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Dear Cousin,
 
I hope this issue of the Rasniek Family Newsletter finds you all safe 
and well despite the new era of terrorism and world-wide 
instability that has been thrust upon us. Now that our Ameriean 
Troops have been sent to a strange land to fight a particularly 
nasty war, it seems appropriate to honor our RASNICK-RASNAKE
RASNIC FAMJLY members who have served in the armed forces 
with a "Military Tribute·· in this issue. The topic has generated a lot 
of interest on The Jaeob Rasniek Projeet website over the last few 
months and I'd like to thank everyone who contributed photos and 
information to help put this article together. Special thanks go to 
Frieda Patriek DaYison, who did an outstanding job of researching 
the military information and providing many photos. Just a word 
about the content of the material in the Military section: Spellings 
are presented as they appeared in the sources cited and may not 
always be familiar. You may notice some of the individual stories 
have been featured in past Rasniek Family Newsletters, but were 
included again in order to allow for a more complete presentation. 



The information comes from a variety of different sources, and although it is accurate to the 
best of our knowledge, is not guaranteed. Please contact the address on the back page with 
any corrections or additions you may have. 

RESEARCH: A couple of items of Good News to pass along in the Research department: 
First, I am very pleased to announce that work has finally begun on reviewing and tran
scribing the documents, and preserving and cataloging the photographs, of Effie Rasnick's 
Research. This is a huge, time consuming effort that will be ongoing for quite some time. 
I wish to sincerely thank Effie's niece, Nancyann Rasnick Serra for her generosity in 
making these photos and documents available to us. 

Another really exciting piece of information regarding our current research efforts is that a 
Professional Researcher has been hired in Germany to search for documentation on the 
HESSIAN SOLDIER, JOHANN JAKOB RUEHRSCHNECK and to attempt to defini
tively link him to our ancestor JACOB RASNICK. She is already on the job and I will 
certainly post updates as information becomes available. 

GENEALOGY TRIP: In March, I flew to 
Phoenix to visit my father's Aunt Jeanette. She 
allowed me to videotape an interview with her, 
which marked the beginning of the videotap
ing project, and I have to say that it turned out 
very well. Special thanks to Jeanette Rasnick 
Rose, last surviving child of Ezekiel and 
Ernestine Kiser Rasnick, and her daughter 
Peggy Rose Szoke for sharing with me their 

Jeanette Rasnick Rose 
stories and hospitality. I had a wonderful Earl Rasnick 

time! Earl Rasnick, Effie's brother, who is 
the last surviving child of Oliver "Bud" Rasnake and Nancy Ann 
"Nannie" Grimsley Rasnake has agreed to be interviewed next, and I hope to be able to 
tape him very soon. 

CEMETERY PROJECT: The Rasnick-Rasnake-Rasnic Family Cemetery Project is 
coming along really well thanks to everyone who submitted information and photos. It will 
most likely be presented in several installments, although I may change my mind on this. 
I'd originally planned to begin it this issue, but as the Military section grew, space got to be 
a problem and I will have to delay it until later, so look forward to that next time. 

REUNION: Last but not least, it's Reunion Time again! Several family 
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reunions in SW Virginia are scheduled for this spring and summer. Family 
History Days sponsored by the Russell County Genealogy Society has 
been scheduled for the first weekend in June and will be again held on the 
lawn of the Russell County Public Library. If you're able, do yourself a 
favor and try to make it to some of these events! 

Til next time, 
(" 

WILL OF JAMES P. RASNICK
 
Russell County, Virginia
 

Will Book 6, Page 398 - 399
 
Executed 03 Nov 1852 

I James P. Rasnick of the County of Russell and State of Virginia, being feeble in body though 
of sound mind and disposing memory, do hereby make my last will and testament, in manner 
and form following; to wit: First my will and desire is that all my just debts and funeral 
expenses be paid. 
2. I give to my wife Elizabeth Rasnick the sum of five dollars. 
3d. All my personal property after the payment of my just debts & funeral expenses, consisting 
of whatever debts I may have owing to me, and all my stock of every description, my clothing of 
all kinds I give to my brother Charles W. C. Rasnick; I hold a debt on Andrew Williams Jr. for 
$24.00 for which I hold no note, which debt I also give to my brother Charles W. C. Rasnick. 
4. And I do hereby constitute and appoint Isaac Vermillion executor of this my last will and 
testament, revoking all other of former wills heretofore by me made. It is furthermore my desire 
that their be no appraisement of my estate but that my brother Charles W. C. Rasnick take my 
property into his possession immediately after my death or whatever may be left after the 
payment of my just debts above named. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 21st day of September 1852. 
his 
James P. X Rasnick (Seal) 
mark 

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presents of us in and for the last will and testament of James
 
P. Rasnick.
 
William D. Gray
 
his
 
James X Dills
 
mark
 
Isaac Vermillion
 

Virginia - At a court of quarterly session continued and held for Russell County at the court

house on the 3d day of November 1852.
 
This instrument of writing was exhibited in court as and for the last will and testament of James
 
P. Rasnick deceased, and proven by the oaths of James Dills and Isaac Vermillion two of the
 
subscribing witnesses thereto, and ordered to be recorded. And on the motion of Isaac Vermil

lion executor therein named who made oath, and together with Dale Carter his security entered
 
into and acknowledged a bond in the penalty of $600 conditioned as the law directs, certificate is
 
granted him for obtaining probat of said will in due form.
 
Teste,
 
James P. Carrell C.R.C.
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Lora Agnes Rasnake, 83, went to be with the Dale Rasnake, 74, Cleveland, Virginia. 

Lord Wednesday, January 22,2003, after a long 
courageous battle with Alzheimer's Disease. She 
was preceded in death by her parents, Bob and 
Lutishia Rasnake; her sister Edith Earls; and two 
brothers, Delmer and Carl Rasnake. Survivors 
include two brothers, Hobert of Tombstone , 
Arizona, and William of Clintwood, Virginia; and 
one sister,Shirley Johnson, of Cleveland, 
Virginia. Lora was laid to rest at Ketron 
Memorial Gardens, Lebanon, Virginia. 

Sylvia Sue Rasnake, 62, died Monday, January 
27, 2003 at her home. She was a lifelong resident 
of Russell County. Sylvia is survived by her 
husband of 43 years, Willis D. Rasnake. 
Emtombment at the Memorial Chapel Mausoleum 
in Ketron Memorial Gardens, Lebanon, Virginia. 

Olin "Bogue" Rasnick, 87, died Friday, February 
7, 2003 at his residence following a brief illness. 
Mr. Rasnick was a member of Crossroads United 
Methodist Church and served our country in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Stephen and Alma 
Rasnick; one son, Jerry Rasnick; and his wife, 
Charlotte Rasnick. Surviving are one daughter, 
Jane Shaffer of Blountville, Tennessee; and one 
son, Jon Rasnick, of Kingsport, Tennessee. Olin 
was laid to rest at Oak Hill Memorial Park. 

Marilee Rasnake Trivette, 66, departed this life 
to be with the Lord on February 6, 2003. She was 
the retired owner-operator of Tennessee Damage 
Appraisers , Inc. and a former Food City employee 
of stores 609 and 684. She was a former 
president of the American Business Women 
Association and Business Woman of the Year, a 
former sponsor of Kings, Daughters and Sons, a 
member of Tennessee Claims Association, and a 
past president of the Tri-Cities Claims Associa
tion. She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Rev. John Ezra and Golda Ball Rasnake, and a 
brother, Fred Rasnake. Survivors include brothers 
Sam Rasnake and Bill Rasnake. Burial was at 
Temple Hill Memorial Park, Castlewood, 
Virginia. 

I •• • 

Died March 9, 2003. Dale was the son of 
the late Thomas J. Rasnake and Gladolia 
Vance Rasnake, and was the husband of 
Laura Lambert Rasnake. 

~wey Lee Rasnake, 84, of Hurley, 
Virginia died Friday, April 11, 2003 in 
Grundy. Born in Mingo County, West 
Virginia, he was the son of the late Ezra 
and Martha Lambert Rasnake. He was a 
retired coal miner and was a veteran of 
World War II, having served in the Army. 
He is survived by his wife, Katherine 
Sargent Rasnake, three daughters, Shirley 
Justus, Janice Dotson and Dinah Coleman, 
all of Hurley; one sister, Zola Turner of 
Logan, West Virginia; two brothers, Gene 
Rasnake of Pigeon Creek, Virginia and Roy 
Rasnake of Bluefield, Virginia. Military 
graveside rites were conducted by John 
Ratliff of American Legion Post No. 164 
and burial was at the Rife Cemetery at 
Hurley. 

Jason Roy Rasnake, 16 of Bee, Virginia 
died Sunday, April 13, 2003 at his home. 
Born in Lebanon, he was a son of Johnny 
Roy Rasnake of Davenport and Rebecca 
Tiller Musick of Richlands. He was an 
eleventh grade student at Council High 
School, where he played on the basketball 
team. He attended the Faith in Christ 
Freewill Baptist Church at Bee. In addition 
to his parents, Jason is survived by his 
half-brother, Zachary Ryan Musick; his 
maternal grandparents , Robert and Carol 
Tiller; his paternal grandparents, Curtis 
Rasnake and Fayrene Rasnake of Daven
port; and several aunts, uncles and cousins. 
Burial was at the Ketron Memorial Gardens 
in Lebanon. 

Danny Gilbert, 38, was killed April 30, 
2003 while cutting down a tree. He was the 
son of Buryl Gilbert and Audrey Rasnake. 
Burial was at the James Rasnake Cemetery, 
Sandy Ridge. 

•• • .1 
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Ansbach-Bayreuth Troops 
Ansbach-Bayreuth troops left Anshach on 7 Mar 1777 and arrived in 
Ochsenfurth on Main where the recruits, stacked on a ship, became sick. A 

Jacob Rasnick our family's founding father, was a HESSIAN SOLDIER of the 

AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY WAR and thought to have been JOHANN JAKOB 
RUEHRSCHNECK, Private in the ANSBACH REGIMENT, 1st Company, Musketeer. 
Research continues in an effort to discover his true identltY~ 

Source: the book "German Mercenaries in Quebec" by Jean-Pierre Wilhemy. 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR PROPAGANDA 

Upon receiving accurate intelligence that the British were hiring Hessian 
mercenaries for service in America, the Continental Congress appointed a 
three-man committee "to devise a plan for encouraging the Hessions and other 
foreigners ... to quit that iniquitous service." The result was a resolution, 
believed to have been drafted by Thomas Jefferson, offering land grants to 
German deserters. It was translated into German and sent among the Hessians. Hessian Diary ' 
Benjamin Franklin, who joined the committee to implement the operation, 
arranged for the leaflets to be disguised as tobacco packets to make sure 
they would fall into the hands of ordinary Hessian soldiers. Christopher "From 1 Sep 1782 on, all of the captives from Cornwallis' Arm 
Ludwick was dispatched by Washington into the enemy camp, posing as a who had worked here and there in the country had to return to their 
deserter, to contact the Hessians and encourage them to defect. He is regiments and enter the barracks, by an order of the Congress at 
credited with the defection of "many hundred soldiers" from the German Philadelphia. Also, all of the captives from Burgoyne's army who were 
ranks. scattered in the land, were assembled. However, anyone of them 

who had married an American woman was released again for a 
In 1777, after his anival in France, Benjamin Franklin fabricated a letter fixed sum, and could again depart; the same was also true of many 
purportedly sent by a German prince to the commander of his mercenaries in who had sworn allegiance to America. All of us captives had permission 
America The letter disputed British casualty figures for the German troops, from Congress to swear our allegiance. Also, for thirty pounds, that is 
arguing that the actual number was much higher and that he was entitled to a eighty Spanish dollars, it was possible to buy freedom out of 
great amount of "blood money," the amount paid to the prince for each of his captivity, or to allow an inhabitant to buy our freedom, and we could 
men killed or wounded. work off the indebtedness. This order was publicly proclaimed, posted, 

and read in the churches. Also, the recruiting for the American 
The prince also encouraged the officer to be humane and to allow his wounded Continentals, or regular troops, was carried on here in Frederick, 
to die, rather than try to save men who might only become cripples unfit for and the recruiters were permitted to enter our barracks. They promised 
service to their prince. Between 5,000 and 6,000 Hessians deserted from the thirty Spanish dollars bounty money, of which the recruit received eight 
British side during the war, in part because of American propaganda dollars as soon as he was engaged and the remainder when he arrived at 

his regiment." 

Source: www.ciagov/cia/publications/warindep/intellopos.htrnl 
CIA FILES Source: the book "A Hessian Diary of the American Revolution" by 

Johann Conrad Doehla of the Ansbach-Bayreuth Troo~ 

mutiny occured and was contained by hussards and dragoons of the Bishop of 
Wurzburg Territory. In the Fall of 1777 the Margrave of Ansbach-Bayreuth, Charles 
Alexander, asked his uncle Frederic The Great, King of Prussia, permission for his Troops to 
cross Prussian territories on their way to America. Frederic 
answered "No" in a letter on 24 Oct 1777. The Prussian King was againt 
enrollment of German soldiers in the War he called a "quarrel" in which German 
Princes should not be involved. Because of that the Troops waited long 
weeks in vain and had to retreat to Hanan where they spent the Winter. They were joined by 
other Hessen Hanau Troops and walked through seven territories 
and free cities. Harassment of Prussian officers against Ansbach-Bayreuth 
Troops helped 334 men to desert. After many months these Troops were 
finally shipped in England in Apr 1778. Their late anival, according to the German 
Historian Friedrich Kapp, may have hindered Sir William Howe's effort to destroy General 
Washington's Army at Valley Forge because of this delay in receiving reinforcements. 
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Jacob Rasnake
 
3. In the German source:We have long known that 
Die-Ansbach-BewreutherJacob Rasnake's actual German by Frieda Patrick Davison TruJ)J)en 1777-1783 by Dr.name was probably NOT 

Rasnake or any of the spellings 
we use now. In the early Russell County r-ecor-ds, it is 
spelled the usual three ways we find it now as well as 
the following: Raresnick, Raversnuck, Raresnake, 
Rearsnake, Reversnuk, Rosenake and Reversnuck. 

Several years ago, I happened upon the following 
book: Mercenaries from Ansbach & Bayreuth Who 
Remained in America by Clifford N. Smith. As the title 
implies, this listed soldiers from the Ansbach and 
Bayreuth regiments of German soldiers who (for 
whatever reason) remained in America after the 
Revolutionary War. On page 36 of that book is the 
following: 

Ruehrschneck, Johann. Private. Ansbach Regiment. 
1st Company. Mentioned on a muster roll of June 
1783. 

When I pronounced this name aloud. I became 
convinced that it was our Jacob Rasnake. He had 
moved into an area of SW Virginia that was highly 
populated by Scots and if you say that name with a 
Scottish twist, by durn it sounds like Rasnake! The 
Johann (rather Jacob) bothered me but I decided to 
keep an open mind. 

Anyway, I searched and searched but found no other 
clues about him. In the summer of 1998, I met online 
a researcher named Johann Helmut Merz who lives 
in Nova Scotia. Although he says that his knowledge 
of the Hessian troops during the American Revolu
tion is a "h obby " believe me, in my view he is "t h e" 
scholar. 

He and I have corresponded over the past two years 
and he agreed with me that Johann Ruehrschneck is 
our Jacob Rasnake. 

Last summer I received a packet of information from 
him. He confirmed the following for us: 

1. It is an old German custom that male children 
receive two first names, in this case probably Johann 
Jacob. The second name is the actual "calling" name, 
but in military service recorcis often only the first 
name is recorded. 

2 . In the source: Mercenaries from Ansbach & 
Bayreuth by Clifford N. Smith. This names soldiers 
from Ansbach/Bayreuth who stayed in America, page 
36, Ruehrschneck, Johann. Private. Ansbach 
Regiment, 1 Company. Last mentioned in a muster 
roll of June 1783. 

Erhard Staedtler. This is a 
complete listing of soldiers 

who returned to Germany, who died through sickness 
or war action, or who remained in America. Ruehr
schneck is only mentioned under the deserters and 
settlers in America one time. 

4 . German source: Ansbach-Bayreuth Deserter List 
with places of birth. Ruehrschneck, Johann. Listed as 
a musketeer born in Watzendorf. John says this tiny 
village is about 15 km. west of Schwabach which is 
just south of Nuernberg. 

According to source #2 above: The Ansbach and 
Bayreuth units were attached directly to the British 
Army commanded by generals Howe and Clinton. The 
Ansbach Regiment served at Philadelphia, Newport, 
Springfield and Yorktown. The Bayreuth Regiment 
was at Philadelphia, Newport and Yorktown. 

The Ansbach-Bayreuth Regiments were part of 
General Corwallis' Army captured at Yorktown in 
October 1781. The prisoners were marched to 
Winchester, Virginia, where they remained until 
January 28, 1782 and from there were marched to 
Frederick, Maryland. where they arrived on January 
31, 1782. On May 13, 1783 the prisoners left Frederick 
to march via Lancaster, Philadelphia, ending up at 
Long Island on May 27, 1783. They boarded ships on 
August 6,1783 for the long journey home. 

Private Ruehrschneck, although not mentioned in 
any of these reports, and according to the military 
files was still on the muster roll in June 1783, 
probably deserted while at Winchester or Frederick 
Barracks, or on the march between these places. 

Ruehrschneck would not have been a soldier of the 
Duke of Hess, but rather of the Markgraff Carl 
Alexander von Ansbach-Bayreuth and he was 
regularly conscripted to the Regiment. As to the laws 
and rules of the time, all able bodied men between 17 
and 40 years were on the conscription lists. The 
minimum size required by the Ansbach-Bayreuth 
military rules had to be at least 5 ft., 6 in. tall. They 
also had to be free of infectious diseases. Given this it 
is unlikely that our family legend of Jacob getting 
kidnapped in the wheat fields is true (unless he failed 
to report for conscription)! 

So, we have our Jacob now birthed in Watzendorf. We 
have wondered and waited and searched for many 
generations for this information. I firmly believe this 
is our man. Now we just have to find someone in 
Germany to help us with Watzendorf records! 
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~ . ... : ~.' r:.~" BRISTOL VI RGINIA·TENNESSEAN 
,M ONDAY , NOV.EMBER 14, 1977 

REVQLUTIONARY '. BATTLE HAS " ' ~ : ,
 
'. . :: ~. :..

CLOSE TIES TO AREA FAMILY 
Editor's note the 

foUowing article was written 
by J. Samuel Rasnake, a 
Bristol resident Who :is an 
educ~tor, minister .and 
historian: Rasnake is .the 

, author of ' t~o rel~gious 
histories and bas Written 

, " DQlDerous articles cOncerning 
various aspects of bistory 
relative to, the , M9u~tain 

, . EmpireregiOJC .., ~ ..,- ~' . " 

, {~< ;: ,The month of October 
.. 'marked the,2OOthanniversary 
'" .,of, the Battle ofsai'atoga, 
. 'New York, and the f~ of 
,,- the English Plan of 1777 , 
; '"Perhaps more than any other " 

;.... event assured tile ultimate 
:Y:" victor;, for ute i)nitedStates, 
'; ~ :""The British Invaded the' 
, · United Statesfrom Canada by 
: ~', ' way of Lake Champlaiit.'The 
'\> .plan aimed at cutting .'the ' 
" Colonies into Sections, and 
'. then conqueringthe "nation 

section bysection. " . r: ' 
, As far away as that-event 

may have been It was very 
" close to a 'large gtoup of 

::' " people now living in the 
, ',Motinta ln Empire. Those 
:·'<' people are the descendants of 
" oneJacob Raresnakewho asa 

17 • year - oldHessian soldier 
participated in thatbattle. 
. Ignoring the ram andsleet 

, falling that SundaY afternoon, 
': ;.. October 16, '1977;"more thail50 
,:.; of Raresnake's descendants , 0 

<: , participated in thededication 
:,i. of a marker honoring their 

foreparents. Theoccasion was 
conducted in tl1eold cemetery 
located on the origional land 
purchased by Jacob in the 
Glade hollow section of 

\, Russell County, Virginia, near 
the present town of Lebanon. 

Jacob with his wife Molly. a 
daughter of John Counts 
(Koontz). a pioneer citizen of 
Shenandoah County. Virginia, 
moved to Russell County in 
i789. three years after the 
county was formed. and 
between 1790 and 1796 he 
purchased 359 acres of farm 
land. 

RalphR. Rasnick ofNorton, 
Virginia, served as chairman, 
and John E. Rasnake of 
Bristol offered the prayer of 
dedication. Effie Rasnake of 
Florida and' J, Samuel 
RasnakeofBristol gave short 
reports of which the following 
is taken. . 

. in his plan for conquest of 
the rebellious colonies King 
George III of England hired 
German soldiers to fight the 
Americans. Those 
mercenaries were not 
professional soldiers serving 
ina foreign armyfortheirown 
personal gain. They were 
helpless subjects forced into 
the war by heartless 
hereditary princes of the 
manyGerman states. 

Prince Charles William 
Ferdinand I, the Duke of 
Brunswick and brother - in . 
lawofGeorge III,ignoring the 
objections of Fredrick the 
Great, King of Prussia, sold 
the first of some 29,000 
Germ ans who eventually 
came to North AmeQca inthe 
war . To raise his quota 
Ferdinand ordered his 
dragoons to surround every 
church In the State of 
Brunswick and forced all 
formermilitary men back into 
the army. He followed the 
same procedure at the 

•jailhouses. He then sent the 
dragoons out into the country 

sidecapturingteenagers until camp in CharlottsvUl~ / " 
hisquotawasfilled. Virginia . The Convention 

'Accor ding to family Army , as they catled: 
tradition the 16 - year - old themselves, of 8,222 men ot 
Jacob was flailing wheat which 2,431 were Germans: 
when the military officers arrived in Virginia i~~' : 
seized and conscripted him January, 1779. In Vir~, 
into the Hessian Army. Frau , Congress had littlefear of~ , 
Raresnake tried in vain to army and had onl Y: '~I)(): : ,: 
secure the release of her son. Americans toguard them:::j;;· < 
She gave Jacob a German- . " . The Hessians were awarded"; 
Bible to carry into the future more freedom than u.ie : 
conflicts, and watched onthe English. In fact the ~:; : 
morning of Feb. 22, 1776, as soldiers were pennittedJo.', 
orphans shrieked after a liv- .: work around Charlottsvilfe :::~ 
i ng parent and lovers" , and the officers could live}' 
husbands, and wives were anywhere within 100:miles af~: 
parted bystrokes ofthesaber. the campofsome 336 log huts;) 
One or two resistors were While Congress' and '~;~ 
shot, the othersrealizing their;: Prince tried to :reach: ;8i: 
doom, marched off. In MarcIl ' , agreement, Jacob~ ) 
they set sail in 33 ships from .. ignored both' and 'made .~ : 
Stade, Germany, and landed own dec~on. He decldedto 
inCanada after nine weeks at , ' ; Ioresake the tyranny of 
seaonJune 1, 1776. EUrope for new freedom 'in ' 

In October, irn. Lt. aen. , America, marry Molly' 
Burgoyne's army of some Counts.and move west. ' r:, 
10,000 of'which 3,500 were Jacob and Molly had ~;; ; ! 
Gennans was surrounded by children: John; Jacob-ni";'! 
the superior American army Elijah; .Margaret MilledJ:' 
under the command of Lazarus; Mary RobinSOn:> 

• General Horatio Gates . Nancy Glass; Jonas; :an&: 
Burgoyne negotiated a treaty Christina Fuller. Those 
with Gates in which the attending Sunday's gathering 
following wasagreed: thatthe weredescendants of JacobII, 
British lay down their guns Elijah, and Jonas. While the 
and artillery near theoldfort clan cannot agree on' the 
on the Hudson River at spelling of the name - full 
Saratoga, fie granted free brothers use different 
passage to England on the spellings - they all agree on" 
condition that they serve no one thing ; they are all 
more during the warin North de s c endants of Jacob. 
America. Raresnake whether theyspell 

The British and Germans it Rasnake, Rasnick or 
were not in the real sense Rasnic. Jacobwho wasbornin 
prisoners of war, but 1760, was appointed by the 
Congress, afraid of their Russell County Court ' as 
returning to the action, surveyor in 1799 and 
refused to carry outtheterms reappointed inMay, 1825, died 
of the treaty, but instead January 2, 1826, according to 
appropiated $20,000 for a theCourt record. 
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II l~\U~~i~~ii~i!IIj;;;;~jf' >~L~efi: > Honaker1912_Hotel. 
Right: 1920 Cleve
land, Va. 

Identified: William, 
_James and Jaeob 

William Rasnake. 

72nd Virginia Militia Russell Co., March 20, 1862.
 

Jacob William Rasnake 

Civil War Veteran 

Charles C. Rasnake
 

Jasper N. Rasnake
 

Jacob W. Rasenick
 

James Rasenick
 

James Harvey Rasnake 

Civil War Veteran 

James P. Rasenick
 

John Rasenick
 

N. B. Rasenick
 

Stephen Rasenick
 

These names were Mustered Confederate Service at Lebanon, Virginia, along with 687 Men 

that served in this Unit. The Militia was in Service about 10-20 days. 
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lijah Rasnike, enlisted 28 Mar 
1863 as a Private and was 

ustered into Company E of the 
1st Virginia Cavalry. On a 

muster roll dated 31 Aug 1863, he : 
.s noted as being sick and at home. 

e has been :i Qentified as Elijah 
S. Rasnake, son of jacob Rasnake, 
Jr. and Judith Finney,and 

as the father of James Harvey 
asnake, who was also a 

Confederate Soldier in the Civil 
War. 

Charles C. Rasnake, first enlisted 
in the 72nd Virginia Militia in 

ussell Co., Va. as a Private. 
hat same day, some of the 
embers of the 72nd were 
ansferred and mustered into 

Company G of the 29th Virginia 
antry. On 1 Sep 1862, Charles 

was transferred to the 16th 
Virginia Cavalry, Ferguson's 

attalion, Stevenson's Company. 
e was later discharged for an 

unknown disability. His enlistment 
information indicates that he was 
om 26 Jun 1832 in Russell Co., 

Va. and that he was 5ft. 10 inches 
11, had a light complexion, blue 

eyes and light hair. It is believed 
hat this is Charles W. C. Rasnake, 

son of Jacob Rasnake and Judith 
inney. He married Elizabeth 

Banner and they had seven 
children. 

asper N. Rasnick. (May be the 
same man as J. N. Rasnake.) 

nlisted as a Private with the 72nd 
irginia Militia on 8 May 1861 at 
place called Monterey. 
ustered into Company I of the 

37th Virginia Infantry. His 
ames Rasnike , enlisted 28 Mar enlistment indicates that he was 

1863 as a Private and was om in Russell Co., Va. and that 
ustered into Company E of thee had a fair complexion, blue 
1st Virginia Cavalry. On a muster eyes and dark hair. He was 

011 dated 31 Aug 1863, he is romoted to Wagoner on 14 Aug 
oted as being absent, sick and at 1861 and was present on a muster 
orne. He has been identified as 011 for 15 Aug 1861. He was 
ames Harvey Rasnake, his father discharged on 8 Feb 1862 for 
eing Elijah Rasnake, who was disability. He had a deformed right 

also a Confederate Soldier in the rm and crooked thumb on his left 
Civil War. hand. 

. J. Rasnek, Missouri Cavalry, 
Coleman's Regiment, Company 

. No additional information 
found to date. 

ohn Rasnick, enlisted on 27 
Mar 1862 at Russell Co., Va. and 

as mustered into Company G of 
he 29th Virginia Infantry. His 

enlistment indicates that he was 
born in 1828 in Russell Co., Va. 
Ie is listed as present on a
 
uster roll for 15 Oct 1862',
 

absent, sick on 15 Feb 1863', 
resent on 15 Apr 1863; 
ospitalized 23 Aug 1863 in 

Charlottesville, Va.; transferred 
1 Sep 1863 to Lynchburg, Va. 
ospital; absent, sick 15 Apr 

1864.
 

. B. Rasnike, enlisted 28 Mar 
1863 and was mustered in 
Company E of the 21st Virginia 
Cavalry. He was listed absent

~ 

sick on 31 Aug 1863. This N.B. 
Rasnike is thought to be 

apoleon Bonaparte Rasnick, 
son of Elijah Rasnick and 

lizabeth Skeen. 

asnick, Oliver, Virginia 16th 
Cavalry, Company A, Fergu
son's Battalion, Stevenson's 
Company. No further informa
ion to date. 
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The only Confederates left between Burbridge and the Kentucky line were some Irregulars. 
The first of these Irregular bands was the Counts' Battalion in Buchanan County. One of 
Counts' four companies, commanded by Captain Jasper Colley, took the lead. Jasper Suther

land recalled: 

About sixty of us went to Levisa River below 
Grundy, at Rock Lick and waited for them (Bur
bridge's Federals) to come back. We lay by the road 
one night and cut trees across the road to block the 
Yankees. We didn't have any provisions with us, so 
next morning we strung out in the neighborhood to 
get some breakfast. Then Major Zeke, William 
Grizzle, Mack Owens and I went to see the block
ade. The Yanks were there in full force. We darted 
back into the woods but they saw us and followed 
and nearly surrounded us. We went further into the 
wooded hills and got away. Major Zeke, Bart Yates, 
and I went up the river and saw more Yankees. They 
got after us again and we had to run and scatter. 
Lige Rasnick was in my company. It was awful hot 
and we had run and scrambled over the rough hills 
so much that we were tired out. William Grizzle 
suggested that we hide for awhile but I said "no",Elijah Rasnick 

Confederate Civil War Soldier Major Zeke came up just then and said the Yanks had 
caught Lige Rasnake and maybe had killed him. We 
got down closer to the road and hid behind some big 

rocks and saw about 4,000 Yanks go by. Some of them were Negroes; a Company or two of 
them. We fired at them and they fired back. The bullets flew awful thick and glanced off the 
rocks and made the dirt fly aLL around us. Mack Owens was behind a tree but the bullets came 
too thick and made it hot for him, making the bark fly off his tree, so he ran back to us and hid 
behind the rocks. We heard the Yankee officer say, 
"Go up that hollow and surround them". 

We saw a big Company coming, so we scattered up the 
hill and went down the other side to the bend of the 
river again. Here we saw them with Lige Rasnake, a 
prisoner. Major Zeke and some of us fired on them 
again, and they fired back. This drew the attention of 
the Yankees, and Lige jumped over the river bank and 
down a slip fifty yards or more to the river. He jumped 
in and swam across and got away. The Yankees didn't 
shoot at him until he got nearly to the river. None of 
our men were hurt. 

21st Virginia Cavalry
 

Company E
 

Elijah Rasnike
 

James Rasnike
 

Johnson Rasnike
 

N. B. Rasnike
 

William Rasnike
 

The above memories ofJasper Sutherland were recorded on 15 Jan 1930, ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
and can befound in the book "Pioneer Recollections" by E.J. Sutherland, p. 383. 
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iIliam Rasnike, enlisted 28 Mar 
1863 as a Private and was 

iIliam P. Rasnick, enlisted 19 
ug 1862 at Lee Co., Va. as a 
rivate and was mustered into 

Company B of the 25th Virginia 
Cavalry. His enlistment informa
.on indicates that he was born in 

1838 in Lee Co., Va. He is 
elieved to be the son of Jacob 
asnake and Elizabeth Hobbs. 

ustered into Company E of the 
1st Virginia Cavalry. He was 

isted as present on a muster roll 
or 31 Aug 1863. He is believed to 
e Jacob William Rasnake, son of 

George Rasnake and Nancy 
Wallis. 

afayette Rasnick, 16th Cavalry, 
erguson's Battalion, Stevenson's 

Company. No further information 
own to date. 

Civil War 
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
'*
 

PATRIOTISM 

Love for one's country,
 
to support, serve, and
 
defend, to be inspired
 
by, to change for the
 

better and to care deeply
 
for its citizens.
 

or 31 Aug 1863. 

ohnson Rasnike, enlisted 28 
ar 1863 as a Private and was 
ustered into Company E of the 
1st Virginia Cavalry. He is 

isted as present on a muster roll 
-~, 
I. 

ohnson Albert Rasnicke, 
enlisted 10 Jul 1861 and was 

ustered into Company A of the 
9th Virginia Infantry. His 

enlistment information indicates 
hat he was born in Russell Co., 
a. in 1840. He was court
artialed for an unknown reason 

ut was acquitted. He reenlisted 
15 Apr 1862. He was absent 

ithout leave 18 Nov 1862. 
etumed 18 Feb 1863. He was 
resent on the muster roll for 15 
pr 1863. He was listed as a 

deserter as of 15 Jun 1863, which 
.s believed to have been a result 
of being wounded. These wounds 
eventually caused his death 4 Feb 
1865. He is believed to have been 
he son of John M. Preson
 
asnick and Margaret Smith.
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ar 

Walter Rasnick 

Douglas Rasnake 

Dan Rasnake 

James Rasnic 

James Luther Rasnick 

Della Jackson Rasnake 

John Marshall Rasnick 

Willie Edmund Rasnick 

Charles Harvey Rasnick 

Charlie Herman Rasnick 

Napoleon Bonapart Rasnick 

Woodford Grady Rasnick 

John "Ross" Hendricks Rasnake 

"'W OR L D WAR I SOLDIERSI 
ilL. • I. II 

arId 

JOIN 
THE 

ARM~ 
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Woodford Grady Rasnick, b. 7 Jul 1893, Selton, Va. Son of Joseph 
H. Rasnick and Ida Honaker. Inducted 21 Sep 1917 in Clintwood as a 
Private in the Infantry. His ID no. was 1816262. Assigned to Co. L, 
317 Infantry, 80th Div. at Camp Lee. Shipped out on 26 May 1918 and 
arrived at Brest, France 8 Jun 1918. He first went into action at Artois 
Sector, 23 Ju1 1918. He was awarded the Victory Medal with three 
stars. He was not wounded or disabled. He arrived back at Newport 
News, Va. on the ship Nansemond on 1 Jun 1919 from Brest, France. 
He was discharged from Camp Lee, Va. on 10 Jun 1919 at the rank of 
Corporal. His brother, Charles Herman, also served during World War 
I. 

James Luther Rasnick b. 15 Aug 1892,. Leek, Va. Son of Ezekie1 C. 
Rasnick and Ernestine V. Kiser. Inducted 21 Sep 1917 in Clintwood ~ 

a Private in the Infantry. He was assigned to Co. L, 317th Infantry, 80th 
Div. at Camp Lee. Shipped out on 26 May 1918 and arrived at Brest, 
France 8 Jun 1918. He was officially stationed at Souvaisy, France 
from 29 Nov 1918 to 20 May 1919. He first saw action at Artois 
Sector, 2-6 Aug and 16-18 Aug 1918. He also saw action at St. Mihiel 
12-16 Sep 1918 and Meuse Argonne 25 Sep-12 Oct 1918. He was not 
wounded or disabled. He was discharged from Camp Lee, Va. on 13 
Jun 1919 at the rank of Private. 

John Ross Hendricks Rasnake, b. 23 Jan 1894, Duty, Dickenson Co., 
Va. Son of Elijah Rasnake and Nancy Jane Skeen. Inducted 21 Sep 
1917 in Clintwood as a Private in the Infantry. He was assigned to Co. 
L, 317th Infantry, 80th Div. at Camp Lee, Va. Shipped out 26 May 
]918 and arrived at Brest, France 8 Jun 1918. He was officially 
stationed at Souvaisy, France from 29 Nov 1918 to 20 May 1919. He 
first saw action at Artois Sector, 2 Aug 1918. He also saw action at St. 
Mihiel and Meuse Argonne. He was not wounded or disabled. He 
arrived back at Newport News, Va. on the ship Nansemond on ] Jun 
1919 from Brest, France. He was discharged from Camp Lee, Va. on 
13 Jun 19] 9 with the rank of Sergeant. His brother Douglas Rasnake 
also served during World War I. 
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~*Q**********************=
=Text of Jetter from Woodford Grody Rasnick to his sister Esther ond her husband Grady Rasnick. Doted = * *
1918. Se:_~1rom Les Farces, France during WWI. Note that three of the Rasnick boys (Grady, Charles
 

:..~ / --" "" -,:::f;;£~ .. and Luther) from Dickenson Co., Va. went to the same place in Fra~! _ . .. . :..~
 

1iUl ""' .& r:.."1,~;fl:-.:." ;> *1iUl 
li"" . ' . /Y!..//i~~j. .....,J '1 ~ .,tr--A ? ) ":1· 

V IQ~ ">'--':{::':[f,? ,
* ·l~:(-;;i.-t;1:·;:;>;;~{, " * \. .\;...... » ~..J I-). f *~~~~~~. ..l r ---' 

, ",' y ,,;riJ " .....*:..~ ~~<::;j.J:k ·· Les Farges, France December 12, 1918 :..~1iUl ,""-;-':<i'" IilJ& 
Grady & Esther 

Your kind letters received and read with much pleasure. I am pleased to know that you 
have recovered from your siege of influenza and are enjoying good health again. Both Charles 
and myself were very uneasy while you were ill. This leaves us in good health. We have had a 
few cases of influenza in the company but all have recovered. 

Today has been a real gloomy day. It has rained continuously for a week and still 
continues. But it is not so bad now that we have come out of the lines and all have shelters. We 
are now back in the training area came here for a rest after spending weeks in the line. We were 
in the line when hostilities ceased. We then left there and marched to this little village. Were 
about two weeks finishing the journey but of course we rested Sundays. The distance covered 
was about one hundred seventy miles. We made the march with full packs while the rain poured 
down continuously during the last two days. Yes, I am sure you were pleased at the news of 
peace but not more pleased than we boys over here. Even though we have been successful in all 
battles we are pleased that it is over. All of us have had enough war. We don't know how long 
we will have to remain over here but of course we wilJ have to stay until everything is settled. 
We are hoping to be back home by Easter but nothing definite is known. Christmas is nearly 
here so of course we will spend another Christmas in the Army. Have already received a 
Christmas card or two. Guess "Santa" will miss us this year. Ha! Am sure he will be scared of 
this battle devastated section= I have not seen Lnther for a few days hut am sure he is alright. His company is iu =* another village about 15 kilometers from here. Charles is here in the village with me. He has a * 

:..~ job looking after the riding horses. Likes fine. You remember he always took an interest in this :..~ 

IiUl kind of work. IiUl= Tell Mary I have just received her letter aud will write in a few days. = = Hoping to see you soon and wishing you a merry Christmas, I am = 
= ~-~ i
i Grady Lnther Rasnick = 
~MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM~MMMM~
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Napoleon Bonaparte Rasnick, 
b. 26 Mar 1894 at Selton, 
Dickenson Co., Va. Son of 
Elihu Jackson Rasnick and 
Melvina Powers. Inducted 24 
May 1918 in Clintwood as 
Private in the Infantry. He was 
assigned to 18th Co. at Camp 
Lee, Va. Shipped out 2 Aug 
1918 aboard the ship USS 
Modovska and arrived in Brest, 
France 18 Aug 1918. He was 
officially stationed at Les Farges 
France from 6 Dec 1918 to 3 
Apr 1919. He first saw action 
Vermes Argonne 26 Sep 1918. 
He also saw action at Argonne
Lorraine Front. He was gassed 
at Argonne 7 Oct 1918 and 
again at Metz 10 Nov 1918. He 
was in Base Hospital #87 at 
Toul, France from 11 Nov 1918 
to 14 Feb 1919. He arrived at 
Hoboken, N.J. on the ship USS 
Minnesota 29 Apr 1919. He was 
discharged from Camp Dix, N.J. 
on 4 May 1919. His brother 
John Marshall Rasnick also 
served during World War 1. 

John Marshall Rasnick, b. 21 
Apr 1892 in Aily, Dickenson 
Co., Va. Son of Elihu Jackson 
Rasnick and Melvina Powers. 
Inducted 8 Nov 1917 in 
Clintwood as a Private in the 
Infantry. His ID no. was 
1818703. He was assigned to 
Supply, 317th Infantry, 80th 
Div. at Camp Lee., Va. Shipped 
out 26 May 1918 aboard the 
ship USS Mongolia and arrived 
Brest, France 8 Jun 1918. He 
was officially stationed at 
L es Farges, France from 6 Dec 
1918 to 3 Apr 1919. He first 
saw action at Picardy Sector 
(Somme) 12 Jul 1918 and also 
at St. Mihiel and Meuse 
Argonne. He was not wounded 
or disabled. He arrived back at 
Newport News, Va. on the ship 
Nansemond on 1 Jun 1919 from 
Brest, France. He was dis
charged from Camp Lee, Va. on 
13 Jun 1919 at the rank of 
Corporal. His brother Napoleon 
Bonaparte Rasnick also served 
during World War I. 

War Memorial at the
 
Dickenson Co., Va.
 

Courthouse
 

Charlie Herman Rasnick, born 
in Selton, Dickenson Co., Va. 
Son of Joseph H. Rasnick and 
Ida Honaker. Inducted 21 Sep 
1917 in Clintwood as a Private 
in the Infantry. He was assigned 
to Co. L, 317th Infantry, 80th 
Div. at Camp Lee, Va. Shipped 
out 26 May 1918 aboard the 
ship USS Mongolia and arrived 
at Brest, France 8 Jun 1918. He 
first saw action at Artois Sector 
23 Jul 1918. He served in the 
Reserve Corps at St. Mihiel 
12-16 Sep 1918 and on 16 Sep 
was transferred to Headquarters 
Co. of the 317th. He was at 
Meuse Argonne 26 Sept-12 Oct 
and again 1-6 Nov 1918. He 
was not wounded or disabled. 
He arrived back at Newport 
News, Va. on the ship Nanse
mond on 1 Jun 1919 from Brest, 
France. He was discharged from 
Camp Lee on 10 Jun 1919 at the 
rank of Private First Class. His 
brother Woodford Grady 
Rasnick also served during 
World War 1. 

KILLED IN ACTION 

Della Jackson Rasnake, b. 
Dec 1894 in Russell Co., 

Va. Son of Robert Lilburn 
Rasnake and Mary Ann 
Musick. Della was killed 

during World War I. 
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Douglas Rasnake b. 8 Feb 1896 
in Duty, Dickenson Co., Va. Son 
of Elijah Rasnake and Nancy 
Jane Skeen. Inducted 21 Sep 
1917 in Clintwood as a Private 
in the Infantry. His ID no. was 
1819512. Assigned to Co. L, 
317th Infantry, 80th Div. at 
Camp Lee. Shipped out 26 May 
1918 and arrived at Brest, 
France 8 Jun 1918. He was 
officially stationed at Souvaisy, 
France from 29 Nov 1918 to 20 
May 1919. He first saw action at 
Artois Sector, 2-6 Aug and 
16-18 Aug 1918. Although he 
was not wounded or disabled, he 
was in the base hospital 1-8 Jan 
1918 with 
rheumatism. He 
arrived back at 
Newport News, 
Va. on the ship 
Nanesmond on 
1 Jun 1919 from 
Brest France. 
He was 
discharged from 
Camp Lee, Va. 
on 13 Jun 1919 
at the rank of JJn;~S &Sn~
 
Private First Class. ms brother
 
John Ross Hendricks Rasnake
 
also served during World War 1.
 

Researched by:
 

FRIEDA PATRICK DAVISON
 

Source:
 

WWI AFFIDAVITS
 

VA. STATE LIBRARY
 

COLLECTION
 

Willie Edmund Rasnick, b. 3 
Oct 1893 in Selton, Dickenson 
Co., Va. Son of Clement Laird 
Vallandingham Rasnick and 
Eunice E. Presley. Enlisted in 
the Naval Reserves 3 Sept 1918 
in Richmond, Va. as Seaman 
Second Class. His ID no. was 
40979. He was initially assigned 
to the Naval Operating Base at 
Hampton Roads, Va. on 3 Oct 
1918 and entered Yeoman 
School. He was in the base 
hospital from 3 Dec 1918 to 20 
Dec 1918. He retired from active 
duty at the Base Hospital, 
Hampton Roads, Va., 21 Dec 
1918 as Seaman Second Class. 
In his affidavit which was 
submitted 31 Jan 1921 at 
Clintwood, Va., he stated that he 
was willing to serve his country 
in any capacity required. He also 
stated that his time in service 
affected his mental condition 
very little but greatly improved 
his physical condition. It did not 
mention any commendations or 
medals. 

Dan Rasnake, b. 29 Nov 1893 
in Duty, Dickenson Co., Va. Son 
of James Harvey Rasnake and 
Rachel Rasnake. Inducted 21 
Sep 1917 in Clintwood as a 
Private in the Infantry. He was 
assigned to Co. L, 317th 
Infantry, 80th Div. at Camp Lee, 
Va. Shipped out 26 May 1918 
aboard the ship USS Mongolia 
and arrived in Brest, France 8 
Jun 1918. He was officially 
stationed at Souvaisy, France 
from 29 Nov 1918 to 20 May 
1919. He first saw action at 
Artois Sector, 2 Aug 1918, and 
also at St. Mihiel and Meuse 
Argonne. He was not wounded 
or disabled. He arrived back at 
Newport News, Va. on the ship 
Nansemond on 1 Jun 1919 from 
Brest, France. He was dis
charged from Camp Lee, Va. on 
13 Jun 1919 at the rank of 
Private First Class. 

William "Doc" Rasnick, Private. 

R3361168. Served 1918 to 1920. 

Further Research Needed 

on the Following: 

Charles Harvey Rasnick
 

James Rasnic
 

Walter Rasnick
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Howard L. Rasnick
 

John Rasnake
 

Leslie Remire Rasnake
 

Marione Brace Rasnick
 

Ralph Roland Rasnic
 

Olin Rasnick
 

Rit Rasnake
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'*
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'*Scott Brown Rasnake '*'*"*'*Silas M. Rasnake '*'*'*'*Warner Samuel Rasnick '*'*'*
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~ 
~ 

****************
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Charles Tives Rasnake, b. 20 Apr 1926, in Russell Co., Va. Son of 
Arthur Rasnake and Ethel Kiser. Inducted into the US Army in 1942. 
Basic training was at Ft. Bragg, NC. From there he went onto 
Germany, France and Holland. Had four brothers, Corbet Lee, Dewey 
Carter, Leslie Remire and Scott Brown Rasnake, who also served 
during WWII. 

Corbet Lee Rasnake, b 5 Jul 1920, son of Arthur Rasnake and Ethel 
Kiser. Enlisted into the US Army in 1939 and spent eleven years in 
service. Discharged May 1950. Had four brothers, Charles Tives, 
Dewey Carter, Leslie Remire and Scott Brown Rasnake, who also 
served during WWII. 

Dewey Carter Rasnake , b. 24 Jul 1924, in Russell Co., Va. Son of 
Arthur Rasnake and Ethel Kiser. Enlisted into the US Navy in 1942. 
Basic training at Parris Island, SC, then was sent to the South Pacific 
and Korea and worked as a Signalman. Had four brothers, Charles 
Tives, Corbet Lee, Leslie Remire and Scott Brown Rasnake, who also 
served during WWII. 

Leslie Remire Rasnake , b. 1 Jan 1922, son of Arthur Rasnake and 
Ethel Kiser. PFC in the US Army. Basic training at Camp Dickie, 
MD, Ft. Bragg, NC and Camp Wheeler, GA, then was sent to 
England, France and Germany. Returned home in 1946. Had four 
brothers, Charles Tives, Dewey Carter, Corbet Lee and Scott Brown 
Rasnake, who also served in WWII. 

19



---

Scott Brown Rasnake, b. 13 May 1913, in Russell Co., Va. 
Son of Arthur Rasnake and Ethel Kiser. Inducted into the US 
Army on 10 Sep 1943 at Roanoke, Va. Basic training at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas and Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. Discharged 16 
May 1946. Had four brothers, Charles Tives, Dewey Carter, 
Corbet Lee and Leslie Remire Rasnake, who also served during 
WWII. 

Giles Fletcher Rasnake, son of James and Alta Rasnake. 
Received basic training in the US Army at Camp Lee, Va. in 
Sep 1941 and Advanced Infantry training at Camp Walters, San 
Antonio, Texas. In Jan 1942 he was assigned to Co. E, 1st 
Battalion, 105th Infantry Div., Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. 
Battles included Tarawa and Makin Islands, Saipan, Iwo Jima 
and Okinawa. Honorably discharged at the rank of Sergeant in 
Oct 1945, after having served more than four years as an 
Infantryman without a furlough or talking to any of his family. 
Awarded the Bronze Star with two Oak Leaf Clusters; Combat 
Infantry Badge; Expert Marksmanship Badge and the Good 
Conduct Medal. 

Warner Samuel Rasnake, b. 23 Nov 1920 in Possum Hollow, 
near Finney, RussellCo., Va. Son of Roby Kernan Rasnake and 
Zona Estella White. Service #RA 13231021. Enlisted as Seaman 
Second Class in the US Coast Guard 5 Aug 1943. Shipped out 
31 May 1944 for the island of New Caledonia in the Asiatic 
Pacific Theater of Operations. Served in both the Borneo 
Invasion and the Philippine Invasion. Honorably discharged 20 
Oct 1945 in Portsmouth, Va. Awards include: Asiatic Pacific 
Service Ribbon with Two Campaign Stars; Philippine Libera
tion Ribbon with One Campaign Star; World War II Victory 
Medal; the Good Conduct Medal Clasp with One Loop; and the 
Philippine President Unit Citation. In May 1946 he enlisted in 
Battery C, 70th Field Artillery Battalion of the US Army. 
Entered as Liaison Sergeant and was qualified as expert with 
the 30 caliber carbine. This was the beginning of the second 
phase of his twenty-one year military-career~- Retired in 1965 
with the rank of Master Sergeant. Brother Ambrose Jackson
Rasnake also served during :"WII. CSeestory in following pages.) 
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Ernest Lee "Pee Wee" Rasnake. Although not verified , 
believed to be the son of Leonard Rasnake and Cora Rasnake. 
Enlisted on 21 May 1942. Qualification on MKM Carbine. 
Specialty was Clerk Typist. Service School was AAFTS 
Airplane Mechanics. Overseas record was the Ardennes, Central 
Europe, Air Offensive Europe, Normandy, Northern France and 
Rhineland. Received six Battle Stars; the Good Conduct Medal; 
Eastern Service Ribbon; Distinguished Unit Badge; Oak Leaf 
Cluster to the Unit Badge. Discharged 13 Sep 1945. 

Eugene Lawrence Rasnake, son of Arnold and Martha 
Rasnake. Inducted Oct 1941. Army Corporal, Battery D, 211th 
(AAA) Ca. Battalion. Spent most of his service in the South
west Pacific in the islands and Australia. Discharged 5 Jun-- - .~ 

1945. Brother Arnold Rasnake, Jr. also served in WWII and 
brother PFC John Willis Rasnake served in WWII and was Killed 
in Action in 1944. 

Charlie Willis "Pete" Rasnake. Although not verified, he is 
believed to be a son of Leonard Rasnake and Cora Rasnake. 
Inducted into the Army 27 Feb 1945. Military specialty and 
qualifications were Rifleman and Rifle M1. Went overseas as a 
Guard-Patrolman where he performed in the European Theater 
of Operations. Received the WWII Victory Ribbon and 
Occupation Medal . Discharged 18 Oct 1946. Later served in the 
Korean War. 

Arnold Rasnake, Jr., son of Arnold and Martha Rasnake. 
Army, PFC, Battery A, 590th Battalion. Inducted in 1944. Was 
a Prisoner of War in Germany for three months and was 
released in Apr 1945. Brother Eugene Rasnake also served in 
WWII and brother PFC John Willis Rasnake served in WWII 
and was Killed in Action in 1944. 
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John Willis Rasnake, son of Arnold and Martha Rasnake. Army, 
. PFC, Co. Q, Infantry. Inducted in 1943 and was killed in St. Lo, 

France 5 Aug 1944, at the age of 21 years. Brothers Eugene 
Rasnake and Arnold Rasnake, Jr. also served during WWII . 

Samuel Clarence Rasnake, b. 13 Oct 1909, son of Sam and Nancy 
Rasnake. Drafted into the US Army as a Private and entered WWlI 
active duty on 24 Mar 1942. Stationed in Louisiana and received 
six months of training. Discharged for medical reasons 19 Sep 
1942. Had two brothers, Elbert and Billy Rasnake, who also served 
during WWlI. 

Ambrose Jackson Rasnake, b. 2 Feb 1919 at Coulwood, Russell 
Co., Va. Son of Roby Kernan Rasnake and Zona Estella White. 
Service #15057397, Technician 5th Grade, Headquarters Battery, 
395th Armed Field Artillery Battalion. Enlisted into the US Army 4 
Oct 1940 at Ft. Thomas, Kentucky. Qualifications on 45 caliber 
machine gun expert, skilled radio operator and cannoneer. Decora
tions include the European African Middle Eastern Theater 
Campaign Ribbon with One Battle Star; a Lapel Button; the Good 
Conduct Medal; and a Purple Heart for wounds received in the 
North African campaign at El Guettar. Honorably discharged 4 May 
1944 at O'Reilly General Hospital, Springfield, Missouri . Brother 
_Warner Samuel Rasnake served inthe US Navy during WWII. · 
(See article in the following pages.) - -

Marione Brace Rasnick, b. 14 Nov 1926, daughter of Merritt 
William Brace and Lillie Alma Roberts. Entered the US Women's 
Army Corp 3 Mar 1945 at Ft. McPherson, Georgia. Stationed at 
Northington General Hospital, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Discharged 18 
Jan 1946 from Ft. Bragg, NC at the rank of Corporal, Surgical Tech 
5th Grade. 
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Byrl Rasnick, b. 30 Aug 1922, son of William Abednigo Rasnick 
and Nora Lee Moore. Drafted into the US Army; received Basic 
Training in Kansas and attended War Games in West Virginia or 
Tennessee. Departed from New York City for England aboard the 
ship the Queen Mary. First saw action in France and was involved in 
the Battle of the Bulge. Awarded the Purple Heart for a wound 
received to his hand. Honorably discharzed 12 Mar 1946. 
(See story in the following pages} 

Ralph Roland Rasnick, son of Grady Ezekiel Rasnick and Esther 
Rasnick, served in the US Army Air Corps during WWlI. Stationed at 
airbase near London. Served as a member of the ground crew. Never 
injured. 

Silas M. Rasnake, son of William Stafford Rasnake and Lillie Belle 
Kiser. Enlisted in US Navy in the summer of 1944. Received boot 
training at the Bainbridge Maryland Naval Training Center. Further 
training was at an amphibious training base in Ft. Pierce, Florida. 
Seaman Second Class Silas Rasnake served in the Pacific Theatre. 

Franklin Pierce Rasnake, b. 25 Mar 1924 at Coulwood, Russell 
Co., Va. Son of Daniel Rasnake and Sarah Gertrude Presley. Entered 
active service on 12 Apr 1943 at Camp Lee, Va. Basic training at Ft. 
Belvoir, Va. with the 1341st Engineers Battalion. Attended Mechan
ics School in Ft. Lewis, Washington, then was sent to Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii. First invasion was in Saipan where he built roads, 
hospitals, unloaded ships with supplies. Went to Tinonion from 
Saipan where he received the Presidential Citation Award from the 
Navy, then onto Okinawa and Korea. Discharged 6 Jan 1946 at Ft. 
Bragg, N.C. 
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Woodrow Wilson Rasnick, 11 Aug 1914 in Selton, Va. Son of 
Joseph H. Rasnick and Ida Honaker. Enlisted into the US Army 
on 3 Aug 1940 into the 21st Infantry, 24th Div. Sent to Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii and received the Bronze Star for his actions 
during the Japanese attack. Received the Presidential Citation 
and two Asiatic Pacific Campaign Stars for his participation in 
the Battle of Midway. Went on with the 16th Infantry, 1st Div. 
(The Big Red One) as they spearheaded the Invasion of North 
Africa; the Invasion of Sicily; the Normandy Invasion; the Battle 
of the Bulge. Was sent to Japan in 1945 to supervise the first 
election on the Southern Island of Kayshu. Served in Korea with 
the first unit sent to stop the Communist takeover with the 19th 
Infantry, 24th Div. Received the Distinguished Service Cross for 
single-handedly going up Ohang Hill and taking out several 
machine gun nests on 17 Aug 1950 at Maktong River. Went to 
Germany in 1954 and patrolled the new border between the 
American and Russian zones. Discharged 20 Jun 1957 after 
seventeen years in the Service, much in combat situations, 

_ __ _ having never been wounded. His two oldest brothers, Grady and 
Charles Ras~ck served dmi.n~ WWl. (For a complete listing of Woodrow's medals and citations, see 

ide in the following pages.) ~ 
==--
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Woodrow Wilson Rasnick
 

By Dennis R. Rasnick 

My father was Ralph Roland Rasnick Dad came from a rather large family in Dickenson County, 
Virginia. This article is about one ofhis uncles, his mother 's baby brother Woodrow. When J was a 
boy, J spent a lot of time in the mountains above and around Frying Pan Creek hunting and fishing 
with the men ofour family. J have many wonderful memories ofthese times, especially the time spent 
with "Uncle Woody. " Woody was a true American Military Hero. He had traveled to countries 
around the world and seen things unimaginable to most ofus. A couple ofmonths ago, Marie Fetzer 
ask me if J would write an article about Woodrow. The following is my attempt. 

Woodrow Wilson Rasnick was born August 11, 1914 in Selton, Virginia. He was the youngest of the 
11 children of Joseph H. and Ida Honaker Rasnick. Woodrow's sisters were Alpha, Nannie, Reba, 
Vie, Esther, Lou and Eddie. His older brothers were Tyler, Charlie and Grady. He attended Grade 
School at the one room Flint Gap School, and later three years of high school at Clintwood, Virginia. 
He joined the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s. 
He joined Army on August 3, 1940 and was placed in the 21st Infantry, 24th Division and sent to 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. He was there at 8:00 on the morning of Dec 7, 1941. In a newspaper interview 
fifty years later he remembered... "I was in Company I of the 21st Infantry, Schofield Barracks," 
he said. "I wasn't on duty that morning. I had gone in the bathroom to wash up for breakfast when I 
heard the first Japanese plane. I thought it was a practice attack." Then he heard the explosion and 
saw smoke coming up from the ground. When it was over, Hickham Field was a wreck. Everything 
in the barracks had been shot to pieces and casualties at the air base were massive. After the attack 
subsided, Woody walked over to a Japanese plane, crashed in a pineapple field near the base. "The 
plane was covered with a kind of canvas. The canvas had blood all the way down it where the pilot 
caught a bullet in his head and bled on it." He cut up the canvas in pieces and gave the scraps of 
blood soaked fabric to others to send home as a souvenir of what he realized would be a momentous 
day in history. "Somehow I knew I'd have plenty of chances to get more war souvenirs," he recalled, 
"and I was sure right about that." Woody received the Bronze Star for his actions during the attack. 
This was the first of many medals and citations he earned. While in the Pacific Islands he was 
awarded the Presidential Citation Battle of Midway Island and 2 Asiatic Pacific Campaign Stars. 
He then went to the 16th Infantry, 1st Division (The Big Red One) as they spearheaded the invasion 
of North Africa near Oran on November 8, 1942. On July 7, 1943 they then Spearheaded Invasion of 
Sicily. For his actions on the Island of Sicily, he was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge and his 
second Bronze Star. 

He received his next Bronze Star for his actions on June 6, 1944 on Omaha Beach as the 1st Division 
spearheaded the Normandy Invasion. In 1998, Woody went to see "Saving Private Ryan," the 
Spielberg film that begins with the infantry soldiers going ashore on Omaha Beach. I ask Uncle 
Woody what he thought of the movie. "It was ok I guess, but it wasn't the way I remember it." I then 

~---------#
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asked him ifhe would tell me about that day. Woody always had an amazing memory, keen with 
detail. He recalled how well he slept the night before, what he had for breakfast, the names of most of 
the men that climbed into the landing craft with him that morning. He told me of being in the sixth 
craft in line going toward Omaha beach at 6 in the morning and watching as the first five were blown 
up in succession before his craft took a direct hit. He was blown into the air, landing in the water of 
the English Channel where he was picked up, only to be taken back to another ship, put aboard 
another landing craft that took him ashore at 2 pm that same day. The Big Red One suffered 1,190 
casualties at Normandy. This would 
be only the beginning, as they drove 
across France, ending up in the 
freezing Ardennes in what is now 
known as the "Battle of the Bulge." 
The 1st rushed to the Ardennes and 
fought continuously for 42 days until 
the German advance was stopped and 
then turned into a retreat. The 1st 
Division then raced across Germany, 
crossed the Harz Mountains, and was 
in Czechoslovakia when the war in 
Europe ended. Sometime during this 
fighting Woodrow received the 
Silver Star. He returned to the States 
on June 9, 1945. 
On November 6, 1946 he was then 
sent to Japan to supervise the first 
elections on Southern Island of 
Kayshu during the United States 
Army Occupation of that country. 
While there, in 1948, he married 
Machiko Saeki in Buppr City, Japan. 
They had one son, Donnie Eko 
Rasnick, who was born on March 26, 
1949. When he left that country, he 
was unable to get permission to bring 
his new family back to the States, 
and they remained there. He said this 
was due to his not obtaining 
permission to marry from the 
military. 
He remained in the military and 
served in Korea with the first unit 
sent to stop the Communist takeover 
in that country. Now with the 19th 
Infantry, 24th Division, he earned his Woodrow Wilson Rasnick 

\,---------#
 

26



J---------\
 
fourth Bronze Star and his second Combat Infantry Badge in the defense of Puson. Then for action on
 
August 17, 1950 at Maktong River he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for single handedly
 
going up Ohang Hill and taking out several machine gun nests.
 

He returned to States in 1952 and in 1953 he married Clara Rose, daughter of Joe and Elizabeth Rose.
 
They had two sons, Karl Kay born May 1954, and Dean Raymond born August 1955.
 

In May of 1954 he went back to Germany where he patrolled the new border between the American and
 
Russian zones.
 

He came back to the States and came out of the Army on June 20, 1957.
 
Uncle Woody worked and went to school for a while on the G.!. Bill. In 1965 he moved to the home of
 
his sister Esther, on Frying Pan, where he remained, taking take care of her and helping "keep the place
 
up." Woody attended the Rasnick Reunions every year until his death in February J999.
 
Yes, Uncle Woody was a true War Hero. From his service with the Big Red One, the 1st Infantry
 
Division, in Africa, to the Normandy Invasion and service in the occupation of Japan and Germany,
 
then on to Korea, he would spend a total of 17 years in the service of his country, a great deal of it in
 
combat situations. Below is a list of his military medals. Note that he never received a Purple Heart ...
 
he was never wounded.
 

• The Korean Presidential Citation 
• The Combat Infantry Badge with Silver Star 
• The American Presidential Citation - received four times 
• The Philippine Presidential Citation 
• The French and Belgian Ropes of War 
• The Distinguished Service Cross 
• The Bronze Star for Valor - received four times 
•	 The American Defense Medal with foreign service bar 
•	 The Good Conduct Medal 
•	 The National Defense Medal 
•	 The Asiatic-Pacific Medal with two campaign stars 
•	 The African-European Medal with five campaign stars and bronze 

spearhead for two invasions 
•	 The Korean War Campaign Medal with three campaign stars 
•	 The United Nations Medal 
•	 The Victory Medal 

Occupation Medals for serving the Armies of Occupation in 
Germany and Japan 
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World War II
 

Memories
 
by Byrl Rasnick 

The fol/owing is a copy of some memories of WWII by Byrl Rasnick, as told to his son Tom 
Rasnick in LaGrange, Ga. in January 2001. Byrl Rasnick was 78}If:Jars old at the time. He has 
been QQntacted recently bv THE LEABNltLG CHANNE'- for an interview regarding this subject. 
It is said that 1,000 WWII Veterans are dying off p-er day. 

"I was drafted and went to Basic Training in 
Kansas and attended War Games in West 
Virginia (or Tennessee). I went to New York 
City and then went to England in 1944 on the 
Queen Mary. I remember being scared about 
the possibility of submarines on the way over. 
While in England I was on a 24-hour leave 
just before D-Day. I was separated from my 
group and was lost in downtown England. 
M.P.'s had to locate where I was to go and 
help me get back to my unit. If you were late 
you could be shot. I remember seeing the 
V-2 rockets attacking while I was in England. 
We landed in France shortly after D-Day. We 
had to sail on a large boat across the English 
Channel. When we got to the ship we had to 
climb down rope ladders on the ship. We 
arrived in a Higgins Boat. I did not see any 
dead bodies on the beach but I did see guns, 

Byrl and Marioue Rasnickhelmets and debris still there. The very first 
action I saw was in France (but I was told speaking English and wearing U.S. uniforms. 
that it was Germany). The men and I were I fought in the Battle of the Bulge. The locals 
fighting in the hedgerows . The first day my in France loved the Troops and gave us lots 
captain stuck his head around a hedgerow of hugs and kisses! We would spend days 
corner and was shot dead between the eyes. without sleep and I remember one time 
I was never involved in hand-to-hand combat, falling asleep while marching! We would 
never ran out of ammunition , but I remember spend weeks sometimes on the front lines. I 
being worried about German soldiers spent 31 days on the front lines without a 
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break. We ate rations on the front lines and sometimes we would get to take hot showers. 
Thanksgiving and Christmas were the only times that we would get hot meals. I would 
sometimes see guys run screaming, losing their cool. Shell shocked. One time while on patrol 
(I was carrying a B.A.R.) I was hiding in a bale of hay with many other Americans around . 
While waiting, 8 or 10 Germans were coming down the road, laughing and joking, when the 
Americans surprised and captured them without shooting . Once I was demoted from Sargeant 
because my gun was dirty. Most of the fighting I did was in the cold and snow. While in 
Germany once I was in a foxhole outpost with others waiting for the Germans . We waited 
without a sound. We heard the Germans who were very quiet also. The Americans had code 
words, like a certain state, but there was no response, so the Americans fired. All night we 
heard the moans of the dying Germans. Finally they fell silent. The next day we found 5 or 6 
dead Germans about 20 feet away. I was wounded in Germany while we were attacking the 
Germans. A buddy and I were using a bazooka (I was the shooter) trying to destroy tanks. 
When I fired, the tank fired simultaneously. The tank's shell exploded on a tree and the 
shrapnel hit me in the right hand. I had to march back from the front among bombs and guns 
and shells buzzing all around me. I was walking back when I saw in a foxhole a buddy who 
had been with me since I joined the Army. This guy was older than I was and he had taken 
me under his wing and watched out for me. Now he was lying in the foxhole dying. I remem
ber his eyes looking at me for help. With bombs bursting all around, I could only walk over 
and past my dying friend. The medics wrapped my wounded hand, while still dirty, and sent 
me on my way. Later I found my arm seemed to be crawling. The medics would not let me 
remove the cast. I later found out that it was because there were maggots eating the dirt and 
dead tissue away from my wound. The maggots saved my hand from being removed. I flew 
home on a plane that was attacked several times. It had bullet holes in it. The AAA came 
from German held islands in the Channel. They sent me to a hospital in Alabama where my 
nurse would later become my wife, Marione, and we are still together today." 

Silences Pair of Machinegun Nests 
Article originally appeared in The Dickensonian Newspaper late 1950. 

Sgt. Woodrow W. Rasnick of Clintwood has received the Distinguished Service Cross, one of the most 
coveted honors to be awarded for extraordinary heroism in the US Army, at a special ceremony staged 
last week at Division Headquarters in Korea. The award was for "extraordinary heroism against the enemy 
on the Naktong River front near Changhyong, Korea, on 17 Aug 1950. This makes the fourth such award 
ever given to a serviceman from Dickenson Co. In WWI the late Walter B. Phipps of Clintwood was 
awarded this high honor for bravery under fire in the Argonne Forest fighting. In WWII there were two of 
these unusual medals presented to Dickenson Co. soldiers, one posthumously, and the other recipient was 
killed shortly after being awarded the decoration. The medal was placed on Sgt. Rasnick's tunic by Major 
General John H. Church, commanding the 24th Division. Sgt. Rasnick is a veteran of the fighting in 
Europe in WWII, having been on the fighting front all the way from the Invasion of Sicily until V-E Day 
in Germany. During this time he was awarded the Bronze Star for gallantry in action, and also his outfit 
was awarded the Distinguished Unit Badge for its outstanding work in Normandy, Northern France and 
the Rhineland. He is a brother of the late Grady Rasnick who was Deputy Treasurer here several years 
ago, and his home is at Selton in this county. He re-enlisted in the US Army in Nov 1947. 
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PFC Ambrose Rasnake
 

By Jimmy Smyth 

Newspap er article originally published May 1944 in the Bluefield [Va.} Daily Telegraph. 

"PFC Ambrose Rasnake of Bluefield, Virginia, who spent over five moths in actual combat in North Africa, and who was awarded 
the Purple Heart for wounds received in that campaign, and at one time also spent four days behind the German lines, came back 
home to see his folks Wednesday. 

It was all that simple the way young Rasnake told the story but it wasn 't that simple and his eyes spoke the truth as I talked to him. 
After taking part in the initial invasion of Africa, and fighting doggedly with other Yanks for months aga inst often time numerically 
superior Germans, PFC Rasnake was wounded by a German 10 inch mortar shell on March 28 of this year, only a short time before 
his comrades in arms put the finishing touches on the cleanup of Nazi s in North Africa. 

It was in the battle of EI Guettar that the shell struck., killing two of Rasnake's best pals, the platoon sergeant and the radio operator, 
and leaving young Rasnak e unconscious for fourteen hours. 

On regaining consciousness he discovered he was partially paralyzed by the explosion of the shell. After a month of medical care in 
North Africa station hospitals, PFC Rasnake was returned to the states 2 May 1943. 

He was graduated from Graham High School in 1940 and was a star athlete during his four years at the school Son of R.K. Rasnake 
of Honaker, Virginia, young Rasnake had resided with Mr. And Mrs . V. C. Wysor, 906 Greever Avenue, Bluefield, Virginia for 
several years. Upon compl etion of his high school studies, he decided that he would join the Army and that he did in September 
1940. He wears a service bar today for his year's service before Pearl Harbor. 

On May 29, 1942, Rasnake went overseas with a host of other Yanks, bound for 
England. Asked if they ran into any trouble on the way over , he said three subs were 
sighted off the coast of Greenland, but depth charges brought them to the surface and 
shells did the rest, with no loss of Yank ships or men. 
After five months of training in England the Yanks left for this destination, the 
invasion of North Africa - and PFC Rasnake was right there. However, before leaving 
England, Rasnake just had to put in some good words for the English. He had nothing 
but praise for the fine spirit of an England at war, and their hospitality, he said , was 
superb. Gasoline in England? Yes, but scarcely little for civilians, Rasnake explained 
because England knew there was a war on and didn't take anything the military might 
need to win it. What did the Engli sh think of the Yanks ? Many had so much 
confidence they thought the war would be over within six months after the Yanks 
landed, Rasnake said. 

PFC Rasnake had nothing but praise for the fighting prowess of the Germans. 
Speaking of them he said, they didn't give an inch, they didn't have to, and they were 
smart , too . One day we had drawn our defense lines in an olive orchard. There were a 
few olive trees on the opposite hill. Each morning, though they seemed to change 
position, new ones cropping up here and there. Later after the Germans started firing , 
we knew what had been happening. They had drawn closer shielded by the olive trees and had drawn their guns up with them. Well 
we leveled that whole hillside with machine gun fire and that was the last of their sneak play. 

The Italians, though had no heart for fighting, young Rasnake said . One Italian prisoner asked him how the Dodgers were doing. He 
went ahead to explain that he was educated in America, but upon go ing back to Italy , Mussolini put him in the Italian Army and 
made him fight. 

Ambrose Rasnake 
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The closest shave he had before being wounded, Rasnake said, was one morning when he and the other Yanks were 
awakened by the machine gun fire in the Kassarine Pass. The Germans had sneaked up on them and machine gun fire 
passed right through the pup tent in which he was sleeping. The Germans were so close the Yanks could hear the German 
officers shouting orders, Rasnake said, and after the Yanks had rallied from the surprise attack and started up a furious 
fusillade of fire at the Nazis at the top of the hill, a Nazi officer barked an order (at least it sounded like an order to the 
Yanks) and the Germans retreated. 

PFC Rasnake, after lying in Army hospitals for the past five and one-half months, said he was anxious to get a new 
assignment in the Army and this he will do when he reports to Camp Cheffey, Arkansas, the latter part of this month. 

P.S.: To conclude the interview, young Rasnake brought up his strongest feeling in the war this far: "When the nurse told 
me I was going back to the States, it hurt like everything to realized that I was leaving a group of fellows in North After 
(now probably in Italy) with whom I had trained and fought for three ~ 

PFC Rasnake has another brother Warner Samuel, who joined the United States Navy last month." 

Warner Samuel Rasnake 
The following excerpts below are from a 1956 Letter ofCommendation. 

"M/SGT Rasnake has always kept his battery administration system functioning efficiently and
 
in strict conformance with regulations and policies set forth by higher headquarters ... A
 
reflection of [his leadership] is the noteworthy performance attained in winning three straight
 
battery tests, two Inspector General Inspections, one Command Maintenance Inspection, and
 
Honor Battery of the Year for 1955 and 1956... He personally conducts and participates in
 
physical training and recreation to the maximum extent, commensurate with his other duties,
 
which reflects the high degree of physical fitness the personnel enjoy. Frequent and rigid billet
 
and police area inspections are a part of his everyday routine. His interest in this led to his
 
model alert pack being selected by the 35th Field Artillery Group Commander as standard for
 
the entire group... His appearance and military bearing is
 
above reproach and his opinions and ideas have contributed
 
greatly to the success of the unit."
 

He married, first, Helen Elizabeth Roman, daughter of
 
Richard (Dicky) Roman and Maudie V. Puckett. They had
 
one son, Samuel Lynn Rasnake. In 1948, Warner married,
 
second, Vera Kurotschka, daughter of Lukian Kurotschka
 
and Mary Kiska, in Landshut, West Germany. Because
 
Warner was in the military, they had to have multiple
 
wedding ceremonies: one to satisfy the Army and one to
 
satisfy the local government. Vera was born 15 Jan 1929 in
 
Gitomir, Ukraine, Russia. They had three sons: Sandy Sean
 
(born 19 Jan 1953 in Nurnberg, Germany); Marty
 
Robin (born 17 June 1954 in Fort Lee, Va.) and Luke
 
Blaine (born 22 Mar 1962 at Fort Bragg, Fayetteville,
 
N.C.)
 

Warner S. Rasnake
 

Vera Kurotchka
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Morgan Rasnake, b. 23 Jan 1926. 
Son of William Jasper and Margaret 
Rasnake . Inducted 1 Apr 1944 and 
received Basic Training at Ft. 
Blanding, Florida, 66th Div. 
Shipped out to England and landed 
in France 5 Dec 1944 and fought in 
the Battle of the Bulge. Discharged 
1946. 

Olin Rasnick, son of Stephen and 
Alma Rasnick. Served our country 
in the US Navy during WWII. 

John Bray Rasnick, 7017-202 . 
Served in the US Coast Guard 
during WWII 10 Aug 1943 thru 15 
Nov 1944. 
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Research by Frieda Patrick Davison
 
Most spellings and information were obtained from the book:
 

"A Tribute to World War II Veterans of Russell County, Virginia" 

With additoiuil information contributed by various 

Rasnick-Rasnake-Rasnic 
cousins. 
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**E. Tyler Rasnic, b. in Lee Co., Va. Enlisted in the US Navy in Dec 1942 and entered "* 
Midshipman's School at the University of Notre Dame. Commissioned as Ensign, he : 
then served with the Amphibious Forces in the Florida Island training boat crews in * 
assault landings. Next assignment was to the Assault Transport APH Pinkney and was * 
involved in the Iwo lima, Leyte, Peleliu, Luzon, Okinawa and Hollandia Campaigns. : 
During the latter action the Pinkney was hit by a Kamikaze plane carrying a 1000 lb. * 
bomb. Forty-four men were killed during the attack. Released from active duty as a * *Lieutenant in Dec 1945. 

"** ** ** 
: Raymond Kemper Rasnake 

: slo Roby Kernan Rasnake 

: and Ethel Compton.

"* Ernest Arthur Rasnick

"** US Army, Military Police. 

**** ***** ***** Dentin Dewel Rasnake 

slo Jim and Carmie Rasnake.**
***** 

Victor Franklin Rasnick 

US Army, Peacetime. 

Steven Howard Rasnick 

US Army. 

Graham Kenneth Rasnake 

slo Jim and Carmie Rasnake. 

: 

** ** 
"** 

Sp/4 Richard Scott Rasnic : 

MSG Rufes Dave Rasnic, Jr. : 

sons ofRufes Dave Rasnic : 

and Thelma Ball. * 
**
*** 
****** *** 

Carson Rasnick **
slo Allen and Beryl Rasnick. **

*****t: Corporal Douglas MacArthur Rasnake 

t son of Tandy and Mabel Rasnake :

* Award - Best in 7th Army Rifle Team. * 
* *
 
: 
* Mary Louise Lovelady Smith *t 
t WA 8 512925 - US Army. : 

* *
 * *
: Douglas Rasnake Mary Sue Rasnick Carter Mary Sue Rasnick-: 

*************************************
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JAMES CORNET RASNAKE, entered service in 1947. Received 
Basic Training in Ft. Jackson, SC. Sent to Korea in 1948 with the 
7th Division, 32nd Regiment, 3rd Battalion E Company. The 32nd 
was made into the 5th Regiment Combat Team and sent to Hawaii 
in 1949. Reassigned to the 1st Cavalry Division, 3rd Battalion I 
Company and sent back to Korea from Aug 1950 to Sep 1951. He 
was sent back to Ft. Jackson because of a wound to the leg and 
hand. He was awarded a Purple Heart, Qualification Combat 
Infantryman Army Ist Award, Good Conduct Award, National 
Defence Service Award, Korean Service Award, Army of Occupa
tion WWII United Nations Service Award. Discharged on 2 Oct 
1951 at the rank of Sergeant First Class. 

ROBERT E. LEE RASNICK, b. 
3 Mar 1935. Son of William 
Abednigo Rasnick and Nora Lee 
Moore. Served in the US Marines 
during the Korean War. Brother 
Byrl Rasnick served in WW II. . 

., ./ j( V{ r~--',~ . 

RALPH ROLAND RASNICK 

son of Grady Ezekiel Rasnick and 
Esther Rasnick. Shown in the 
photo above with his mother 
Esther. Served our Country in the 
US Army Air Corps in Korea and 
also during WWII. 

WOODROW WILSON 
RASNICK, b. 11 Aug 1914 in 
Selton, Va. Son of Joseph H. 
Rasnick and Ida Honaker. 
Served in Korea and WWII. 
For complete story and list of 
awards, see article in the 
preVIOUS pages. 

/~~~~:t ._. <~1t\ Charlie Willis "Pete" Rasnake, although not verifie~, believed to be a 
1$ ( ';" o' ~ ; 5 \ (" .... "l~ son of Leonard Rasnake and ~ora Rasna.ke. Inducted mto the Army 27 
~ " .'.:.Im.· ' .. t: 'eb 1945. Fought at the Chosin Reservoir, Nov and Dec 1950. He was 
1""::Jr,'>,, ;;.~_;;.:i ... .;.:::;:/ a member of the "Chosin Few". Also served in WWII. .. ....& :..... .~' ~ 

<,,.~f*,~'o' 
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KIA
 
RUFES DAVE RASNIC SIDNEY MCARTHUR 

PFC-E3-Army-Selective 
OLEN WESLEY RASNIC 

Entered the US Army 22 RASNICK, was born on 23 
Service. 1st Infantry Oct 1963 and retired 1 Aug 1944 and joined the Armed ivision. 22 years old, Nov 1989 with the Rank Forces while in Clawson, MI. Single, Caucasian, Male. of Command Sgt. Major. He served as a 11B20 in the om June 14, 1943 from He was involved in two Army. In one year of service he uffield, Virginia. Length of Tours of Duty in attained the rank of PFCIE3.service 1 year . His Tour of VIETNAM, 1967-68 and Died of small arms fire on 13 Duty began on 28 Jul 1965. again in 1969. RUFES Sep 1967, at the young age of23 .Casualty was on 20 Jan DAVE RASNTC was SIDNEY MCARTHUR1966. SOUTH VIETNAM. injured in a helicopter RASNICK perished in the 

crash in 1969 and sent to service of our country in South 
Okinawa. Vietnam, Dihn Tuong. You can 

Awards Include: fmd him honored on the Vietnam 
Veteran's Memorial on Panel Legion of Merit 
26E, Row 67. 

Meritorious Service
 

Medal
 

Army Commendation
 

Medal
 

Good Conduct Medal
 

ostile, died of wounds.
 

Wesley Rasnic 

National Defense 
GROUND CASUALTY, 

Service Medal
GUN, SMALL ARMS FIRE. 

Vietnam Service Medalody was recovered. l 

ROBERT JOSEPH RASNICKeligion Baptist. NCO Dev. Ribbon 
anel 04E - Line 80. b. 16 Oct 1949. Son of ByrlArmy Service Ribbon 

Rasnick and Marione Brace. 
Overseas Ribbon (2) Served in the US Army in Viet

Rep. of Vietnam nam. Wounded in Action. Both 
parents served in WWII, brother Campaign Ribbon 
David served in Vietnam, and 

Gold Recruiting Badge son Garrett is currently serving 
in the US Army, 

Son of Byrl Rasnick and 
Marione Brace. Served in 
the US Army in Vietnam. 
Both parents served in 
WWII, brother Bob also 
served in Vietnam. 
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OPERATION DESERT 

STORM-1991 

aluteWe 

OPERATION ENDURING
 
FREEDOM
 

200t-ongoing
 

OPERA TION IRAOI
 

FREEDOM
 

200s-ongoing
 

Overseas Service Ribbon . Currently 
enlisted through 2005. Grandfather, 
grandmother, two uncles, a cousin 
and his brother have all served or are 
currently serving in the US Military . 

Pete Rasnick 

(See article in the 

following pages.) 

Benjamin Lee Fetzer, 

b. 18 Mar 1981. Son of Jan Fetzer 
and Marie Rasnick. Enlisted in the 
US Navy in Ju1 1999. Received 
Basic Training at Great Lakes Naval 
Station near Chicago, IL. Served 
aboard the USS Kitty Hawk CV-63 
stationed in Yokosuka, Japan for 
two years. Awarded "Junior Sailor 
of the Quarter USS Kitty Hawk" 1st 
Quarter 2002. Deployed to the Ara
bian Gulf during the War in Af
ghanistan. Currently AW2 (E-5) 
Electronic Warfare stationed at NAS 
in Jacksonville, FL. Awards include: , 
Good Conduct Medal, Armed 
Forces Expeditionary Medal, Na
tional Defense Medal, Meritorious 
Unit Citation, Sea Service Ribbon , 
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Dave Rasnic, Sf. and Thelma 
Ball. Is currently in the US 
Military with 18 years of ser
vice. Recruiting officer sta
tioned in Nashville, TN. His 
father, uncle and brother all 
served in the Military. 

, 

for Basic Training in August 2003. 

Lt. Garrett Rasnick, b. 13 Jul 
1983. Son of Robert Rasnick and 

-
LCDR Donald F. Potter, Jr. 

Is a descendant of Jacob and 
Mollie Rasnick through the Joseph 
Skeens and Julianna Rasnick line. 
He joined the Army in Aug 1979. 
Received Basic Training Aug-Oct 
1979 at Ft. Dix, NJ. Attended 
Flight School Oct 1979-Aug 1980 
in Ft. Rucker, AL. AH-lS (Cobra) 
Course Aug-Oct 1980, Ft. Rucker, 
AL. Served in the 501st Aviation 
Battalion Nov 1980-1983 in 
Illesheim, West Germany. Warrant 
Officer Advanced Course Jan-Apr 
1984, Ft. Rucker, AL. Army Test 
Pilot Course May-Sep 1984, Ft. 
Eustis, Va. 3/4 Cavalry 
(redesignated 5/9 Cavalry) Oct 
1984-1987 in Schofield Barracks, 
HI. Received direct commission in 
the US Coast Guard Oct 1987 
and was stationed in several 
different stations before his current 
station at NAS Whiting Field, 
Milton, FL. Don is a helicopter 
pilot and has recently logged his 
6,000th flight hour in military 
helicopters on 27 Mar 2003. He 
has 24 years of service to date. 

I-=:.CiC================================.ILJ-==

Melinda Gorman. (Pictured above at 
ar right during his participation in the 

Bataan Death March.) Graduated from 
the New Mexico Military Institute 17 
May 2003. Commissioned as Second 
Lieutenant in the US Army. Will 
continue his education at the 
University of Northem Colorado at 
Greeley, CO. Grandfather and 
grandmother, father, uncle and two 
cousins have been or are currently in 
the US Military. 

Travis Rasnake currently serving in 
the US Military. 

Joshua David 

Fetzer, b. 17 
Mar 1983. Son of 
Jan Fetzer and 
Marie Rasnick. 
Enlisted in the US 
Army May 2003. 

Will be reporting 

SPC Gary Keith 

Rasnake, b. 18 May 1964. 
Son of David Rasnake and 
Shirlene Powers. Enlisted in 
the US Army in 1984. Ser
geant First Class, Chemical 
Warfare. Stationed at Ft. Le
onardwood, MO. BNCOC 
Phase 1 & 2, 1998. B20/30 
Phase 1 & 2, 2002. ANCOC 
Phase I & 2, 2002. 

MSG Rufes Dave 

Rasnic, Jr. Son of Rufes 
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Richlands Native is a Frequent 
'Visitor' to Iraq 

By MIKE STILL 
Bristol Herald Courier 
Monday, March 24,2003 
ABOARD THE USS THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT -- Iraq has been a constant in 
Pete Rasnick's life since 1991. 

The 42-year-old Navy commander and native 
of Richlands flew combat from the 
Roosevelt's flight deck in the opening night 
of Operation Desert Storm as a 30-year-old 
A-6E Intruder attack pilot. Twelve years later, 
Rasnick is an operations planner for Rear 
Admiral John C. Harvey Jr. ' s Carrier Cruiser 
Destroyer Group 8 -- a formation centering 
on the 1,092-foot Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
and consisting of the Aegis-class cruisers 
USS Anzio and USS Cape St. George; the 
guided-missile destroyers USS Arleigh Burke, 
USS Porter and USS Winston Churchill; the 
guided-missile frigate USS Carr; and the 
combat support ship USNS Arctic. 
In addition to her escorts, the Roosevelt also 
carries approximately 80 aircraft of Air Wing 
8; three squadrons ofF/A-18C Hornet strike 
fighters; one squadron ofF-14 Tomcat 
dual-role fighter and attack aircraft; one 
squadron each of S-3B Viking anti-submarine 
and anti-shipping jets; E-2C Hawkeye 
airborne early warning turboprop planes; 
EA-6B Prowler electronic warfare jets; and 
H-60 OceanhawkiSeahawk helicopters. 
Rounding out the Roosevelt's presence in the 
Mediterranean is its pairing with an almost 
identical battle group centered on her sister 
ship, the USS Harry S Truman. Rasnick said 
last week that he and the group's officers and 
sailors have done well despite weeks of 
uncertainty since the carrier left Norfolk on 
Jan. 6. "I see a sense of relief," Rasnick said 
via e-mail last week before missile strikes in 
Baghdad Wednesday night heralded the 
beginning of operations. "Waiting around, not 
knowing what is going to happen is tough. 
Although morale has remained high, it is 

liJ.,----

difficult to focus on a task that has no start 
time." 
Rasnick coordinates the group's Main 
Planning Cell, which consists of representa
tives of all parts of the group. That cell, he 
said continually receives and evaluates a, ., 

range of information to decIde how ShIpS are 
positioned, how to react to a range of 
emergency situations and how to carry out 
combat operations if ordered. "Our daily 
routine or 'battle rhythm' consists of a series 
of planning meetings that feed into each. 
other," Rasnick said. "We also have a VIdeo 
teleconference with our boss every day. The 
routine has not changed since the president's 
speech. We try and maintain the same battle 
rhythm no matter what the circumstances to 
avoid making big changes when we are 
actually involved on combat operations." 
Rasnick said his current routine is a more 
complex and broader responsibility than when 
he was an attack pilot with VA-36 "Roadrun
ners." "Twelve years ago, I was a young 
lieutenant," Rasnick recalled. "My focus was 
purely on the flying aspect. After the war 
started, all I did was plan, fly, eat and sleep. I 
knew very little about how the battle group 
operated, and how I fit into the big scheme. 
''Now, it's almost the opposite," Rasnick 
added. "I'm on the other end of the spectrum, 
looking at the big picture." 
Recounting his first operational flight over 
Iraq in 1991, Rasnick called it "surreal" as he 
went over final checklists with his bombar-

Pete Rasnick 

_ 
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dier/navigator before attacking bridge targets at 
night. "Time seemed to stand still as I approached 
the target with my heart pounding, not knowing 
what to expect ," Rasnick said. "After dropping 
my ordnance and turning away from the target, I 
saw a lot of flashes in my mirrors and thought I 
was the flashes of bombs going off on the 
ground. It turned out to be anti-aircraft artillery ." 
As the Navy phased the Intruder out of service, 
Rasnick moved with his family from Virginia 
Beach to Jacksonville, Fla., and converted to the 
F/A-18C Hornet. Eventually joining VFA-131 
Wildcats aboard the USS George Washington, 
Rasnick flew several missions over southern Iraq 
in 1994 and 1995 as part of Operation Southern 
Watch to enforce one of two no-fly zones over 
Iraq. "It was very strange flying over the same 
ground I had visited only a few years before in 
Desert Storm," Rasnick said. "The craters were 
still visible in some 'areas. There was little to no 
Iraqi activity in the no-fly zone during that 
period, and most flights amounted to a sight
seeing tour of endless desert." 
After tours in the Navy's Hornet conversion 
squadron and at the Pentagon, Rasnick joined the 
Roosevelt battle group this past January in time 
for her current deployment. He said that he has 
seen two major changes in shipboard life between 
his two tours on the Roosevelt. "Communications 
is a big one," Rasnick recounted. "On my 

will be lots of standouts when it's all over." 

previous deployments, the only contact I had 
with home was mail, which took 10 to 14 
days, or to call when we pulled into port . 
Now I can sit at my desk and e-mail family 
and friends any time I want. "The other big 
change is having women on Navy ships," 
Rasnick added. "The Roosevelt has more 
women than any 
other carrier -
over 800 out of 
about 5,500 total 
crew." In terms of 
weapons, Rasnick 
said that 
improvements in 
guided weapons 
since Desert 
Storm also have 
made a major difference for pilots. "They 
allow us to hit targets with pinpoint accuracy, 
avoiding collateral damage and saving 
innocent lives," Rasnick noted. "It's hard to 
say what we can expect from Saddam. He is 
capable of trying almost anything, so we have 
to be ready for anything." In addition to 
communications, getting news has improved 
for the crews in the battle group, Rasnick 
said. Sailors can watch 10 different U.S. 
channels, including CNN. "A couple weeks 
ago, we took aboard about a dozen profes
sional reporters to live with us indefinitely," 
Rasnick added. "The Department of Defense 
feels it is essential for them to tell the factual 
story -- good or bad -- before others seed the 
media with disinformation and distortions. " 
Rasnick said the current deployment will be 
his last. "My next assignment will be to NAS 
Pensacola, where I will serve as a flight 
instructor for two to three years, then retire. 
Otherwise, having only been here for two 
months, nothing stands out about this 
deployment. We have been completely 
focused on the task at hand. I'm sure there 

AMERICA 
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RASNICK-RASNAKE-RASNIC Family Reunion Into: 

May 25 JIM RASNAKE REUNION - Jim Rasnake Cemetery 

June 28 TOM &. SARAH RASNAKE REUNION - Council Park Shed #1 

1st Sunday in August: 
JONAS RASNAKE REUNION - Council Park Shed #2 
SUSIE RASNAKE STREET REUNION - Council Park Shed #3 
RASNICK REUNION - Lebanon High School Cafeteria 
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UPDATE 

On the (jJhoto at 
right that was Jea
tured in the last 
issue: 

fio. 3 ~. 4 (back 
row, middle) have 
been identified as 
brother and sister 
Grady and Ee
ther rf{.asnick by Jeanette rf{.asnick rf{ose. She did 
not Jeel that the man in the middle row with the 
mustache, fio. 11, earlier identified as Joseph 
rf{.asnick, was correct 
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