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The voice of the descendants ofJacob Rasnick - Hessian Soldier, and his wife Mary "Mollie" Counts, parents 

ofthe RASNICK - RASNAKE - RASNIC Family ofSouthwest Virginia. 

Jacob Rasnick Vol. 6 
Hessian Soldier 

ofthe WINTER 
American Revolutionary2003 War 

Jacob and Mollie's Home - Glade Hollow 

Dear Cousin, 

Greetings to all Rasnick-Rasnake-Rasnic descendants everywhere. I have so much to tell 
you about, but I want to get straight to the good stuff first. Our research efforts are 
paying off BIG and I have fantastic news to report! In August we obtained a copy of a 
very important document held in the Library of 
Virginia in Richmond. This document is the 1785 
marriage bond between Philip Counts (Mollie's 
brother) and Anna Kiser. The following reference to News Flash! 
it can be found on p.296 of "Some Descendants of 

New evidence uncovers John Counts of Glade Hollow (Southwest Vir
ginia) 1722-1977" by E. J. Sutherland: the true identity of 

"Their marriage bond was signed by mark as Jacob Rasnick 
'Philip Couts, ' and the
 

whole record is in that name. His bondsman was his
 as 
brother-in-law, 

Johann Ruehrschneck Jacob Rasnake (Rersneck), B-2, who signed in 
Proof Positive!' German. " 



For many years, a huge stumbling block in going forward with our research has been 
the uncertainty of Jacob's true identity. Thanks to the efforts of our cousin, Frieda 
Patrick Davison, and our friend John Merz, a few years ago we discovered that he 
was most certainly the Hessian soldier Johann Ruehrschneck. And while recent 
research has been guided by that assumption, we still needed the proof. Then this past 
summer, our cousin Lynn Rasnake Thompson spotted the reference above and 
suggested we search there. The request to find and obtain a copy of that document was 
sent to our researcher in Virginia, and quick as a wink, I had a copy of it in my 
hands! With the acquisition of this new document, we are now able to view Jacob's 
actual signature with our own eyes.....and what a beautiful signature it is! Not being 
able to draw a clear conclusion on my own, I asked two experts to analyze it, and they 
both agreed: the signature clearly reads: 

"Jacob Rihrschneck" 

This pivotal piece of evidence is our proof positive that the true identity of our 
ancestor, Jacob Rasnick, was indeed Johann Ruehrschneck, documented in military 
records as Private in the Ansbach-Bayreuth Troops, birth place listed as Watzen
dorf, Germany. It also gives us the added 
bonus of knowing that he was a literate 
man. I can't convey just how wonderful Ruehrschneck,this new piece of evidence is, and I'm 
very hopeful that this will open up the Johann 
doors to many more exciting new 

Watzendorfdiscoveries for us soon! 

Sworn in More Research Updates: The scanning 
project to record the photographic 25 March 1777 

collection of Effie Rasnick is underway. I No. 84 
was surprised to find that one of the first Company 10 
batches I scanned contained many pictures Commander: v. Eyb, 
of Scandanavian families (see photos 

Friedrich Ludwig 
inside). I do not believe they are con

(Albrecht) Bayreuth nected to our family, but I am curious to 
Last on Muster List learn just who they are and would 

appreciate hearing from anyone who can June 1783 

tell me anything about them. What a 
wonderful thing it would be to be able to 
give copies of these photos to their 
rightful descendants! The videotaping project is going well, also. This past summer I 
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interviewed Effie's brother Earl in Florida. Our researcher in Germany is still on the 
job searching local records and archives for traces of the elusive Ruehrschneck family 
and how they might connect to our Jacob. In October, another German researcher 
kindly contacted me, out of the blue, and offered me the military information on our 
Jacob that he obtained in the Netherlands (see box on previous page). 

The summer Military issue of the newsletter was a big success. I continue to hear from 
cousins who'd like their loved ones to be recognized for their service to our country, 
and so you will find those additional names inside this issue. I have tried to include a 
variety of items in The Rasnick Family Newsletter this time, but the main focus is 
getting the Cemetery Project underway, which will continue for several more issues. 

On a personal note, my husband Jan is planning to retire at the end of January and 
shortly thereafter we hope to be leaving Florida and moving up to the cool, green 
mountains somewhere in the Georgia-North Carolina-Tennessee tri-state area. I do not 
have a new address yet, so please continue to contact me at my current address until 
further notice. As always, be sure to remember our elderly and ill cousins in your 
thoughts and prayers. Stay safe and well and have a wonderful New Year! 

Signature ofJacob Rasnick,
 

signed August 1785, Shenandoah County, Virginia
 

in German
 

"Jacob Rihrschneck" 

3



Memories of
 

Elijah Rasnick 
from a manuscript by Elihu Sutherland
 

September 20, 1930
 

Clintwood
 

Dickenson County, Virginia
 

From the WPA Project
 

The Alderman Library
 

The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia
 

My father was named James Harvey 
Rasnick, a son of Jonas and Rachel (Laforce) 
Rasnick. I believe my father, Aunt Katy 
Counts and Uncle Lige Rasnick were born at 
the Tilda Anderson Bottom at Old Sand Lick. 
My grandfather , Jonas Rasnick, was born in 
Glade Hollow. I've understood my great
grandfather, Jacob Rasnick married Mary 
Counts in Shenandoah County, Virginia, and 
immediately moved to Glade Hollow. I don't 
know the reason for his coming to Russell 
County. He had served in the British army in the 
Revolutionary War, was captured, and after 
the war closed, he decided to stay in this 
country. I don't know of any Rasnicks, other 
than his descendants , in this country. 

My father's two oldest children - Bill 
and me - were born on Dumps Creek at the 
Aunt Aggie Bottom, just below the school 
house at South Clinchfield . Aunt Aggie 
Sutherland, widow of Henry Sutherland, had 
lived there. I reckon I was about 12 months old 

when we moved out on Breeding Branch of 
Frying Pan. Father built a little round log 
cabin where Uncle William Grizzle later lived, 
and where E. J. (Tige) Rasnick now lives, and 
cleared a field up right at the head of Breeding 
Branch, where Joe Rasnick now has a field. 
Brother Bill was born in 1855, and I was born 
in 1857. Grandfather Rasnick had patented a 
lot of land on Breeding Branch and left hand 
Fork of Lick Creek, and about a year after we 
moved there, Dad and Uncle Lige Rasnick 
drew lots for two farms and father got the one 
lower down on Lefthand Fork and then moved 
there. Uncle Lige traded tracts with Uncle 
William Grizzle and settled in the head of 
Lefthand Fork above us. I have heard that 
Frying Pan Creek was so named because early 
hunters found an old Frying Pan under a rock
house near the mouth of Priest Fork. Breeding 
Branch was named for an old hunter named 
Breeding - first name unknown - who camped 
at the mouth of the branch. Father moved to 
the Frank Smith place at Nora while they were 
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holding court there. I had married before that 
time and was living on Coon Branch. He lived 
there 8 or 10 years and then moved to Brushy 
Ridge where Brother Newt now lives. 

I can remember when Dickenson County 
was formed. I don't know much about how it 
got started, but Capt. James Colley had a lot to 
do with starting the new county. I was present 
when the first court was held at Jeems 
Fleming's house near the mouth of Caney 
just about where Ritter has his saw-log pond. 
Later the county seat was moved to Nora 
they called it the mouth of Open Fork, or 
Ervinton then. Jim Venters suggested the 
location and Dave Smith agreed. But Jim 
Colley the other commissioner, wouldn't 
agree, saying: "If I do anything it will be here 
where we were ordered to fix the courthouse." 
The first court held at Nora was under the 
shade of two big beeches and a sugar tree. I 
was there at that court, but I wasn't there at 
the last court held there. I remember a petition 
was sent around some time before the county 
seat was changed to Clintwood. It had several 
names of places on it for the people to vote for 
as the new county seat, among them being: 
Caney, Ervinton, Nealy Ridge, John Counts 
Place, Sand Lick and Holly Creek. 

SwiJ'l's SilYer Mine 

I have given some time and thought to 
the Swift Silver Mine. There is now a beech 
standing on Coon Branch, near myoid home, 
with this inscription on it: "H. Swift, 1813." It 
is supposed to be on the route to the Swift 
mines. Some years ago I got acquainted with a 
man named James Simmons, who lived 9 miles 
the other side of Johnson City, Tennessee and 
three miles from Milligan College, and who 
claimed to have a Swift map made of deer-skin. 
He said his brother had taught an Indian school in 
Oklahoma in 1912, and when the school was 
over, an old Indian chief, who was wealthy, 
and with whom the school teacher boarded, 
gave him the Swift map. He said the map 
showed the silver mines were on the 4th ridge 

from the Blue Ridge, which is Sandy Ridge. It 
described the land in the locality of the mines 
as being thin and nearly level, with big timber 
on the north side of the mountain and little 
scrubby timber on the south side. 100 miles as 
the eagle flies south from Guyandotte River, 
was placed a stone monument with 6 notches 
in the north-east comer. I found this stone with 
the notches apparently cut about a fourth-inch 
deep. I made three trips to see about this 
matter. He claimed that this stone was set at 
the mouth of a southeast hollow on which the 
waters came down over some falls. This tallied 
with what I found. He said you could go to the 
mines without crossing the branch. Swift and 
his crowd had prospected all over this section 
and it was rich in ore - so rich it ran $12 to the 
pound. In the center of this prospected section, 
they had placed a pine-knot in a forked oak, 
one end pointing to the mines and the other to 
where they had hid the silver. I found the pine
knot with about one inch sticking out. I cut the 
oak down and chopped the pine knot out. It 
had been hewed out and was about 18 inches 
in the wood. Looking in a northeast course, 
you can see two mountains running off a little 
northeast and about 5 or 6 miles long. They 
claimed they had built a furnace in a rock
house and run out the metal there. I found an 
old furnace under a rock-house, but of course 
I couldn't tell who had built it. I told Simmons 
what I had found and he told me to go three 
miles due south from the rock-house and I 
would find Swift's name cut in a beech tree 
with a pointer, hatchet and the dates 1761, 
1762 and 1763. I found them. I made another 
trip to Simmons and he told me to go 1/2 mile 
north and on the south side of a hill I would 
fmd a beech with the picture of a wild turkey 
cut on it, and if I found it I could be sure I was 
on the right track. He said for me to go down 
the creek from the rock-house on the east side 
of the creek and find a big rock with the letters, 
M, T, and G cut on it, standing for Munday, 
Jefferson and Gass, and you will know you are 
right. I never found them nor never will. 
Simmons would never let me see the map - he 
was afraid to. He came up here several times 
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to see about the matter, and stayed with me 
one night. 

I have heard it said that Munday got 
mad about dividing the money and left the rest 
of the company saying he would go and tell the 
Indians about their stealing their silver. Swift 
ordered the others to follow Munday and kill 
him. They did this, but just then the Indians 
come up and captured the other whites and 
took them to their camp. They robbed them of 
all they had. 

I don't think there is anything to the 
Swift Mines. I believe they found some gold 
here for I have found a little myself, but too, 
weak to pay. After they found this out they 
drew up several maps and sold them out to rich 
people who wanted to get richer at a thousand 
dollars a piece. The old man Morgan Lipps 
bought one and his son Dave Lipps had it the 
last time I heard about it. It is said that Swift 
went blind and he tried to find the mines 
afterwards, but couldn't travel in the woods. 
So he got the grandfathers of Morgan Lipps, 
Covey Holbrook, Ely Hill and old man Castle 
(of Castlewood) to go with him. He took them 
to Nancy's Gap in Sandy Ridge, and told them 
to find a certain forked dogwood on the ridge. 
They started out down a ridge but it came out 
in a hollow; they tried all the ridges, but they 
always got lost and could never find the main 
ridge, as Swift directed them to do. They at 
last gave up and the old man Swift cried like 
his heart would break. 

About 1914 a Clinchfield engineer 
named Davidson was surveying in my section 
and I was helping him. Davidson got me to tell 
him about the mines and he went down to 
Johnson City to see Simmons. In a short time, 
about Christmas, I got a letter from him 
enclosing ten dollars and asking for me to 
come to Johnson City. I did so and found 
Davidson and Simmons there. We went into a 
hotel room there and I told them what I knew 
and Simmons said I knew more about it than 

anybody else. So they said they would come up 
and let me show them all about it. They came 
in March, and asked me to go with them. I 
asked Simmons to let me see the map. He said 
he left it at home, and besides it was written in 
Latin and I couldn't read it. I thought he was 
trying to get the advantage of me, so I told him 
that I would not show him what I found until 
he had shown me the map and I had it put 
down in English so I could read it and check 
up on directions and distances and I was 
entitled to my part of he money, if we found 
any. They went away and I have heard nothing 
from them since. 

UIL EI.1 ) -\ 11 }{A S ;, I C K 
li n .... II:! :>7· - () j, .J 1943 
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II. I I • I 
The Legend of the 

HEADLESS HORSEWOMAN 
of Sandy Ridge 

By Marie Rasnick Fetzer 

As told to me by Robert J. Burdue from an Internet 

Conversation. 

"About three years ago I was on vacation in Virginia down in 
Coeburn and I met an elderly lady named Mertyle Gibson. 
Your story sparked a memory of a story she told of a black 
horse out on Sandy Ridge. If I remember it correctly, here is 
h ·ow It goes ..." 

One day in about the 1840's, Jemima Robinette was picking 
beans out in the garden with another lady. The lady 
crossed her hands over Jemima's like a cross and she said, 
"Oh, no, I have been cursed. Why did you do that to me? 
Now I'm going to have to ride a black horse to break the 
curse and you know that I am afraid of horses!" Well, as 
the story goes, she rode the horse but she was bucked off 
from it and received serious head injuries and later died. It 
is said that she still rides that horse on Sandy Ridge to this 
very day trying to break the curse! 

II. I lui 
C 
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MO~A\SSES
 

MEMORIES
 
By Karen Street rUler 

What vivid memories this picture brings to me. Molasses were a staple in our home 
when I was growing up. An afternoon snack would be a spoonful of butter with 
molasses poured over it and swirled and mixed until the butter was in bits floating on 
the molasses. If there were biscuits left from breakfast, that was sopped through the 
mixture , if not a slice of white bread was used. Either way, it was delicious! I can 
remember sitting at the dining table after school, eating this and telling my grand 
mother about my day at school. She always wanted to know the names, first and last, 
of my classmates and those who rode my bus. She would then proceed to tell me how 
they were related to me or how someone in their family had married someone in our 
family...making us not actually blood relation, but to her related just the same. 

I also have very fond memories of visiting Uncle Doc and Aunt Hattie's home in the 
fall during stir-off time. Uncle Doc and Aunt Hattie Rasnake were well known in our 
family and in the community for making the BEST molasses. Thick, brown, sweet, 
mmmm...wonderful! Going to one of their stir-offs was eagerly anticipated by children 
and adults. If my aunts could not attend , they would call and "place their order" and 
Aunt Hattie would put it back for them until they were coming to visit or someone was 
going to visit them. I recall one aunt getting hers and said it was more valuable to her 
than gold. Her husband, who was particularly fond of stack cake, said Doc and Hattie's 
molasses made the best ones. 

Aunt Hattie passed on in the spring of 1996. Uncle Doc continued to raise cane and 
with help from their various children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, he 
worked the stir-off for several years afterward. Uncle Doc and his family have not had 
a stir-off for the last 2-3 years. It is a large task for one man in his 90's to raise a large 
patch of cane and arrange to have the stir-off worked . Children move off, have lives of 
their own and many traditions are kept only in memories. 

Fortunately for me, they are wonderful memories. When I taste good, rich, thick 
homemade molasses I am taken back 35-40 years and am a young girl running with my 
cousins in and out through the rows of cane that hasn't been cut. We were scolded to 
get out "of a working man's way" and we did, quickly! Uncle Doc was not one to toy 
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with when he scolded you. I didn't see any "working man", all this was fun, not work, 
what was he talking about. 

We were not allowed close to the mule that walked tethered in a circle to work the 
cane mill. I remember Mamaw Susie and Aunt Hattie adamantly telling us children 
could be trampled and crushed in there. When I began researching my family history I 
learned that Mamaw Susie and Aunt Hattie had a great-grandmother in common, 
Matilda Barton. Granny Tildy had one of her hands cut off in a cane mill. Although 
Granny Tildy did not let that deter her and continued to do her chores , I am sure this is 
why they were both so skiddish about children getting too close. 

The older, grown-up members of the family were the only ones allowed near the huge 
homemade "vat" the molasses were cooked in. The molasses had to be stirred as they 
cooked so they would not stick and bum. That looked like a fun thing to do, but "no 
children allowed". There was too much danger there for youngsters. We could become 
burned in the fire, or by touching the pan, or worst of all we could fall into the vat and 
"ruin that run" of molasses. 

The best part of the whole event, and it most definitely was an event that may last over 
2-3 (or more) days, was getting a piece of a cane stalk and getting to sop the foam and 
molasses that clung to the huge homemade pan the molasses were cooked down in. 
Mmmmm ...nothing tastes better on a crisp fall afternoon. 

Aunt Hattie was most meticulous about the consistency and color of the molasses they 
made. They worked for nothing but the best possible. I have been fortunate to have 

found two families who also continue to 
make molasses and are willing to put in 
the time and effort to make nothing but 
the best. Each fall is eagerly anticipated 
waiting to hear the Deel's or the Bra
nham 's were having their stir-off. Not 
that I attend either one, shamefully I do 
not take the time, but I do buy ajar or 
two. Our senses are wonderful for 
triggering memories, especially taste and 
smell. We lose loved ones, traditions 
change, but it is comforting to know that 
all one needs to do is open a jar, take a 
spoonful (or dip your finger in it), taste, 
and close your eyes too find yourself 
back in time and early years can be 

revisited. 

This is the Harmon Rasnick familyannual molasses stir-off. 
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The entire Summer 2003 issue of The Rasnick Family Newsletter was designed to honor those 
RASNICK-RASNAKE-RASNIC family members and their descendants who have, or who are currently 
serving their country in the Military. Since then, I have continued to receive additional names from cousins 
who'd like their loved ones to also be recognized, and I am proud to include them in the list below. A star
*following their name indicates the person is currently still serving. 

Bertram W. Rasnick 
Major US Army 

Clifford C. Rasnick 
CPL US Army WWII 

Daniel L. Rasnick 
US Air Force 

Darrell Conley Rasnick 
US Army Korea 

Earl Rasnick
 

Harvey Brady Rasnick
 
US Air Force Vietnam 

Herbert J. Rasnick 
US -ArmyIUS Air Force 

James Carl Rasnick 
US Air Force 

James Ray Rasnick 
(KIA) France WWI 

John Samuel Rasnake 

US Air Force 

Lewis D. Rasnick 
US AnnyWWII 

Mark Rasnake* 
Major US Air Force 

Paul E. Rasnake 
US Army WWII 

Phil Rasnake 
US Navy 

Robert F. Rasnick 
~~~~~~~~~~,~~
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The following are descendants of Tom and Sarah Barton Rasnake.
 

Anthony Dwayne Owens-USAF 

Brian Keith Childress*-USAF 

Bridgett Ramsey Rice*

US Marines 

David Presley 

Dinah Shoemaker 

Donald Lee Rasnake 

Donald Lee Stevens 

Edgar Stevens 

Ernest Rasnake 

Freddie Nelson Rasnake 

Haskel B. Rasnake-US Navy 

James Eugene Rasnake 

Jerry Douglas Childress-USAF 

Joseph Calloway 

Lee Shoemaker 

Lisa Shoemaker Mills 

Mark Owens*-USAF 

Mark Rasnake 

Michael Douglas Childress-USAF 

Paul Allen Childress-US Navy 

Timothy Joe Childress*-USAF 

Thomas Acie (Asa) Rasnake 

Tommy Hurshel Street 

Tommy James Childress-USAF 

Tivis Ball 

Tivis Colley Gibson 

William Moscoe Rasnake-US Army 

William Shoemaker 

Correction 
In the last issue, N.B. Rasnike was featured in 

the Civil War Section. His mother was 
incorrectly identified as Elizabeth Skeen. The 

correct name of his mother was Elizabeth 
Litton, which was clarified by cousin Louise 
LaForce Roberson. Louise also sent in this 

photo of N. B. Rasnike, more commonly 
known as Napoleon Bonapart Rasnick. 

*
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Do you know these people???
 
These photos were found in EFFIE RASNICK'S COLLECTION. 
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by Lynn Rasnake Thompson 

LEBANON REUNION 
Lebanon High School 
Sunday, August 3, 2003 

We only had 59 people sign in at the Reunion this year, but off 
of the top of my head we ended up having around 65 or 70. The 
food was excellent as usual. Dewey Rose and the Mountaineers 
were great as usual. I got to flat foot with Maynard Salyers, son 
of Nancy Rasnake Salyers, He is in his early 80's. He said if 
he was ten years younger he would dance all day. Dewey 
and his Band played for about an hour and then we had a 
moment of silence, remembering our Family members that 
are no longer with us. Ira Gene Rasnake said the blessing 
Then we all ate like crazy! Then Lanie attended to the business of the year. Then we gave away all of 
the door prizes. We had two oldest this year: Mabel Rasnake, age 88, and Fannie Rasnake Kelly, age 
87. Fannie said she was stopping at Wal-mart on her way home, 
she was so tickled. Aunt Mabel held onto her gift certificate for 
dear life. Youngest, Nicholas Rowland, said he really liked the 
ABC book, he is 3 yrs. old. Sandra Rasnake Judd got the Ralph 
Stanley memory book, for traveling the farthest, she came from 
Michigan, about 500 miles. Lanie was voted back in as President; 
Janie was voted back in as Vice-President; Terri Rasnick Rowland 

resigned and she nominated 
me for Treasurer and I was 
voted in. I introduced Bill 
and Toy Sutherland and 
presented them with the 
Bronze Hessian Soldier 
Plaque in appreciation of 
the genealogy work their 
family has done on our family. Our two oldest Rasnakes, Dock 
and Campbell, that were with us last year are ill and did not 

make it this year. They were sorely missed. Eventhough our 
turnout was not as good this year as in the past, everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves! 

Lee and Brian Napier, Comet Rasnake 

Tonya Rasnake, Nellie Rasnake Jessee 

and J.C. Jessee 

Mike, J.D. and Dewey Rose 

,--------
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Lynn Rasnake Thompson and Gary Thompson 

Clyde Rasnake Susan Rasnake Geist 

Makalia, Desirea and Jacob Thursam 

Reunion at the 
James Rasnake Cemetery
 

Lanie Rasnake Sutherland and 

~ Comet Rasnake and Paige Rasnake Farhood 
Janie Rasnake Gilbert 

...J'P>e.~~~~~~~
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Reba Fanner Lester Stephanie and Justin Harris , Julia Spangler 

Reunion for descendants of
 
Susie Rasnake Gibson Street
 

~ 
Joseph Street Calloway and his wife Phyllis Dingus Street and Clayton Dye ~ 

Wendy )J 
o.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Introduction 

Some of the descendants of J acob 
Rasnick and Mary Counts have taken 
upon themselves the task of collecting 
and recording cemetery data pertinent 
to our family, in order to preserve 
information of our past and to make it 
available to other researchers and 
genealogists. Large amounts of infor
mation have been, and will continue to 
be collected for the eventual purpose 
of creating a reference guide to Ras

- I 

nick (all inclusive spellings) Family 
burying places. 

In tills and subsequent issues of the 
Newsletter, you will see tills informa
tion presented in an abbreviated 
format. While tills will be an ongoing 
project and is by no means complete, 
we feel it to be as accurate as possible 
using the data from the research we 
have avatlable at tills time. 
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Documentation of this type can be 
quite challenging. There seems to be a 
tendency in some family lines to 
favor the use of particular names or 
combination of names from one 
generation to the next, so it can 
become quite confusing at times to 
know just exactly which person you 
are dealing with. Also, our family 
seems to be notorious for variances 
when it comes to the spelling of 
names, both first and especially the 
last. In addition to this, certain stones 
or markers may be inscripted with a 
shortened version of a person's given 
name, a nickname, or simply just 
initials, and mayor may not include 
dates. Some markers may be broken 
or so worn that they are difficult or 
impossible to read. Even worse, some 
graves are only indicated with one 
or more field stones with no clue as 

As odd as it may seem to some, I 
think many would agree that one of 
th e highlights of last year's reunion 
activities was the cemetery tour. 
Even the youngest participant 
seemed to have had a good time . 
Visiting these places can be a 
rewarding experience and I encour
age everyone who can, to do so. 
VVh en you go be sure to take along 
your notebook and camera to record 
whatever you come across. But 
please be aware that most of these 
family cemeteries are located on 
private property. Be considerate in 
obtaining prior permission from the 
property owners before your visit. 
And don 't forget to close any gates 
you may pass through. Many of these 
sites are very pretty and well cared 
for, but some are in need of some 
TLC. Don't be afraid to find out what 
you can do to help maintain th em! 

to who lies beneath, as is the case with 
many unnamed or unknown infants. 
Any unclear or questionable data will 
be noted with a star (*) Please help us 
by taking the time to look over these 
pages and contact the J acob Rasnick 
Project address on the back of this 
Newsletter to submit corrections or 
omissions. 

I would like to express my sincere 
appreciation to those dedicated cousins 
who have climbed up the hills, and 
traipsed through the briers and cow 
patties, and swatted off mosquitoes, 
and dodged the occasional rainstorm 
to gather this information for us. Also 
special thanks go out to the wonderful 
"clean-up crews" who've given up their 
free time and sweat to beautify these 
cemetery grounds by cutting down 
weeds, repairing fences, mowing lawns 
and uprighting fallen stones. Many 
thanks from all of us to all of you for 
your hard work and dedication on this 
important family projectl 

Thank you!! 

Cemetery Cleanup Crew
 

Glade Hollow Cemetery
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Rasnick Cemetery (Glade Hollow) 

Also known as: Jacob and Mary Rasnake Cemetery. 

Location: Lebanon, Russell County, Virginia. 

How to get there: From Lebanon, take Route 82 and turn Right at Route 640. The cemetery is 
located a few miles down the road on the Left, on the top of the hill behind a brick house. Advance 
permission must be obtained from the land owner before visiting. It is a steep climb through a cow 
pasture with briers and may not be easily accessible for everyone. The view from inside the 
cemetery overlooks the site of the original Jacob Rasnick homeplace and farm. The exact location of 
Jacob and Mary's graves is unknown, however a monument was erected here in 1977 by some of 
their descendants in memory of these founding parents and pioneers of the Rasnick-Rasnake-Rasnic 
Family of SW Virginia, and their nine children. 

This file submitted by Marie Rasnick Fetzer. 

Jacob Rasnick - Hessian Soldier 

Mary "Mollie" Counts Rasnick 

Samuel W. Rasnake 
24 Mar 1898 - 29 Jul 1899 

Charles C. Rasnake 
1834 - 1902 

Elizabeth Rasnake JACOB & MOLLIE'S original home (no longer standing) 
1839-1919 

Martha W. Johnson 
10 Jan 1867 - 27 Mar 1928 

GLADE HOLLOW viewfrom cemetery 

MEMORIAL
 

"In fond memory of Jacob & Mollie Counts Rasnick
 

Hessian Revolutionary War Soldier & the parents of
 

all Rasnicks, Rasnakes, Rasnics.
 

Their children were John, Jacob, Jr., Elijah, Margaret,
 

Lazarus. Mary, Nancy. Jonas & Christina. "
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Elijah Rasnake Cemetery
 

Location: OtT Route 625 near the Russell County line. 

How to get there: This cemetery is on the Old Joe Rasnake Place, only it is actually on down the 
point or ridge from the James Rasnake Cemetery. Although strip mining has been performed all 
around this Cemetery, it is still very beautiful and surprisingly in very good shape. To get to this 
cemetery, from Route 621, turn on Route 625, travel about 1 mile, to end of Russell County 
line,(county line markers are gone now), Route 625 ends here, and just past the county line, 
come to a fork in road, turn right. I'm not sure of just which of the counties these two cemeter
ies would be located in, since all three Russell, Dickenson and Buchanan join here. These 
directions are given based on traveling in from the Hart's Creek end of Route 621. 

This file submitted by Glenda Osborne. 

Eva Rasnake Elijah Rasnake 
April 22, 1916 - December 15, 1922 1869 - 1958 

Nancy Rasnake J.R.H. Rasnake 
1870 - 1949 January 23, 1894 - October 26, 1920 

There were three field rocks marked with just initials as follows: 
L. R. 
B. R. 
H. R. 

There appears to be 1 grave that is unmarked here not sure, no rocks, no writing. 

Olen L. Rasnake 
July 29, 1921 - June 30, 1922 

Baby grave, nothing written, marked with field rocks. 

Ronnie B. Rasnake 
son of Tandy and Mabel Rasnake 
October 27, 1936 - December 22, 1936 

Raford S. Rasnake 
son of Tandy and Mabel Rasnake 
Stillborn 
June 04, 1939 

E.E. Rasnake 

,Elijah,Rasnake! 
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Rasnake Cemetery 

Location: Russell County, Virginia. 

How to get there: Route 621, Sandy Ridge, located at the Burton and Sarah Musick homeplace. 

This file submitted by Glenda Osborne. 

Flornie Mae Newberry Effie Mae Newberry 
1917 - 1982 1942 - 1942 

Rosie Chrisp Lonnie Edward Thompson 
July 15, 1927 - July 15, 1927 March 10, 1967 - March 11, 1967 

Nancy Rasnake Sam Rasnake 
April 19, 1883 - July 3, 1952 February 15, 1879 - January 2, 1960 

Abraham V. Rasnake Lucy T. Rasnake 
1907 - 1974 1917 

Earl Rasnake Samuel C. Rasnake 
1959 - 1982 October 13, 1909 - February 24, 1977 

There are 7 graves here that are marked, but have no writing on them. Most likely there are 
other graves here that aren't marked. 

James Rasnake Cemetery 

Also known as: Jim Rasnake Cemetery; Salyers-Rasnake Cemetery. 

Location: Russell County, Virginia. 

How to get there: This cemetery is very well kept and located just off Route 625, near or on 
what was at one time known as, "The Old Joe Rasnake Property". There is the remains of a 
sawmill beside it now. There are 16 graves listed here and there may be others that can't be 
seen, but 8 of them are on old field rock and extremely hard to read. 

The information contained in this file is compiled from various sources,
 
including the work of
 

Glenda Osborne and Frieda Patrick Davison.
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James Rasnake Cemetery - continued 

Lanis Michel Gilbert*
 
July 18, 1953 - September 8, 1953
 

Mattie Ellen Rasnake Powers*
 
1881 - June 1961
 

James Harvey Rasnake
 
March 16, 1838 - January 5, 1926
 

John Rasnake*
 
May 18, 1876 - March 3,1897
 

Pate Rasnick*
 
March 29, 1886 - May 19, 1886
 

Noah Rasnake*
 
July 8, 1863 - November 5, 1886
 

Dan Rasnake*
 
November 29,1893 - December, 1963
 

Seldon Rasnake*
 
May 23, 1922 - July 22, 1971
 

Washington Salyers*
 
April 15, 1943 - June 11, 1944
 

John L. Salyers 

Claude Rasnake 
1918 - 1938 

Rachel Rasnake 
May 1, 1862 - April 5, 1936 

Martha Jane Tiller Rasnake 
July 10, 1843 - September 20, 1886 

Anna Mae Rasnake* 
1865 - June 27, 1931 

Mr. J. Rasnick* 
June 1, 1842 - September 20, 1886 

Sarah Rasnake* 
1871 - 1888 

Gracy Rasnake* 
1896 - 1975 

James R. Salyers 
November 18, 1922 - July 29, 1917 

Nancy Salyers 
August 14, 1945 - August 17, 1945 

* Indicates unsure or incomplete data. This is a compilation of more than one researcher who 
may have differing information. 

James Harvey Rasnake , -"I Rachel Rasnake on left 
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P. S. Rasnake Cemetery 

Also known as: Pleasant Sylvester Rasnake Cemetery; "Vess" Rasnake Cemetery. 

Location: Cleveland, Virginia. 

How to get there: This cemetery is located on Route 621, Sandy Ridge, in a curve below road 
near the home of Samuel and Alice Rasnake. 

The information contained in this file is compiled from various sources, 
including the work of 

Glenda Osborne and Frieda Patrick Davison. 

Bales Ray Cox 
Bales March 10, 1942 - March 10, 1942 

Ferne Deel Stillborn Baby of P.S. Rasnake 
November 18, 1935 - November 17, 1942 November 8, 1918 

Rasnake 
Rasnake 
Rasnake 
(These are children of Thomas Jefferson Rasnake and Sarah Emily Barton Rasnake, thought to 
be Johnnie circa 1897; George Washington, circa 1907; Thomas Jefferson, Jr. 1917.) 

Causby Maynard Cecil Beauregard Rasnake 
1837 July 1, 1920 - December 1920 

Benjamin H. Rasnake Mary Rasnake 
April 11, 1891 - July 20, 1891 June 6, 1884 - December 10, 1887 

Leah S. Rasnake* Rev. J. W. Rasnake 
September 17, 1839 - March 19, 1907 September 19, 1839 - December 25, 1924 

Henrietta Rasnake Clarence A. Rasnake 
November 10, 1885 - November 23, 1967 April 1, 1911 - May 5, 1953 

Mertie Tiller Rasnake Betty Sue Rasnake 
April 7, 1911 - April 17, 2001* August 7, 1952 - August 7, 1952 

Jacob William Rasnake William C. Rasnake 
September 19, 1839 - December 25, 1924 April 11, 1951 
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P. S. Rasnake Cemetery continued 

Clarence Wayne Rasnake Ruby Jean Rasnake 
June 6, 1948 - May 8, 1992 1930 - 1972 

Willis Carl Rasnake Dolly Rasnake 
1951 - 1955 1888 - 1914 

Ratliff (twin) Pleasant Sylvester Rasnake 
Ratliff (twin) September 2, 1870 - January 7, 1953 

Rachel J. Rasnake Rit Rasnake 
March 27, 1845 - May 11, 1917 January 17, 1893 - August 11, 1919 

Sophia (Sofa) Ellen Musick Rasnake 
February 26, 1874 - September 1, 1906 

Worley- (nothing else is written on marker other than Worley 
this is probably a 6 or 7 yr. old child belonging to a Taze 
Worley) 

* Indicates unsure or incomplete data. This is a compilation of 
more than one researcher who may have differing information. 

P.S. RASNAKE 

Headstone 

JACOB WILLIAM RASNAKE 

1839 - 1924 

DOLLY RASNAKE 

1888 - 1914 
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Rasnake-Smith Cemetery 

Location: On Rt. 600 in Sink Hole Valley about two miles out of Cleveland, Virginia, just past 
the Ivy Ridge Chapel Church. There are actually four cemeteries located here. Two are beautiful 
and well cared for. The Smith Cemeteries are in the woods at the end of the first two cemeteries 
and are overgrown. There are numerous graves here that are marked with field stones. 

This file submitted by Glenda Osborne. 

Granville Rasnake 
15 Jul 1877 - 2 Jan 1946 

Amy Rasnake 
4 Oct 1879 - 4 Aug 1955 

Beulah May Rasnake 
7 May 1913 - 30 Jun 1959 

Hazel McReynolds 

22 Jul 1900 - 29 Jun 1972 

Teresa Lynn Campbell 

15 Jun 1949 - 23 Jun 1949 

[A fence separates the above section from the following section.} 

Ella Musick 
1888 - 1945 

IK Z. Fikis* 

Joe Hall 
10 Dec 1900 - 10 Oct 1965 

Dock Rhea 
12 Dec 1904 - 7 Aug 1959 

Patricia Jean Singleton 
6 Jun 1946 - 16 Oct 1946 

Clarence W. Singleton 
26 Nov 1907 - 13 Apr 1949 

Mabel J. Singleton 
12 Nov 1908 - 5 Jun 1977 

Zelin T. Simerly (WW II) 
20 Jul 1906 - 24 Feb 1968 

Fannie P. Kiser 
1884 - 1960 

Frank P. Kiser 

1890 - 1945 

Janice M. Breeding 

28 Jun 1941 

James Kemper Chafin 

5 Jan 1876 - 29 Jan 1963 

Carnelie Chafin 

11 May 1877 - 13 Jun 1950 

Alton Sutherland 

9 Mar 1927 - 23 Aug 1939 

Hester E. Sutherland 

25 Dec 1895 - 20 Nov 1945 
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Rasnake-Smith Cemetery - continued 

Otis C. Sutherland 
23 May 1889 - 17 Sep 1961 

(Aunt) Gal Sutherland 

Grace Irene LaForce 
1 Jun 1901 - 21 Dec 1946 

Thomas J. Presley 
22 Nov 1884 - 13 Nov 1972 

Rosa B. Presley 

29 Aug 1890 - 4 Nov 1966 

Jack D. Presley 

30 Jul1929 - 3 Jul 1961 

[The following are located in the Smith section in the woods.] 

Joseph W. Glass 
10 Apr 1882 - 2 Mar 1930 

Melvin J. Smith 
8 Jul1879 - 2 May 1936 

Lillie C. Smith 
26 May 1892 - 2 Aug 1932 

William P. Smith 
9 Dec 1859 - 4 Nov 1924 

Matilda Smith 

died 14 Aug 1891 

William Smith 

4 Feb 1817 - 25 Apr 1916 

V.J.T. (footstone) 

* Indicates unsure or incomplete data. 

Stephen Rasnick Cemetery 

Location;_Rt. 625 about 1/4 mile off Rt. 621 on the right side of the road.
 

This file submitted by Glenda Osborne.
 

Stephen Rasnick 

17 Jan 1852 - 5 Dec 1916 

Sarah Rasnick Myrtle O. Rasnake 

13 Jan 1858 - 9 Jan 1951 13 Nov 1915 - 27 Dec 1925 

25



1969 

Thomas Rasnake Cemetery 

Location: Indian Creek, Bee, Buchanan County, Virginia. 

This file submitted by Frieda Patrick Davison. 

Emory Ball 

09 Apr 1928 - 08 Jul 1963 

Ada Ruth Rasnake Childress 

12 Apr 1919 - Still Living 

Baby Childress 

Danny Joe Childress 

11 Mar 1939 - 11 Nov 1962 

Joe T. Childress 

1911 - 1966 

Tom Rasnake Headstone 

Tom and Sarah Rasnake 

Bascom Slemp Griffey 

22 May 1919 - 28 Mar 1970 

Sarah Emily Barton Rasnake 

14 Apr 1878 - 24 Mar 1961 

Thomas Jefferson Rasnake 

05 Feb 1873 - 16 Dec 1966 

Jamie Dean Yates 

14 Oct 1962 - 02 Sep 1966 
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One Puckett Cemetery 

Location: Dickenson County, Virginia. Near Haysi Rt. 80 to Rt, 616. High upon the Appala
chian Mountains on Buck Puckett Ridge. 

This file was found on the Internet. Contributor is unknown to me. 

Lizzie Puckett 

26 Jul 1902 - 23 Jun 1931 

Mont Puckett 

8 Jul1902 - 27 Jan 1927 

William James 

aka Buck Puckett 

31 Jul 1872 - 12 Jul 1953 

Sara Puckett 

16 Sep 1867 - 9 Jan 1922 

Linda M. Puckett 

9 Feb 1905 

Jeroboam Puckett 

8 May 1884 - 28 Feb 1888 

David Puckett 

8 Jun 1843 - 4 Feb 1894 

Mary J. Puckett 

12 Sep 1843 - 20 Jan 1902 

Pricy J. Taylor 

1855 - 1974 

Solomon D. Taylor 

1874 - 1960 

Harless H. Taylor 

9 Jun 1931 - 29 Oct 1968 

Mont Ray 

4 Mar 1929 - 11 Apr 1945 

Ralph R. Slinger (USNR) 

26 Sep 1922 - 16 Nov 1958 

Nelson Scott Rat)iff 

15 Oct 1952 - 16 Oct 1952 

Jennifer R. Ratliff 

11 Jun 1975 - 28 Jun 1975 

Lee M. Boye Campbell 

14 Apr 1912 - 18 Dec 1912 

Ruby Mae Dotson 

16 Feb 1930 - 21 Jan 1931 

Romona Lee Romans 

4 Jan 1932 - 30 Nov 1932 
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One Puckett Cemetery - continued 

Virginia B. Davis 

07 Jul 1837 - 17 Feb 1902 

Rayford Owens 

14 Nov 1837 - 09 Jun 1919 

Freddie A. Slinger 

15 Feb 1919 - 9 Jun 1919 

Nola Alice Ratliff 

03 Mar 1916 - 23 Sep 1916 

Samuel R. Slinger 

04 Oct 1877 - 20 Apr 1925 

Hayse H. Taylor (WW II) 

15 Jun 1921 - 09 Sep 1963 

Oma Lee Taylor 

1914 - 1956 

Edith Hall Cleak 

1907 - 1951 

Willie B. Hall 

1908 - 1931 

Samuel R. Slinger 

(Spanish American War) 

Mary B. Slinger 

29 Oct 1886 - 09 Apr 1937 

Goldie Rasnick 

James Henry Rasnick 

17 Feb 1931 - 28 Nov 1933 

Counts Chapel Memorial Cemetery #1 

Location: On Rt, 652 Nealy Ridge in Clinchco, Virginia near the Counts Chapel Independent 

Freewill Baptist Church. 

This file was found on the Internet. Contributors listed only as JSM and MSM. 

Clara Leota Rasnick Virginia Rasnick 

1899 - 1950' 1922 - 1937 

Mabel Rasnick 

1921 - 1938 
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SUTHERLAND BOOKS Price List
 

Effective October 16, 2003 
Books may be ordered from William H. Sutherland, PO Box 547, St. Paul, VA. 24283 (email toybi1l@naxs.net). If books are delivered in 
Virginia a 4 5% Sales Tax must be added to the list price. Make checks payable to: SUTHERLAND BOOKS. 

(I) MEET VIRGINIA'S BABY - A Pictorial History of Dickenson County - the official document of the 1955 Diamond Jubilee of 
Virginia ' s "Baby County." A warm, human interest account in words and pictures of the hardy pioneers and their offspring who hewed out 
this "Diamond in the Wilderness" from the rough ridges and bottom lands, this handsomely bound 9.6 xEff 12 inch volume of320 pages is 
the family album of Dickenson County. Latest Reprint. $50 plus $6 shipping & handling - total $56. (VATAX $2.25) 

(2) PIONEER RECOLLECTIONS - collected by the late Judge Sutherl and over more than 50 years , beginnin g in 1915. Many of the 
narrators of these recollections were actual participants in, or eye-witne sses of, the events they tell about , or they had talked to person s who 
were closely connected with some of the events or happenings. The 1995 edition contain s 45 added pages making a total of 564 pages , with 
hard back cover, $55.00 plus $7 shipp ing & handling-total $62. (VATAX $2.48). 

(3) PIONEER RECOLLECTIONS ADDITIONS - 45 pages that were added to the 1995 edition has been printed separately for those who 
have the first (1984) edition at a cost of$5 .50 plus $1.75 shipping & handling-total $7.25.(VATAX$0.25) 

(4) SOME SANDY BASIN CHARACTERS - warmly admiring, short biographies of nine of the earliest settlers of the Sandy Basin
bringing alive memories of our great-grandparents from the individualistic Jesse Austin to tragedy-stalked Baron de Tubeuf of Sugar Hill 
(near St Paul, Wise County) these sketches bring you face to face with some of your own forefathers and introduce you to the rugged life 
they lived in the primitive fastness of a new raw land. Other characters in this 246 page 5.5 x 8.5 inch hard-back book are: Frank Monroe 
Beverly (Poet of the Cumberlands) Richard "Fighting Dick" Colley , Elijah Shelby Counts, Winfield Scott Grizzle, Helen Timmons 
Henderson , Richard 0 B Sutherland and William Sutherland. Latest reprint. $25 plus $5 shipping & handling-total $30 . (VATAX $1.13) 

(5) SANDLICK PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH - The First Hundred Years - This history of the oldest religious assembly in 
Dickenson County records its organization as an ann of Reeds Valley Church in Russell County on Feb. 25,1837, with names of members, 
pastors , clerks and deacons the first 100 years. In his FOREWORD, Judge Sutherland states: "Some of my earliest and happiest memories 
have to do with going to meeting at Sandlick Baptist Church. As a tiny lad I often went there .... on the fourth Saturday or Sunday in the 
month . I rode the seven long miles perched on a sheepskin cushion behind my father or mother on "Old Suz," the family mule. Later , as I 
grew older , I frequently walked the distance .." Latest reprint, this 5.5 x 8.5 inch, 48 page, soft covered booklet sells for $5.00 plus $1.75 
shipping & handling - total $6.75 . (VATAX $0.2 2) 

(6) SOME DESCENDANTS OF JOHN COUNTS OF GLADE HOLLOW (Southwest Virginia) VOLUME 1 -1722-1977 Researched 
by Judge E J Sutherland. Originall y published in 1978, the 420 page 6.5 x 9 inch hardback volume includes the families of Artrip , Carter, 
Colley , Counts, Deel, Dyer, Edwards , Gr izzel (Grizzle), Jessee , Keyser (Kiser) , Long, Mattocks (Mattox), Owens, Rasnake (Rasnick), Skeen, 
Smith, Stinson, Sutherland, Willard, Yates and many others. Price $45 plus $6 shipping & handling-total $51. (VATAX $2.03).COL
LECTED AND COMPILED BY HETTY SWINDALL SUTHERLAND 

(7) SOME DESCENDANTS OF JOHN COUNTS OF GLADE HOLLOW (Southwest Virginia) VOLUME 2 -- 1722-2003 (Supple
ment) Published in 2003 the 850 page, 8 Yz x 11 inch hardback. with 173 photos, supplements Volume 1 (Item 6) following the format of the 
Volume 1; but includes only persons in Volume 1 on which new information is available and as much of Volume 1 as is needed for 
continu ity in parentage. Includes the families of Addington, Adkins, Amburgey, Anderson, Arrington, Artrip, Baker, Ball, Barton, Belcher, 
Blankenship, Boggs, Bowman , Branham, Breeding, Brown , Carter , Childress, Colley, Combs, Compton, Crabtree, Damron, Davis, Deel, 
Dickenson, Dotson, Duty, Dye, Edward s, Evans, Fields , Fleming, French, Fuller, Garrett , Gibson , Gilliam , Grizzel(l), Hale , Hall, Hammons, 
Hay(es) , Henderson, Henry, Hibbitts , Horn(e), Hughes, Jessee , Johnson , Jones, Keel , Kins(z)er, Kiser, La Force , Lambert, Lee, Lewis, Long, 
Lyon(s) , Mcf.owan, McCoy, Martin, Meade , Miller, Minton , Moore , Mullins, Musick, Newberry, Oquinn, Osborne(e) Owens , Phillips , 
Powers, Pressley, Puckett, Quesinberry, Ramey, Rasnake (Rasnick), Rice, Riddle, Robinson, Roe, Rose, Salyers, Scott , Sexton, Silcox, 
Skeen(s), Smith, Stanley, Steph(v)ens, Street, Sutherland, Swindall , Sykes, Taylor, Tiller, Turner, Vest, Viers, Wagner , Wallace , White, 
Williams , Willis, Wilson, Wood, Wright, & Yates. Price $60 plus $8 shippirng & handling - total $68 (VATAX $2.70). 

(8) SWINDALL AND AUSTIN FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA 1622-1995. Published in 1995, the 416 page, 8 
1/2 X 11 hard-covered volume has over 200 photos and includes the related families of Abdon, Addington, Alexander, Allen , Bently, 
Beverly , Bolling, Bullock, Brown, Calloway, Childress, Clore , Craft , Corporon, Countiss, Curtwright, Davis, Dotson, Elliott, Elsbery, 
Enochs , Fleming, Fletcher, Graham, Grizzle, Hamilton, Hash, Hayden , Heaberlin, Hibbitts, Hillman , Holohan, Hopkins, Hubbard , Hughes, 
Johnson , Keene , Killen , Landreth, Leavene , McFall , Martin, Mathews, Maxey, Mullins, Noel, Phipps, Potter, Powers, Rector, Renfro , Rife, 
Rose, Rouse , Shortt, Smith, Stallard , Stephens, Tipps, Vance, Vanover, Watkins, Whitt , Yeager and many others. $45.00 plus $6 shipping & 
handl ing - total $51. (VATAX $2 .03) 
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NeeA Bible Info
 
amily tradition says that Jacob's 

mother gave him a Bible before he 
left Germany for America. We con
inue to search for this and any other 
ibles that contain birth, death, mar

riage and baptism records of our 
family. Before these records disappear 
forever, why not clean out your attics and old trunks and 
xerox historical documents (including school, work, min
ing and military records) and mail them to me at the ad
dress printed on the back cover of this Newsletter. Let me 

ow if you need copying or postage reimbursement. 

Happy Hunting! !
 

Oops! 

This photo previously featured in Newsletter No.3, Spring 2002 
was incorrectly identified. The correct identification, according 
to Effie Rasnick's files is, Left to Right: 

Calvin, Evin, John and Dan Rasnake 
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In cRgmembrance
 

Cynthia Ethel Rasnake 86, of Cleveland, Va. died Friday, April 4,2003 in Lebanon, Va. 

Born January 27, 1917 in Buchanan Co., she was a daughter of the late Russell and Maudie Street Massie. 

She was a certi fi ed N urs ing Assistant and a member of Cleveland United M ethodist Church. Survivors include 

her husband, Carl Rasnakej two daughters, six sons, two stepdaughters, two sis ters, several grandchil d ren and 

great, and great-great grandchildren. Services were held at Honaker Funeral Home by Rev. Roy Walls and Rev. 

J im Little. Buria l was in Rasnake Cemetery. 

Ra Iph S. Rasn ic 89, formerly of Lee County, Va. passed away Tuesday June 10, 20 0 3. He was 

presently residing in Riner, Va . He was preceded in death by his parents, Robert Jackson Rasnic and Louisa 

C ordelia Robinette Rasnic. Surviving are two sons, J ohn Rasnic of O rlando , Fl. and Robert Rasnic of Richmond, 

Va. j one daughter, Ann Rasnic Chamberlin of Norfolk, Va. j four grandchildrenj two sis ters, M argaret Rasnic of 

Duffi eld, Va. and C lara Rasnic Hall of Defiance, Ohio j and one brother, Tyler Rasnic of J onesville, Va. Horne 

Funeral Home presided with graveside services conducted in Christiansburg, Va. 

Ira Cu rtis Rasna ke 69, passed away Friday, August 22, 20 03 , in Southhampton Memorial 

Hospital. Born Dec. 3 , 1933, in Buchanan Co., Va ., he was a son of the late Roy Rasnake and V enia 

Barton Rasnake. He spent most of his life in the area and was a farmer. Survivors include form er wife, Fayrene 

James Rasna ke of Davenport, Va .j seven daughters, three sons, one sis ter, one brother, one stepbrother, two 

grandsons, five granddaughtersj his stepmother, Grace Rasnake of Lebanon, and several nieces and nephews also 

survive. Funeral services were conducted at Honaker Funeral Home w ith Rev. Robert Tiller and Rev. Roy Lee 

Wilson officiating. Interment was at Barton C emetery on Sandy Ridge, Va. 

Claudie Rasnake passed 

away Monday, October 6, 2003 in 

Richlands, Va. He was the son of 

Pierce Rasnake and Elizabeth Barton 

Rasnake. Funeral was held at the 

Honaker Funeral Home and burial 

followed at the Duty C emetery at 

Indian Creek. 
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For Your ~ ~ I 

Information, 
~ -_ ._ . _ - - . - .__._ - - ,' " ,._. . _... . -.. ..~ 

ID YOU KNOW.... 
he Russell County Library in Lebanon keeps a 

copy of all Rasnick Family Newsletters in their
 

Website Shutdown 
The Jacob Rasnick Project website 
has been temporarily shut down for 

the past few months but will be 
openinp back up early next year. It 

is a private site available free to 
descendants ofJacob and Mollie 

Rasnick who are interested in 
family research and news. If you 

have access to the Internet and 
would like more information, 

contact me at 
MarieFetzer@cJl·rr.com. 

Family History Room! Feel 
free to make a copy for 
yourself or family member 
of anything you've missed in 
the past! 

New Label
 
Many requests have come in from cousins wanting to 

know when their Rasnick Family Newsletter subscription 

expires. In response, you will now find your subscription's 

expiration date printed under the address on your mailing 

label. Please contact me with any discrepancies. 

THE RASNICK FAMILY
 

NEWSLETTER
 

Edited and Published by: 

Marie Rasnick Fetzer
 

1154 Peak Circle
 

Deltona, FL 32738
 

email: MarieFetzer@cfl.rr.com
 

Annual subscription of$10.00 includes
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