor do I own in my own right, nor does anyone hold in trust 
for my benefit or use, nor does my wife own, nor does anyone hold in trust for my wife, estate or 
property, either real, persona, or mixed, either in lieu or for life, of the assessed value of Seven 
Hundred and Fifth dollars; (But a soldier, sailor or marine who is entitled to be placed in Class A or B 
shall have the amount hereto before provided for him, unless he or his wife has an estate of the assess 
value of one thousand dollars, but also that a soldier, sailor or marine who has reached the age of 
eighty years shall have the amount herin before provided for him, unless he or his wife shall have an 
estate of the assessed value of fifteen hundred dollars; provided, that the actual amount due or unpaid 
upon any deed of trust or mortgage to secure the payment of a debt shall be deducted from the 
assessed value of the property of claimants under this act); nor do I receive any aid or pension from 
any other State, or from the United Sates, or from any other source, and that I am not an inmate of any 
soldiers' home, and I do further swear that the answers given to the following questions are true: 

1. What is your Age? 67 years 

2. Where were you born? Russell Co., Va. 

._..- . 
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3. How long have you resided in Virginia? All my life 

4. How long have you resided in the city or county of your present residence? All my life 

5. What is your usual and ordinary occupation for earning a livelihood? farming 

6. How long have you followed such occupation or employment? Since old enough 

7. Have you followed such occupation or employment, or any other occupation or employment 
within the last two years? If so, state when and where and the amount of your annual income 
from the same? No 

8. State specifically the nature of your disability or disease. Old age 

9. What were the causes which led to the disease which has resulted in your disability? 

10. How long have you suffered from such disease, and when did you first become aware that 
you were afflicted with the same? 

11. With what disease or sickness did you suffer during the time of your service? 

12. Are you totally disabled because of such disease, or the infirmities of age, from following 
your usual and ordinary occupation or employment, or any other occupation or employment, by 
which to earn a livelihood? Partially disabled. 

13. When and where did you enter the service of Virginia, or of the Confederate States? In 
Russell County 1862 

14. In what command and service were you engaged during the war between the states? Co. G, 
22 Va. Cavalry 

15. How long were you in the service? Until the close of the war 

16. When did you leave the service of Virginia, or of the Confederate States? At the close of 
war. 

17. If suffering from illness, state what physician or physicians have attended you for the same? 
Dr. Taulby 

18. Give the names and addresses of two or more in the service of your command, if any such 
be living, and if not, so state. Andy J. Stevons, John C. Lockhart 

19. Give here any other information you may possess relating to your service, or disability, that 
will support the justice of your claim for aid. 

20. (misnumbered on the form as 18): Is there any camp of confederate veterans in the city or 
county of your residence? Yes 

21. (misnumbered on the form as 19): Is there anyone living, the residence and address of 
whom is know to you, either comrade or otherwise who had knowledge of your service and of 
the cause of your disability? If so or not, state. Jacob Barton, Jasper Skeen, & James Rasnake 
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II~e: my hand this _25th_day of _April_ 190_8_ 

J. W. Rasnick 

I, _John Skeen_ a _Justice ofthe peace_ in and for the of _Russell_ in the State of 
Virginia do certify that _J. W. Rasnake_ whose name is signed to the foregoing application, personally 
appeared before me in my _County_aforesaid, having the aforesaid application read to him and fully 
explained, as well as the statements and answers therein made , the said _J.W. Rasnake_ made oath 
before me that the said statements and answers are true. 

John Skeen, J.P . 

(A) 

Oath of Resident witness 

We _Georg W. Kiser_ and _Joseph Rasnak_ do solemnly swear that we are residents of the _County_ 
of _Russell_ in the said state, and that we have known personally and well for _Fifteen [but is marked 
through] years, _J. W. Rasnake_ whose name is signed to the annexed application for aid under the act 
of the General Assembly of Virginia, approved April 1, 1902, and subsequent act as amended by an 
act approved March 10, 1908 and that the said _J. W. Rasnake_ is a resident of the said county (or 
city) and is a man of good reputation for truth and honesty and that we have read the annexed 
application and the answers to the questions therein propounded, made by the said applicant, and verily 
believe that the said applicant has been truthful in the said statements and answers and that from our 
personal knowledge the applicant is disabled (state the character of the disability and whether it is 
partial or total) yartial_, we verily believe the said applicant is justly entitle to aid under the said act 
and that we have no personal interest in the allowances of the applicant's claim. 

G. W. Kiser _ 

Confederate Soldiers' Reunion - Russell Co., Va. 1912 

• • I I ••
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OLD TIMEY-HERB
 
DOCTOR
 

"Old Timey-Herb Doctor" originally 
appeared in Mountain Life and Work. 
April, 1978. Elmer Rasnick and Sandra 
Lane interviewed Mrs. Eliza Rasnick Lee, 
who was eighty-one years old at the time. 
She was recalling the story ofher father, 
Doctor Elijah Rasnick. 

Additional portions have been added to 
this version by Mina Summerton which 
include elements ofa story written by 
Elijah's granddaughter, Gay Lee Deel, 
who still lives on and cares for Elijah and 
Phoebe Rasnick's homeplace on Coon 
Branch. 

Elijah Rasnick was born at 
Cleveland, Virginia, on April 
7, 1857, and he died on 
March 19, 1943, at 83 years 
of age. His parents were 
James Harvey and Margaret 
Counts Rasnick. 

DJ(. ELlHH HASN ICK 
U'liil J857-LJi ...1 1943 

IIPhoebe Rasnick Elijah 

was scared when settled with his bride, Phoebe Loucynthia Smith Rasnick, on 

she heard wolves Coon Branch, on a parcel of land given to Phoebe by her 

h I, IIoWing... father, James Smith. At that time the land was covered with a 
forest, except clearings made by Indians for their camps and 
"burial mounds". There were several "mounds" on this place. 
Elijah built a one room log cabin with hand-hewn logs, and 

wood shingles for a roof made by hand. Heat came from a rock chimney 
daubed with mud. When first they moved in, they didn't have a door. Phoebe 
Rasnick was scared when she heard wolves howling just above the house in a 
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clearing. At night wildcats and panthers screamed, traveled and tried to get at 
the cured meat. 

After their first child was school age, Elijah started on the big house. This was 
to be a two-story house with hand-hewn shingles on the roof and weather 
boarded. This house took a long time to build, as it had two fireplaces and two 
chimneys. Before the chimneys were made, bricks had to be made. The chil
dren were kept from school for thirty days while bricks were being made. 
Neighbors gathered in to help, for they needed bricks, too. 

Sheriff Jeff Kiser, who married Phoebe's sister Ruth, also helped. A wheel was 
made of wood for a horse to pull around in a circle of mud (mud mill) to make 
a form of dough so it could be placed in brick molds and not fall apart. 
The brick mold held four bricks each. The horse would go around all day while 
children kept busy pouring water into the mold and carrying wet bricks to a 
level place in the sun to dry. When they set out about two weeks, they were 
placed in rows like a fireplace and fires were kept night and day until they 
burned red or orange. After the bricks were baked enough, 
two chimneys were made of them. Neighbors hauled off their 

II • •• his grandchil
share to build their fireplaces and chimneys. dren were always 

on the lookout for 
Doctor Elijah used TB (Tuberculosis) medicine, TB of the trailing arbutus,
bone, all kinds of medicine - any kind that you wanted. He blood root, snake 
bought it, he bought some of it that he could not get around root, Indian 
here. Grandsons dug his medicine, most of it that he couldn't turnip, etc.II 

get in Coeburn. They would work and gather his medicine 
and wash it and dry it, put it on the stove, in a bread pan, and 
then take that and put it in half gallon cans. He would then fix his medicine up 
in liquid. 

Doctor Elijah doctored sugar diabetes, TB and pneumonia. He would get them 
up right now. He doctored typhoid fever, just everything, rheumatism, arthritis, 
that all doctors doctored. He just naturally beat the doctors, the medical 
doctors, with his medicine. People would come to him with their TB of the 
bone; they would be better in three days. I tried it on one of my sons and it 
broke and run, and he was better in a week or two. 

Doctor Elijah was doctoring out medicine in his young days. Doctored all his 
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life, even after he married. His medicine was put in bottles, and labels put on 
the bottles when he fixed it. 

For a while, Doctor Elijah traveled around by foot and by train to places, until 
cars came in (there weren't any cars in 1914-15-16 around here). He got him a 
car and got around to West Virginia and Kentucky and places. People would 
come from everywhere to get medicine. He doctored until he died, and left his 
medicine with his children, and they all just dropped it. He traveled horseback 
many times, going to Clinchco, Dante and other places. 

Buck-eye bark, boiled, used to bathe in for skin cancer. For croup, cuckle-burr 
tea, sweetened, and for pneumonia, doctors would give him a supply of 
camomile to treat fever and he also treated with poultices (onions and mustard). 
Buckberry, fried like to eat and put that grease in and a spoonful of flour to 
stick them together good and put them in a white bag, sew them up, and lay 
them over your chest as hot as you can stand it. 

For ulcers - the TB medicine, which is also for your lungs and stomach. He 
took his herbs and put in alcohol or whiskey, squeeze it out, put it in a pint of 
linseed oil (medical), and a pint of good straight honey, could have 40 different 
herbs in it. Take three spoonfuls a day. 

He cured Bright's Disease with gravel-weed root tea. Sun brier root, made into 
tea, was also used for kidney ailments. Gumbo-waken, poke weed and blood 
root with whiskey was used for rheumatism. 

TB of the bone was treated with red stemmed ivy, ground into powder, pole cat 
bark made into poultice with rye flour thickened. 

Black salve was the most healing. Jimson burrs, red pepper, Indian turnips, 
poke roots, birch oil and many more herbs and roots were used in making this 
salve. This was always cooked in a twenty gallon brass kettle which is still in 
the family. 

TB of the lungs was treated with 40 different herbs, dried, ground and soaked 
in whiskey. Some of Indian turnips, wild turnips, wild cherry, wild plum, wild 
flag (iris), dandelion root, dogwood and poplar bark, mixed with one pint 
honey, one pint whiskey, one pint linseed oil. 
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Nerve medicine - digitalis tops powdered, dried, ground, dissolved in brandy. 

Bone-set was used for fever, boil tops and make tea. This was given to people 
with pneumonia. 

Doctor Elijah Rasnick spent many hours in the woods gathering roots and 
herbs. His grandchildren were always on the lookout for trailing arbutus, blood 
root, snake root, Indian turnip, etc. 

Hot dried red pepper was used a lot in his medicine. A lot of his medicine 
recipes came from an old Indian doctor in Kentucky. 

Doctor Elijah and Phoebe Rasnick had eleven of us children. 

His father (my grandfather) James Rasnick was a doctor, also. 

Doctor Elijah only charged $5.00 for a pint of his TB medicine. Everything 
was cheap then. Don 't know what he charged for the TB of the bone medicine, 
he had to use poultices for that. He said their legs would be just like honey
comb, and when he got through they would be normal, sometimes using it only 
three times. 

He was not allowed to tell what the medicine was made of or how it was made . 
He's made many a run of salve. He made a lot of his kidney medicine in a 
'lasses pan, got it down to a gallon, and put it on the cook stove, then boiled it 
down, and fixed it out in tablets. 

Doctor Elijah used yellow root, dandelion root, wild-flag, toe-itch, bushels of 
it. He put toe-itch in his kidney medicine, gathered bushels of toe-itch, lo-billie 
and jimison burrs to put in medicine. 

May-apple was used to treat gallstones, "best medicine you ever seen to run 
pains out of you". May-apple was run and put in capsule form. 

Doctor Elijah used onion poultices on black measles and pneumonia. He would 
get a little whiskey and brown sugar, heat it as hot as they could drink it and 
give it to them, and the measles would "pop out" in a few minutes. 
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Whiskey, just the same as birch oil, would keep salve from souring. Doctor 
Elijah would have six to twelve gallons of alcohol setting around at one time. 
Black Lung was known then as Rock Dust; that is what they doctored - rock 
dust on your lungs, or Miner's Asthma. 

Took about three or four days to make pills , about six bushels of waho bark, a 
bushel toe-itch, ground-hog weed, anything that would stop a pain. He sold the 
pills for a dollar a piece. It would take about $3.00, he would say, for your 
kidneys. 

He would put pine tar or resin on sores just like TB medicine. After he put it in 
his whiskey or alcohol, he would squeeze the herbs out. Take a pint of the 
liquid, a pint of linseed oil, medical linseed oil, not what you put in paint, and 
so much tar in it; but we quit putting that in it - it was good for it, but hateful 
to take. 

Took about three or four days to make the Black salve. If the wind was 
blowing it didn't boil much, because it was made outside in a big 'lasses pan. 
When boiled out, he would take that panful all out and pour it out or pile it up 
and let it set. 

For tooth ache - jimson burrs, pods of red pepper, witch hazel bark (a peck), a 
bushel of lo-billie. 

Doctor Elijah couldn't handle high blood pressure like they do now. He would 
give you sassafras roots, boil it, a little bit a day in a quart kettle to make a tea, 
pour sugar in it and drink that. Would make it two or more times a week, with 

spicewood for your health. 

IIUse salt and For snake-bite, a teacup of salt put in a wash pan nearly full of 
turpentine for water, got the turpentine, and got another bottle and poured so 
snake-bite. II much out in another bottle and he would hold that right over the 

bite, and rub salt on his leg, put his foot in the running water 
and let the water wash over the bite, take it out and put the salve 

and turpentine on and it didn 't swell. Use salt and turpentine for snake-bite. 

Real good old whiskey you make in a still was better for his medicine than 
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alcohol. Doctor Elijah always used peach or apple brandy in his medicine. 
Sometimes he made it himself. 

Red hot pepper was used for pain and spinal meningitis. Salve made from red 
hot peppers and rub it on for half an hour. 

For diptheria he treated with coppers. He placed some coppers on a hot stove 
top until they turned and then mixed the powder with apple brandy. He treated 
his children this way. 

For kidney ailments he made a little black pill of waho bark, elderberry roots 
and milk-weed roots. He used bushels of these roots, and made these pills to 
have at all times. 

For side plurisy, bark of the sweet apple root, soaked in brandy. Barks, roots 
and herbs were gathered, dried and ground. 

VD (venereal disease) was treated with piney tea from a winter piney shrub 
about a foot high. All the shrub was used, roots and leaves. He also used black 
salve. Elijah Rasnick treated people in Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, West 
Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina. 

Elijah also made his children's shoes, he tanned his own leather. One shoe still 
exists in good shape. One of this pair was thrown in the fireplace by baby 
Walter awhile before he died. 

Elijah and Phoebe Rasnick's children were*: 
Lavada Jane Rasnick, b. 1878 d. 1901 (with typhoid fever) 
Levisa Belle Rasnick, b. 1884 d. 1894 (from appendicitis) 

Ezekiel Rasnick, b. 1890 d. 1891(from influenza) 
Rufus Earl Rasnick, b. 1891 d. 1891 (at 14 days old from influenza) 

James Morgan Rasnick, b. 1879 d. 1942 
Margaret Alafair Rasnick Long, b. 1880 d. 1979 
Ruth Cordelia Rasnick McCoy, b. 1882 d. 1978 

Rozina Anne Rasnick Neece, b. 1885 d. 1972 
Bessie Christina Rasnick Counts, b. 1891 d. 1970 

Coosie Evaline Rasnick Counts, b. 1893 - still living in 1977 
Eliza Lucina Rasnick Lee, b. 1895 - still living in 1976 
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Phoebe Rasnick kept geese, which she picked to make pillows and featherbeds. 
We still have her pillows, her neat stitches are still here. It seems that some
times we can hear her calling her geese in the evening from the mill race. 
These geese laid eggs in the race (a place where water ran to grind com into 
cornmeal). 

*This information is taken from the book "Some Descendants ofJohn Counts of 
Glade Hollow (Southwest Virginia) 1722-1977" by E. J. Sutherland. 

Elijah Rasnick and
 

Phoebe Loucynthia Smith Rasnick
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Hetty Jean Swindall
 

Sutherland
 
by Thora McElrath Sutherland 

Hetty Swindall 
age thirteen 
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This biographical sketch of Hetty Sutherland was written by her daughter-in-law, 
Toy Sutherland, in 1995, at which time Hetty was a still active 93 year old. Hetty 

passed away June 6, 2004, at the remarkable age of 102. 

Smoke was curling from the log cabin nestled in a cove between the rolling 
low-lying hillocks north of Pound River and "South of the Mountain". It was 
December 14,1901, and inside the cozy cabin, Ardelia Austin Swindall, the 
young wife of Milburn Swindall, had given birth to their first child. The baby, 
born in the cabin built by her Grandpa J.C. "Calv" Swindall, was named by 
her Grandpa Bill Austin who gave her his favorite name, "Hettie", (for his 
wife's step-grandmother and his second daughter) and "Jane" (for her two 
Grandmas - Martha Jane Austin and Martha Jane Swindall). She later changed 
the spelling of Hettie to Hetty and Jane to Jean. 

On Christmas day, 1992, and during 1993, 1994 and 1995, Hetty recalled Christ
mas and other events in her childhood. 

Christmas was a special day. We usually always ran over to Grandpa's (Calvin 
Swindall) every special day, Christmas, holidays and Sunday afternoon. Of 
course, we were over there and back through the week to the store. 

I never saw a Christmas package when I was a child, or paper or pretty 
wrappings or ribbon. We had none of that. The children hung their stockings 
by the fireplace for Santa Claus. We usually got a stick of peppermint candy 
that was Ma's favorite flavor - and sometimes an apple or an orange. There 
was always a box of peppermint stick candy, but we only got one in our 
stocking, plus the box for everyone to eat on. That was it. 

One Christmas, I remember that Uncle Tenny and Aunt Hettie and their 
childen came on Christmas Eve and spent the night with us. I didn't know 
there was any other kind of candy till that time. They had birch flavor, I think. 
It was something different and special they had bought for their children. 
When we were all eating our candy before breakfast, Carson, the oldest child, 
dropped a stick of his candy and I couldn't resist sampling that stick of 
candy. I picked it up and tasted it. It was so different and I thought, better than 
peppermint, So I started swapping or trading candy with their children. 

The church did not have anything special on Christmas. The Primitive 
Baptists and Old Regulars still don't do that. They don't believe in making any 
great "to do". There isn't anything in the Bible authorizing any special "to do" 
at Christmas time. 

Instead of "Merry Christmas" the words were "Christmas Gift". When you met 
someone or got up on Christmas morning you said "Christmas Gift" to the 
whole family and they were supposed to give you a gift. Of course it didn't 
work that way, but it was supposed to happen. 
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We always had a big dinner with plenty of extra food - more food than at any 
other time, usually chicken and dumplings. We always had both cake and 
apple pie at Christmas. I guess we had "shucky beans" or dried beans (we 
didn't can beans until years later), "taters", kraut, pickled beans and mixed 
pickles. 

My parents and grandparents had about the same Christmas as mine. I don't 
think they ever told me anything special about any of their Christmases. 
Grandpa J.C. sometimes shot off a few fire crackers, Roman candles and 
sparklers, which delighted the grown-ups as much as the children. 

The first Christmas decoration at our house was when I cut out a string of 
white paper silhouettes of little boys and girls in their nightwear, each 
carrying a candle, and pasted it on the window, slanting upwards as if they 
were going upstairs to go to bed. I probably got the idea from a picture I'd 
seen. I remember the family was pleased. 

We had heard or read about Christmas trees but I didn't see a Christmas tree 
until about 1921. We cut one down and put it up in the house. It reached the 
ceiling. We put lighted candles on it for a little while. We didn't have many 
candles. That was the only decoration we had. We had popcorn after supper. 
Ma would pop a big dishpan full of popcorn sometimes - not every night, but 
once in a while. We had plenty of cold sweet milk in the winter. We would eat 
the popcorn and drink sweet milk out of tin cups. We grew our own popcorn. 
We would gather in walnuts, dry them in the loft, and then crack them on the 
fireplace hearth at night. 

One time I was out in the lane with one of the small children, I think it was 
Arnold, when a young rabbit, being chased by the dogs, ran right toward us. I 
held Arnold in my left arm - grabbed at the rabbit with my right hand and 
caught it by its hind leg! 

We came to the first fair that was held in Clintwood but just for one day. I was 
fourteen or fifteen years old then. Later when the boys, Bob, Vernon and Jack, 
belonged to the FFA with Elmer Smith, the agriculture teacher, as their leader 
and advisor, each usually took first prize (during different years) with his 
honey exhibit. 

I remember our first magazine. Annette Grizzle (about nine years old) had 
been visiting Uncle Rufus at Osborns Gap and stopped at our house on her 
way home to Darwin. She was selling subscriptions to Household magazine 
in hopes of winning a pony (which she did). Pa subscribed for one year (25 
cents). I loved that magazine. It had stories, recipes, household hints and 
other things about the home. While I was with Aunt Vic in Fort Worth, some
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body's Household magazine was placed in her mailbox and I read it through 
and through before placing it back in the mailbox. When I had money of my 
own, I subscribed to Household until it went out of circulation. 

My first fiction novel was The Trail of the Lonesome Pine, sold by my Grandpa 
Austin. I was enthralled by it - living in a fantasy world imagining myself to be 
June. I guess most girls who read it did the same. 

We always had plenty to eat - vegetables from the garden, milk, eggs, chicken 
and pork. The meal was put on the table and everyone went to the table and ate 
together. There was no picking at your food, you ate what was on the table. 
There was little snacking or eating between meals. 

In the fall, we had to help with the foddering. Pa would strip the blades from the 
lower portion of the cornstalks (below the ears of corn) and tie them together, 
then hang them to dry in the fork formed by the stem of the ear of corn and the 
cornstalk. Then we would work, in the evening dampness (often by moonlight) 
when the blades would be more pliable, tying the two ends of each of these 
bundles of blades together to form a circular bundle. It was the children's task 
to carry these bundles to where Pa was stacking them around an eight-to-ten 
foot pole which had rocks piled at its base to form a pyramid. Pa placed the 
bundles in such a way that they would shed rain water. When the stack became 
too high for Pa's reach, he would get on top of it and we would pitch the 
bundles up to him. When it was high enough, Pa would slide down to the 
ground. After the ears of corn dried on the stalk, they were cut off and placed in 
the corn crib. The part of the stalk above the ears was cut off and placed in 
tepee-shaped stacks. During the winter, all of this would be used to feed the 
cattle and horses. 

When we were butchering hogs, I would run away and put my hands over my 
ears so I wouldn't hear the squealing or the shots. The meat was salted down 
for later use but fresh sausage was made for immediate use. Sometimes in 
early fall when meat was running low, one neighbor would kill a hog and divide 
it among the others and then later (in cold weather when butchering is normally 
done) the neighbors would pay them back in kind. 

We got up when breakfast was ready - homemade gravy and biscuits, eggs and 
ham (or sausage in season). After all of the supply of salted ham was eaten, we 
had bacon, the streaked first and if that ran out before butchering time, we 
used the fat-back. 

It took about an hour to walk to school We had to be at school at 8 a.rn, and 
stayed until 4 p.m. with a 15-minute recess in the morning and afternoon and 
an hour for lunch. We would get home around 5 p.m., about dark. 

School started when they could find a teacher, so whichever opened first, we'd 
go to - sometimes to Camp Creek and sometimes to Osborns Gap. 
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I remember that one winter when I was about six years old, Camp Creek was 
frozen and during school recess Verland Bryant and his brother George, who 
were older children, would take my hands and steady me so that I could skate 
on the ice with the older students. I was "struck" on Verland but I never told 
anyone, not even his sister, Elsie, who was my best chum. 

My first school was in a one-room log schoolhouse on Camp Creek and my 
first teacher was London Willis. The next year he moved to the state of 
Washington and sent a postcard to each of his students. This was my first 
piece of mail - about 1907 or 1908. We could get to Osborns 
Gap School a little quicker by taking the short cuts, but sometimes we would 
go the round-about way so we could walk with the other students and, boy, 
did we get "lit on" for being late and not being there to help with the work. We 
had to carry up water and bring in firewood every evening. 

I went one year to George's Fork School where I boarded one week at the 
home of the teacher, Cam Colley. Going home on Friday, I had so much fun 
during the hour walk over the hill with the other kids that I preferred that to 
boarding. Dickenson County schools lasted only five months but Wise County 
ran for seven months. I was "owed to stay" at Grandpa Austin's home (in 
Wise County) and go to the Austin School on Bear Pen Creek for the extra two 
months of school. I also attended a subscription school at Little Zion Church 
about 1914 for about a month after the regular school had finished. At school 
closings there was a little entertainment put on for the community - a short 
play and recitations. 

When I first went to school in Clintwood, I stayed at the home of Dr. Lemuel 
Phipps, a third cousin. Pa paid him fifteen dollars a month for my room and 
board and I helped with chores after school. I stayed with Uncle Rufus one 
spring. In pleasant weather, I walked home on Friday and started back at six 
o'clock Monday morning in order to arrive in Clintwood on time for school. In 
1917, I boarded in the home of Dr. Reed and Hattie Vanover, Pa's cousins, and 
that's when I had my only inoculation - a shot for typhoid. 

After I had finished about one year of high school, I earned a second-grade 
teaching certificate by passing the state teacher's examination for that level. 
This meant that I could teach grades one-through-seven which I did for two 
terms - at Honey Camp and Camp Creek. I'd had no special training; so, I just 
followed the way my teachers had taught me - assigned lessons and asked 
questions. We had reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling, geography and 
hygiene every day. 

On Friday afternoons we had spelling matches and speeches - writings and 
poems which the students memorized. During the school term, pie suppers 
were held at schools to buy brooms, coal shovels and buckets, and other 

20



things the teacher needed which the county didn't supply. 

About this time Aunt Vic Austin had married and moved to Fort Worth, Texas... 
she urged me to come down and stay with her and take a business course... 

I started my adventure in March, 1921. I packed a little grip (satchel-like 
luggage) and Ted (brother) took me (riding double on either the horse or mule) 
to the old Austin homeplace where I spent the night with Uncle Dewey and 
Snoda. The next day Uncle Hamp took me, riding double on horseback, to 
Jenkins to Aunt Sarah Austin Lewis's home where I spent the night. The next 
day Uncle Alfred Lewis went to the depot to buy my ticket to Fort Worth but 
they could only sell a ticket as far as Ashland, Kentucky. I left Jenkins in the 
late afternoon, changed trains in Pikeville, Kentucky and arrived at Ashland 
well into the night. I 
refused an offer to go 
to a rooming house 
with other passengers 
and sat up all night in 
the station. The next 
morning I bought my 
ticket to Fort Worth 
and boarded the train 
to Nashville, Tennes
see where I was 
supposed to change 
trains. At Nashville, I 
kept watching the 
bulletin board but as 
time to leave neared 
and my train was not 
posted, I inquired at 
the ticket window and 
was told that my train 
left from another 
station. With the help 
of a porter who 
volunteered to show 
me the way, I was able 
to catch the train! The 
seats reclined so I 
rented a pillow for a 
quarter and slept 

/ 

through the night. 
When the train arrived in Fort E.J. and Hetty Sutherland 
Worth before noon, Vic and 

~ Wedding Day 1926 ~ 
Hubert were waiting for me and, 

21



boy, was I ever glad to see someone I knew! 

I took a six-month course in Shorthand, typing and fast calculation - the 
instructor would call out numbers real fast and you would have to add them 
in your head and hold up your hand as soon as you had the answer. In 
September, I received a Certificate of Achievement from the National Busi
ness School at Fort Worth. 

A few days after I returned home, Pa....talked to John Flannagan (attorney for 
Ritter Lumber Company and Clinchfield Coal Company and later Congress
man for the Ninth District of Virginia) and he....hired me. 

As it turned out E. J. ("Li") Sutherland had recently passed his Bar Examina
tion and had just come to Clintwood to start his law practice there. So of 
course we got acquainted and dated some and that went on for five years 
before we married. 

During this time, Hetty became the inspiration for much of Li's poetry, for
 
example:
 

Thine eyes are like the stars, my Jean,
 
A-shining in the moonless night.
 

Thy smile is like the dawn, my Jean,
 
A-flooding all the world with light.
 
'Twas late I found they loveliness
 

And snow-white soul beyond compare:
 
Now, if I lost thee for an hour,
 
I'd surely die of dumb dispair.
 

Thy voice is one sweet song, my Jean,
 
A-lilting through the livelong day.
 

Thy heart is made of gold, my Jean,
 
A-waiting to be stolen - Say,
 

I love thy voice and eyes and smile;
 
They heart is worth the world to me.
 

I'll go no more to beauty shows

For THOU are alii want to see.
 

Prior to their marriage, Li bought hilltop land overlooking the sleepy town of 
Clintwood. He built a one-and-a-half-story brick house, facing the courthouse, 
into which they moved exactly one month after their wedding day of Septem
ber 11,1926. They were married by her grandfather, J. C. Swindall, at his 
home. After the honeymoon week in North Carolina and Tennessee during 
which they visited court houses collecting genealogical data, they returned 
and boarded for three weeks with Rhoda Gilliam Perkins (where Hetty had 
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been boarding) until their house was completed. Li named their new home 
"Sunset Hill" and it was here that their two sons were born and is where Hetty 
still resides. 

Li was born on Frying Pan, near Haysi, Dickenson County; attended Sulphur 
Spring School on Frying Pan, Professor Remines School in Clintwood, the 
Teacher's Institute in Big Stone Gap; received a teacher's certificate and 
taught at Sulphur Spring, Clintwood and in Buchanan County; was a star on 
the 1911 Dickenson County Baseball Team; boarded with his brother "Cuba" 
Sutherland in Chattanooga, Tennessee; earned money for his schooling by 
selling the Chattanooga morning newspaper; graduated from both Chatta
nooga High School and the University where he became co-captain and a star 
of the football team (for though small in stature he was "fleet of foot") and 
was active in dramatics, journalism and debate clubs: volunteered during 
WWI; was honorably discharged from the Army as a 1st Lt. on April 23, 1919; 
was commissioned a Captain in the Army Reserve Corps on May 10,1919; 
was historian for Sandlick Primitive Baptist Church and the Washington 
District Association; was a member of The Southern Amateur Journalist 
Association , The National Genealogical Society, The American Legion Post 
#66, Kiwanis Club, Dickenson County Chamber of Commerce, the American 
Red Cross and the County Bar Association; was County Chairman of the 
Office of Price Administration during WWII; obtained his license to practice 
law in Tennessee and in Virginia; opened a private practice in Clintwood; 
served as attorney for local banks and Town of Clintwood; was elected 
Commonwealth Attorney 1924-1927; was appointed substitute Trial Justice 
1934-1948 and Trial Justice 1948-1956, and (the title changed) Judge of the 
County Court 1956-1963. He was one of the organizers of the Breaks Inter
state Park Association and worked hard for the improvement of roads in 
Southwest Virginia. He helped to organize the Historical Society of Southwest 
Virginia and after his death, Hetty donated a part of his genealogical collec
tion of books and various papers know as "The E. J. Sutherland Collection" 
to the Society Archives at Clinch Valley College. A poet and prolific writer, he 
had articles printed in various magazine and newspapers. He also published 
several books, including The History of Sand Lick Church and the Washing
ton District Association; In Lonesome Cove (a volume of poetry); Some Sandy 
Basin Characters (contains a sketch of Jessee Austin); and Meet Virginia's 
Baby (a pictorial history of Dickenson County, Virginia). E. J. was recognized 
as the genealogist and historian of Southwest Virginia. 

After her marriage, Hetty assisted Li with many of his personal, historical and 
genealogical endeavors as they were both very interested in preserving their 
heritage. They also shared their love for the out-of-doors and noted every 
blooming wild flower and bird on their many hiking treks in their beloved 
mountains and on their daily walks along the path on their hillside. Li always 
brought her the first spring flower that he found. She recalls her favorite 
beautiful sights as "a sea of blue asters", "a field of purple violets" and "the 
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apple trees covered with pink and white blooms, sparkling in the early 
morning dew". 

Hetty particularly enjoys working in her garden and feels it relaxes her. She 
still grows a few of her own vegetables. She also has strawberries and 
pawpaws but most of the apple trees which she and Li planted have died. 
Although she no longer crochets or knits, she occasionally sews and makes 
some of her clothes. She loves to read both prose and poetry and still can 
recite many long poems that she learned in school. She recalls and sings 
many of the old ballads and hymns with "Amazing Grace" and "This Old 
House" being two of her favorites. 

During the first years of marriage, Hetty kept up her secretarial skills by doing 
occasional court reporting. Later she worked as a teller at Cumberland Bank 
and Trust Company; was secretary for the County Department of Public 
Welfare; and retired in 1970 after twenty years as secretary of the local V.P.1. 
Extension Office. 

Hetty was chosen clerk of Clintwood's All-Woman Council in 1948 (first in 
Virginia); was the Grand Marshall of the Pioneer Days Parade in 1985; was 
selected as "Dickenson County Woman of the Year" in 1986; and received the 
annual "Award of Recognition" for conscientious and dedicated community 
service from the fraternal insurance company, Modern Woodmen of America, 
in 1987. In 1991, she was honored with a 90th Birthday Party by her family, the 
Mountain People and Places and her many friends in Clintwood. In 1994, she 
reigned as Queen of Clintwood's Centennial Celebration. 

Hetty is a charter member of the Southwest Virginia Historical Society (served 
as treasurer for more than twenty years), the Dickenson County Home 
Demonstration (Homemakers) Club, and the Dickenson County Historical 
Society which honored her by establishing "The Hetty Swindall Sutherland 
Archives" at the Johnny Deel County Library in Clintwood. She is also a 
member of the Sandy Basin Historical Society and Mountain People and 
Places. 

In 1936, Li organized "The Counts Family Reunion", honoring his maternal 
ancestors, which continues to meet annually. Hetty has carried on his work 
as Counts Family Genealogist since his death and is the only person who has 
attended every reunion. In 1978, she compiled, supplemented and published 
his information on the Counts and Sutherland families entitled Some Descen
dants of John Counts of Glade Hollow (Southwest Virginia) 1722-1977. In 
1984, Hetty, with Gregory and Joan Short Vanover, published Pioneer Recol
lections, 458 pages of personal interviews with pioneer citizens of Dickenson 
County which were collected, compiled and edited by Li over a period of fifty 
years. 
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Gifted with an astute and alert mind, Hetty continues her interest in genealogy 
and spends a great deal of her time answering inquiries by mail and telephone 
as well as helping the many guests who come seeking information from her 
storehouse of data about the families and pioneers of Dickenson County. She 
also takes care of the selling and mailing of the Sutherland books. 

A fond and caring mother and "Granny", she is loved by her sons, daughters
in-law, grand-daughters and great-grandchildren. Being the oldest of ten chil
dren, Hetty was expected to assume responsibility in the care of her siblings at 
an early age, and this led to the affectionate lasting bond between her and her 
family. Her two sisters, Zona and Betty lived with her while they attended high 
school in Clintwood. Most family members, when they return to Dickenson 
County from their distant homes, make Hetty's home their headquarters. For 
many years after her marriage, her siblings and their families, who lived in the 
area, gathered at Sunset Hill for Christmas dinner and summer "pot-luck" 
get-togethers. In 1994, the Swindall family reunion was held at Sunset Hill. 

In 1995, at age 93, she attends, as often as possible, the monthly meetings at 
SUlphur Spring Primitive Baptist Church and Little Zion Old Regular Baptist 
Church as well as the meetings of her various historical organizations. Her daily 
routine during the week usually includes a walk down the hillside to town, lunch 
at the Senior Citizens Center, two or three hours of reading and browsing 
through the Kingsport, Bristol and Roanoke daily (and the local weekly) newspa
pers and talking with people about their families, a trip to the post office, and 
then a climb back to Sunset Hill. In the evening, she watches the news, Wheel of 
Fortune, and either Jeopardy or The Waltons on television, catches up on her 
correspondence, phones close friends and relatives, and reads Primitive Baptist 
publications and her Bible. 

Hetty through her vast and intimate knowledge of family and relatives, her 
remarkable recall, and her tireless efforts, has assembled an invaluable collec
tion of Austin-Swindall data in order to preserve this heritage for the generations 
of the past and present for the generations of the future. 

For more information or to order the above mentioned books, contact: 
toybil/@naxs.net 
http://www.sutherlandbooks.com 
Sutherland Books 
P.O. Box 547 
St. Paul, Virginia 24283 
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Some of my Recollections 
of 

by Mina Summerton 

My grandmother, Ruth Cordelia Rasnick McCoy, was a kind and generous grandma. 
She was a devout Christian . She belonged to the Baptist Church for at least seventy 
years and usually read her Bible through every year. If Grandma would have been able 
to get an education , she could have been a doctor or at least a registered nurse. She was 
a midwife after her children were mostly grown. I think she delivered at least sixty 
babies. She delivered my sister Ruth, as we were snowed in on the mountain and the 
doctor couldn't get there. She also would sew up any of our pets and the farm animals 
that got hurt. I remember having a baby pig the mother sow laid on and tore its side 
open, and she sewed it up and my dad later butchered that hog. She also had a lot of 
remedies for anyone needing her help. 

She was a very good seamstress, made wedding gowns for brides. We kids would pick 
something out of the catalog and she would make it without a pattern and it looked just 
like the one in the catalog. She made all the kids beautiful quilts. She was a good cook, 
known for her stack cakes, apple pies and chicken and dumplings. Me and my cousins 
would stop at her house on the way home from school and she always had a snack for 
us of cookies or maybe just biscuits and jelly. 

She was a good story teller. I remember one about she and her sister going up the 
hollow above Coon Branch where they lived to look for the cows, and a sound they had 
never heard really scared them. Sounded like something singing high up in the trees, 
and then it would be down on the ground singing. They couldn't out run it. Said they 
never heard it again. She liked to play blind man's bluff. 

Grandma's father, Elijah Rasnick, gave each of his children forty acres ofland, and then 
Grandma gave her surviving children eight acres each. Grandma had seven children. 
She had a lot of tragedy in her life. Her oldest daughter, Alice McCoy Hay, was 
teaching school and boarding in the school district and had a tubal pregnancy and bled 
to death. The lady she was boarding with found her dead at the age of 21 years. Then 
her second daughter, Nora Rasnick, a school teacher also, her baby was dead and the 
doctor didn't know it and she died at the age of 23 from complications from that. Then 

*********************A
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my Uncle Shalor died at the age of 34 from an insulin shock. His whole family of 
six was gone in twenty years, and she lived to see all that. His wife was epileptic , 
and all their kids died from this. Ben died at nine years old, Rita Jo died at 16, 
Janice died at 15, Rebecca died at 21, and his wife died at 54. My mom died at 
54, and Grandma raised a dear cousin, Anna, that died of cancer at the age of 15. 
She outlived all her kids but two. She was 96 when she passed. The five oldest 
children of Grandma and Grandpa went to college. The twins were good mechan
ics and never went to college, they were the youngest. 

Grandma Ruth was very much loved by her family, and she loved and was very 
proud of all her family. She strived to make our little mountain a better place to 
live. We were very poor, but rich in the things that mattered - our heritage and our 
love for one another. Eventhough we, her descendants, are spread from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans, we were like an extended family as our land joined 
each other and cousins were like siblings. 

Ruth Rasnick McCoy, Shalor, Neva 

and Rebecca McCoy 

. j 

Pearl McCoy Grizzel 
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Rasnic Reunion
 
August 31, 2003 

In the beginning, what had started out to be a get together of Henry & Jess Rasnic's family 
turned out to be something quite bigger. On August 31,2003, 101 people attended the First 
Rasnic Reunion held at the home of Dianna Rasnic Sanders and her husband Dave in 
Xenia, Ohio. We had planned for heat with a pool, games for the kids and musical 
instruments, but what we didn't plan on was the frequent downpours of rain - but it didn't 
dampen spirits at all. Kids meeting their cousins for the first time had a great time playing 
football, in the sandbox, swinging and just running around. We even had a fight between 
the youngest people to attend the reunion, Dylan, (grandson of Dianna) and Joseph, 
(grandson of Bimmie). Both of which were 2 years old. Too bad a video camera wasn't 
rolling. The oldest person to attend was Helen Bishop Rasnic, wife of Hagen Rasnic, son of 
William and America she is 87. We had some travel from other states; Penny Rasnic came 
in from Zavalla, Texas. We also had four families come in from Florida, the Davidsons, 
sons of Ida Mae Rasnic & Guip Davidson. The rest came from within 100 miles of Xenia. 
The families of America and William that attended were as follows: Henry Rasnic, Dave 
Rasnic, Ruby Rasnic Walton, and Hagen Rasnic. This year with hopefully more planning 
there will be more of their family represented. We all had a great time talking about days 
gone by and swapping pictures and stories. And for a relative from Florida who couldn't 
make it, he was able to hear the whole music session by Nextel cell phone and I believe he 
actually got to sing a little bit. Would make a great commercial. Thanks to all of the 
cousins on the Rasnick web site, Dianna was able to provide a lot of information to 
everyone and it was greatly appreciated. We had food, food and more food. Wish the day 
would of lasted as long as the food. It seemed to go by so fas,t but we are all looking 
forward to this year and 
hopefully we will be 
able to comprehend 
everything last year. Just 
seeing everyone for the 
first time in a really long 
time was a little 
overwhelming for all of 
us. It was just a GREAT 
day with people we all 
Love! 

-Bessie Rasnic 
Ebright"-' 

Penny Lou Rasnic and Vesta Lou "Bessie" Rasnic Ebright 
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HESSIAN
 
Farewell Song
 

Hessisches 
Volkslied, 1777 
Frisch auf, ihr BrOder, ins Gewehr,
 
's geht nach Amerika!
 
Versammelt ist schon unser Heer,
 
Vivat, Viktoria!
 
Das rote Gold, das rote Gold,
 
das kommt man nur so hergerollt,
 
da gibt's auch, da gibt's auch, da gibt's auch
 
bessern Sold!
 

Das Leben hatten wir hier satt,
 
wir wollen in das Feld.
 
Wei! man ja kaum zu fressen hat,
 
dazu so wenig Geld.
 
Und einen Tag und aile Tag
 
dieselbe Plag, dieselbe Klag,
 
SpieBruten, SpieBruten, SpieBruten, daB es
 
kracht.
 

Adcho, mein Hessenland, adchol
 
Jetzt kommt Amerika.
 
Und unser GlOck geht in die Hoh',
 
Goldberge sind allda!
 
Dazu, dazu in Feindesland,
 
was einem fehlt, das nimmt die Hand.
 
Das ist ein, das ist ein, das ist ein anderer
 
Stand!
 

Quelle: 

He ian song, 1777 

Come on, brethren, take the rifle,
 
We're off to America!
 
The troops have already assembled,
 
Viva, Victory!
 
The red gold, the red gold,
 
it comes rolling towards us,
 
There is also, there is also better payment!
 

We're sick of our lives over here
 
we want to go to war.
 
Because we've hardly anything to eat,
 
and not enough money either.
 
And day in, day out
 
the same hardship, the same sorrows,
 
running the gauntlet [or: switches], until it
 
crashes.
 

Adieu [farewell], my Hessian country, adieu!
 
Here comes America.
 
And our fortune rises up into the air.
 
There are mountains of gold everywhere!
 
And furthermore - into enemy's country, you can
 
take [plunder] the things that you lack from there.
 
That is, that is, that is another perspective [for
 
us]!
 

Dietmar Kugler: Die deutschen Truppen im amerikanischen Unabhanqlqkeltskrleq. 
1777.1783, Motorbuchverlag Stuttgart 19801 . 

Translation © Jochen Seidel, May 2001 

Text and pictures courtesy JOCHEN SEIDEL <http://www.jochen-seideI.de/ab-troopsl> 
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New Babies!!!
 
Jack Ryan Nation 

born July 2004 to
 

Noreen and Michael Nation
 

New Mexico
 

Madison Alyssa Deel 
born October 12, 2004 to 

Clinton and Stacy Taylor Deel 

--

Avery Brace Rasnick 
born November 18,2004 to 

Tanya and Tom Rasnick 

Warm Spring, Georgia 
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I n ~enzenzbrance
 
HAZEL VICTORIA "MAMAW" RASNICK, age 82, went to be with her Lord and Savior 
Thursday , March 25, 2004 at Johnson City Medical Center Hospital. A native of Carter County, 
Tennessee , she was the daughter of the late Dan and Alice Nave Pierce. She was a member of 
Freedom Fellowship Baptist Church, Elizabethton. Mrs. Rasnick was a retired employee of North 
American Rayon Corporation. "Mamaw" was preceded in death by her husband, William Clarence 
"Papaw" Rasnick, Sr., July 10, 2003, and four brothers. Survivors include six sons and daughters
in-law, Thomas Wayne and Janie Rasnick, Ronald and Diana Rasnick, William Clarence "W.C." 
Rasnick, Jr. and Diana Rasnick, Bobby and Jana Rasnick, David and Judy Rasnick, John and Mona 
Turner, all of Elizabethton, two daughters and son-in-law, Elizabeth Miller, Alice and Dallas Odom, 
all of Elizabethton, one sister, Lois Hicks, Macon, Georgia, two brothers, Glen Pierce, Elizabethton, 
Ralph Pierce, New Smyrna Beach, Florida, special friends, Richard Duvall, Elizabethton, Paul Budgen, 
Elizabethton, Gladys Taylor, Elizabethton, a special young man, Josh Moore, Elizabethton, 20 
grandchildren, 29 great grandchildren and three great great grandchildren also survive. The funeral was 
conducted at Tetrick Funeral Home Chapel of Peace with Rev. Jim Murray, Rev. Jackie Cole and Rev. 
David Collins, officiating. The graveside service and interment was conducted at Happy Valley 
Memorial Park. Active pallbearers were Matthew Rasnick, Christopher Rasnick, Jeff Miller, Keith 
Turner, Jamie Lambert, Dean Odom, Jim Nave and Rob Lambert. Honorary pallbearers were Richard 
Duvall, Don Rasnick, special nurses and Dr. Steven Hamel of Fourth Floor rcu and 4200 Wing of 
Johnson City Medical Center Hospital, friends and neighbors of the community . 

HAZEL JEANETTE CAMPBELL HOCKADAY, 91, died Thursday, April 8,2004 at New 
Hanover Regional Medical Center, Wilmington, North Carolina. Born in Lee County, Virginia, she 
was the daughter of the late Joseph Campbell and Jennie Pearl Rasnick. Memorial services were 
conducted Tuesday, April 13 at 2 p.m. at McKenzie Mortuary Chapel, Whiteville . She is survived by a 
daughter: Patricia Farrow of Wilmington; a son: L.D. Hockaday Jr. of Pooler , Georgia; and three 
grandchildren. 

EDWARD LEE RASNAKE, 92, died Friday, May 21, 2004, in the Maple Grove Health Care and 
Rehabilitation Center in Lebanon, Virginia. The committal service and burial was held Monday, May 
24, 2004, at 11 a.m. in the Ketron Memorial Gardens in Lebanon, Virginia. Pallbearers were Dave 
Smith, L.D. Blankenship, Jimmy Whited, Gary Fife, Rusty Ferguson, Johnnie Skeen and Kenneth 
Stevens. Odell Kiser served as honorary pallbearer. 

HETTY JEAN SWINDALL SUTHERLAND, local Genealogist and Historian, of Clintwood, 
Dickenson County, Virginia, died June 6, 2004, at the age of 102. Hetty was born December 14, 1901 
to Milburn Eddie and Ardelia Austin Swindall in a log cabin at Osborns Gap (now Norland), Virginia, 
north of Pound River and "South of the Mountain" in Dickenson County. Her early education was at a 
one-room log school house. She attended "Big Seven" School in Clintwood where she boarded seven 
miles from her home and walked home and back each weekend. After one year of "Big Seven" 
School, she passed the state teacher 's examination and then taught grades one through seven at a one 
room school house; one year at Camp Creek and one at Honey Camp. In 1921 she went to Fort Worth, 
Texas where she took a six month course at the National Business School. Her first business job was 
secretary to Lawyer John Flannagan, later Congressman for the 9th District of Virginia . In 1926 she 
married Elihu Jasper Sutherland, lawyer, judge, historian and genealogist and settled at their home 
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"Sunset Hill" in Clintwood 
where he lived until his death in 
1964 and where she lived the 
rest of her life. Hetty was a 
charter member of the Southwest 
Virginia Historical Society 
(served as treasurer for over 20 
years), the Dickenson County 
Home Demonstration Club and 
the Dickenson County Historical 
Society, which honored her by 
establishing the "Hetty Swindall 
Sutherland Archives" at the 
Johnny Deel County Library in 

Hetty Sutherland Clintwood. She was a member I I of the Sandy Basin Historical 
Society, the Mountain People 
and Places, and the Clintwood 

Senior Citizens. In 1978 she compiled, supplemented and published her late husband's information on 
the Counts family and related families in Some Descendants ofJohn Counts ofGlade Hollow 
(Southwest Virginia) 1722-1977 and in 2003 published a larger supplement to this book. In 1984 
Hetty, with Gregory and Joan Short Vanover, published Pioneer Recollections, personal interviews 
with pioneer citizens of Dickenson County collected, compiled and edited by her late husband. In 1996 
she published Swindall-Austin Families of Virginia and North Carolina 1622-1995, information she 
had collected, compiled and edited on these and other related families. With her vast and intimate 
knowledge of family and relatives, her remarkable recall, and her tireless efforts; persons asking local 
authorities in Clintwood about local area or family history were routinely referred to her by the Post 
Office, Library, County Officers, members of the Senior Citizens Center and Historical Society 
members. Hetty is survived in death by a sister, Lora Anita "Betty" Swindall Hibbitts of Clintwood; 
two sons William Sutherland and his wife Thora McElrath Sutherland, St. Paul, Virginia; James 
Sutherland and his wife Marjorie Ann Pearson Sutherland, Clintwood, Virginia; two grand-children 
Sharon Sutherland of Georgia, and Susanne Sutherland and her husband Micheal Frame, and her 
great-grandchildren April Beth Frame and Ian Sutherland Frame of Telluride, Colorado. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, her parents and eight siblings; William Theodore "Ted" Swindall, 
Flora Etta Willis, Arnold Joseph Swindall, Leonard Bruce Swindall, Arizona Powers, Robert Ervin 
"Bob" Swindall, Lyle Noel Vernon Swindall and Nile Austin "Jack" Swindall. Surviving sisters
in-law, Hester Moore Swindall and Ruby Cox Swindall. Pallbearers were Freddie Mullins, Gary 
Mullins, Larry Mullins, Richmond Short, Russell Sutherland and Leonard Douglas Swindall. Honorary 
pallbearers were her nephews and grand nephews. Hetty requested that there be no flowers, except one 
pink rose, and that donations be made to the charity of your choice. Funeral was conducted at the 
Clintwood Colley Funeral Home followed by burial in the William Sutherland Memorial Cemetery, 
Fairview, on Frying Pan Creek, Dickenson County. 

GOLDIE JUANITA GILBERT RASNAKE, 62, of Christiansburg, Virginia departed this life on 
Friday, June 18,2004. Born September 19, 1941 to the late Arther and Edna Gilbert, she was also 
preceded in death by her beloved husband, Jessie Rasnake and brother, Melvin Gilbert. She is survived 
by three sons and daughters-in-law, Kenny and Teresa Rasnake, Ricky Rasnake and Mike and Janie 
Rasnake; grandchildren, Angel Shelor, Jason Rasnake and Amanda Rasnake; four sisters, Jearlene 
Howard, Mary Lou Duty, Linda Justice and Beatrice Winters; brothers, Danny Gilbert, Dexter Gilbert, 
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Carl Gilbert and Sammy Gilbert. Funeral services were conducted at 
the Home Funeral Home Chapel by Rev. Jim Duty, Rev. Dick 
Carter and Rev. Mark Justice with interment following in Sunset 
Cemetery. 

GEORGE RASNICK, 85, of Fincastle, Virginia, died Tuesday, 
June 29, 2004. He was a U.S. Army veteran, serving in World War 
II. Surviving are his wife, Gladys Anderson Rasnick; son and 
daughter-in-law, Wayne and Teresa Rasnick of Fincastle; daughter, 
Dolores Zahn of Sanford, Florida; daughter and son-in-law, Gale and 
John Jones of Bedford; brother, Silas Rasnick, Grundy; seven 
grandchildren and numerous great-grandchildren. Private funeral 
services were held on Friday, July 2, with burial in Old Dominion 

,- Goldie Rasnake Memorial Gardens. 

MABEL RASNAKE, 
age 88, was carried 
away by angels to touch the hand of Jesus on Sunday, 
July 11, 2004. She was born in Buchanan County, 
Virginia, and had lived there until moving to Washington 
County, Virginia, in 1963, where she lived in the 
Greendale Community until moving to Campbell Street. 
She was a member of the Trigg Street Church of God. 
Mabel was preceded in death by her husband, Tandy 
Lacey Sr.; her parents, Benjamin and Tiny Barton 
Rasnake; two sons, Ronnie Rasnake and Ray Ford 
Rasnake; two grandchildren Sheila Rasnake Tautz and 
Jarrod Rasnake; one great-grandchild, Ashley Brooke 
Sutherland; eight brothers, Pierce, Walter, Elbert, Oakley, 
Hubert, Ervin, Graham and Benjamin Jr., and two sisters, 
Sarah and Lucille. Mabel is survived by sons, Cliff 
Rasnake and wife Louise of Hazel Park, Michigan, and 
Ira Rasnake and wife Catherine of Bee, Virginia, Mack 
Rasnake and wife Carroll of Abingdon, Kemper Rasnake 
and wife Linda of Abingdon, Bencie Rasnake of 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky, and Tandy Rasnake Jr. and wife 
Lee of Abingdon; daughters, Janie Gilbert and husband 
Danny of Bristol, Virginia, Lanie Sutherland and husband 
Norman of Bristol, Virginia, and Pat Gobble and husband 
George of Abingdon; four brothers, Lawrence (Shorty) 
Rasnake and wife Mary of Bristol, Virginia, Curvin 

Rasnake and wife Molly of Big Rock, Virginia, Arnold Rasnake and wife Barbara of Baltimore and 
Robert Rasnake and wife Lorraine of Bee; a sister-in-law, Gertrude Rasnake of Prater, Virginia; 25 
grandchildren; 36 great-grandchildren; one great-great-grandson; a host of family and many friends. 
Funeral service was on the grounds of Forest Hills Memory Gardens, Abingdon, with Rev. Wayne 
Chant, Rev. James Beaver, Rev. Roger Williams and Rev. Bencie Rasnake officiating. Burial followed 
in the Russell Memorial Cemetery in Lebanon. Grandsons served as pallbearers. In memory of Mabel, 
the family suggests that memorial contributions be made to the Trigg Street Church of God Building 
Fund, 335 Trigg St., Abingdon, VA 24210. 
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Morgan 

Rasnake 

MORGAN C. RASNAKE, 78, died at his home in Torrington, Wyoming, 
following an extended illness. He was born January 23, 1926, in Duty, Virginia, a 
son of William and Maggie Owens Rasnake. He attended schools in Duty. 
Following his graduation, he joined the U.S. Army and served in the European 
Theater during World War II. Shortly after his discharge, he moved to Cheyenne 
where he worked for the Union Pacific Railroad. He also worked for the Hoover 
Company. He married Virginia Fladwood on January 13, 1948, in Cheyenne. 
They owned and operated the Silver Spur Motel in Laramie. He also distributed 
the Rocky Mountain News in Laramie. He retired from the railroad in 1980 and 
in 1984, he moved to Torrington. He was a member of the Church of Christ in 
Scottsbluff and other fraternal organizations. He is survived by two sons, David 
Rasnake and his wife, Dottie of Lyman, Nebraska, and Jim Rasnake and his 

friend, Tammi of Cheyenne; a brother, Comet Rasnake of Abingdon, Virginia; a sister, Connie 
Thompson of Edgewater, Florida; six grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. He was preceded in 
death by his parents; his wife; a brother; and two sisters. Memorial services were held at the Church of 
Christ in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, with Ron Kretz officiating. Morgan was cremated and his ashes were 
spread at his favorite places out West, and also at the Elijah Rasnake Cemetery and the Rufus Owens 
Cemetery on Frying Pan, Virginia. 

VERTIE "ALICE" BISHOP-SMITH, 62 of Winter Park, Florida, passed away on Friday, August 6, 
2004 at her Winter Park home. Alice was born May 11 , 1942 in Buchanan County, Virginia. Mrs. 
Smith was a retired licensed practical nurse of 25 years with Orlando Regional Medical Center. She 
moved to Orlando in 1970 from Johnson City, Tennessee. Alice is survived by her husband of 38 
years, Robert; mother, Lona Rasnake Bishop; brothers, David Bishop, Mark Bishop, Joseph Bishop; 
sisters, Barbara Tipton, Deborah Burkhart, Sherry Miller, Karen Barksdale. Funeral Services were held 
on Sunday, August 8, 2004, at 7PM in the Chapel of Collison 's Howell Branch Funeral Home & 
Crematory with Chaplain Dennis Salmon officiating. Graveside Services were held Tuesday, August 
10, 2004 at l1AM at Mountain Home National Cemetery in Johnson City, Tennessee. 

EDITH ELIZABETH ANTHONY RASNIC, 91, was born March 29,1913 at Gracemont, Oklahoma 
and died Sunday, August 22, 2004 at EI Reno. She had lived in the Minco and Gracemont communi
ties all of her life. She was a homemaker and a member of the Springcreek Baptist Church. Mrs. 
Rasnic was preceded in death by her parents: Jasper R. and Frances Elizabeth Pruett Anthony; her 
husband: Jack Rasnic in 1988; one son: Jack Rasnic in 1971; four sisters and one brother. She is 
survived by two sons and daughters-in-law: Benny and Jean Rasnic of Altus, Oklahoma and Bill and 
Sandee Rasnic of Pryor, Oklahoma; five daughters and sons-in-law: Marie and Frank Powell of 
Mannington, W. Virginia, Emmelene and Larry Eaton of Dewey, Arizona, Earlene and Tom Davis of 
Madison Heights, Michigan, Ilene and Terry Fesler of Mustang, Mary and Doyle Oliver of Mustang; 
one brother and sister-in-law: Raymond and Charlotte Anthony of Norman; two sisters and one 
brother-in-law: Ilene and Jerald Martin of Wellston, Oklahoma, Faye Garrett of Minco; 20 Grandchil
dren; 30 Great Grandchildren; three Great Great Grandchildren. Funeral services were held Thursday, 
August 26, 2004 at the Minco First Baptist Church with Rev. Sam Scott officiating. Burial was in 
Evergreen Cemetery in Minco under the direction of Huber-Reynolds Funeral Home. 

KENNY L. RASNAKE and ARABELL SMITH RASNAKE: Kenny L. Rasnake 81 , died Friday, 
Sept. 3, 2004, in the Russell County Medical Center, and his wife Arabell Smith Rasnake 84, died 
Saturday, Sept. 4, 2004, in Holston Valley Hospital and Medical Center from injuries received in an 
automobile accident. Kenny L. Rasnake was born Feb. 28, 1923, in Russell County, a son of the late 
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Robert Rasnake and the late Pippie Smith Rasnake. A U.S. Army veteran of World War II, he was a 
farmer and was of the Baptist faith. Arabell Smith Rasnake was born April 23, 1920, in Buchanan 
County, a daughter of the late Charles Smith and the late Mary Presley Smith, she was of the Baptist 
faith. In addition to their parents, they were preceded in death by a daughter, Linda Brewer; a 
granddaughter, Mary Ann Brewer; a great grandson, Rodney Marvin Hamilton; and a son in law, 
Rodney O'Quinn; also several brothers and sisters. They are survived by four daughters, Kate and 
husband, Edgar Grizzle, Cleveland, Dephia O'Quinn, Lebanon, Vernie and husband, Ira Smith, 
Cleveland, and Betty and husband, Jim Peery, Cedar Bluff; a son, Darrell and wife, Gale Rasnake, 
Rosedale; 11 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. Mr. Rasnake is survived by a sister, Sallie 
Artrip, Cleveland, and Mrs. Rasnake is also survived by a sister, Ella Mae Jordan, Allentown, 
Pennsylvania. They are also survived by several nieces and nephews. A joint funeral service for Kenny 
L. and Arabell Smith Rasnake was conducted at 11 a.m. Tuesday, September 7, 2004, in the Combs 
Funeral Service Chapel, with Pastor Larry Robinson and Pastor Duane Musick officiating. Grandsons 
and friends served as pallbearers. Burial followed in Ketron Memorial Gardens, where military honors 
for Mr. Rasnake were conducted by the Lebanon V.F.W. Post 9864. 

~ 

BYRL RASNICK, 82, of LaGrange, Georgia, died 
Friday, October 8, 2004 at Hospice LaGrange. He 
was born August 30, 1922 at Flat Top, Virginia and 
was the son of the late William Abednego Rasnick 
and Nora Moore Rasnick. Prior to his retirement in 
1981, he was the owner and operator of C & R 
Plumbing Company, East Point, Georgia; and had 
served in the U.S. Army, 94th Infantry Division, 
and was wounded at the Battle of the Bulge 
Ardenne's Forest during World War II. He was a 
member ofVFW, American Legion and St. Peter's 
Catholic Church in LaGrange. Survivors include his 
wife of 58 years, Marione Brace Rasnick of 
LaGrange; one daughter, Marie Rasnick Fetzer of 
Mineral Bluff, Georgia; four sons, David W. 
Rasnick of California, Robert J. Rasnick of 
Colorado, John D. Rasnick of Luthersville, Georgia 
and Tom D. Rasnick of Warm Springs, Georgia; 
two brothers, Billy Rasnick and Kenneth Carico; 
nine grandchildren and three great grandchildren. A 

memorial mass was held on Friday, October 22, 2004 at the St. Peter's Catholic Church with the Rev. 
Selva Raj officiating. Byrl was cremated and his ashes will be spread in part at the McCoy-Rasnick 
Cemetery, Flat Top, at a future date. 

ZOLA L. RASNAKE TURNER, 82, of Chapmanville, West Virginia, died Friday, October 22,2004 
in Logan Regional Medical Center. She was the daughter of Ezra Rasnake and Martha Lambert 
Rasake. Honaker Funeral Home, Logan, was in charge. 

MARRIS VEN RASNICK, 48, died Thursday, October 28, 2004, following a brief illness. He made 
his home at 678 Mock Mill Road, Statesville, North Carolina. He is survived by his wife, Marla S. 
Rasnick; two daughters, his mother, two brothers, and four sisters. Funeral services for Mr. Rasnick 
were conducted at Unity Baptist Church. Pastor James Moore officiated, and interment followed in the 
church cemetery. Nicholson Funeral Home was in charge. 
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SANDRA KAY HEATON, 60, went home to be with the Lord on Thursday, November 11,2004, at 
Bristol Regional Medical Center, Bristol Tennessee. She was born in Dickenson County, Virginia, 
daughter of the late Ed and Gracie Dorcas Powers Rasnick Sr. She lived her childhood and adult life 
in Dante. She was preceded in death by one sister, Janice LaForce, and two brothers, Thomas and 
Mitchell Rasnick. She is survived by her husband of 41 years, Fred Heaton of the home; two sons, 
Timothy Heaton of Bristol, Tennessee and Marty Heaton of Dante; two brothers, Ed Rasnick Jr. of 
Lebanon and Donald Rasnick of Bristol, Tennessee; four grandchildren, Audrey Heaton, Joshua 
Heaton, Hannah Heaton and Lauren Compton; and 21 nieces and nephews. Funeral services for Sandra 
Kay Heaton were held at 11 a.m. Monday, November 15, 2004, in Castlewood Funeral Home Chapel, 
Castlewood, with Rev. Leonard Ferguson and the Rev. Darrell Milgrim officiating. Entombment 
followed in the Tower of Prayer Mausoleum at Temple Hill Memorial Park, Castlewood. Pallbearers 
were Mark Mitchell, Brandon Smith, J.R. Franklin, Travis Kiser, Terry Smith and Marty Benson. 

.""'.,-.. 

39



-~ 

- -
1::1 

~ ~..... 
a ~ For Your.... 

tl tj 
OJ J'...... 
~ 0 

I~ ~1,Information. 

RASNIC 
is the 42,402nd most
 

popular last name
 HISToRY 
(surname) in the U.S.,
 
frequency is 0.000%;
 
percentile is 84.582.
 

PRQC.L~~ -~Source: 1990 U.S. Census 
cAUl'l«lfl 

-.-.,....-. ----:: 

~A"fLY . 

Wear your
 

HESSIAN DESCENDANT
 

Lapel Pin with Pride!!
 

The Rasnick Family
 
Newsletter
 

edtied and publishedby: 

Marie Rasnick Fetzer
 

57 Overland Trail
 

Mineral Bluff, Georgia 30559
 

email: mariefetzer@tds.net
 

Annual subscription dues of $10 includes 
two issues per year. 

40




