
The Lebanon News INDEX     
  Obituaries............Page 2A
  Calendar .............Page 4A
  Viewpoint............Page  3A
  Sports...................Page  1B
  Classifieds...........Page 6A 75¢ Per Copy

126th YEAR - 7498          TWO  SECTIONS - 16 PAGES              WEDNESDAY, May 8, 2013            JERRY E. LARK, EDITOR           LEBANON, VIRGINIA         

“Russell County’s Family Newspaper Since 1880”

75¢ each

The Lebanon News 
“Russell County’s Family Newspaper Since 1880”

Member Of Virginia 
Press Association

After Trip To Find 
Rasnake Roots In 
Germany, Descendants 
Work To Designate 
Cemetery With 
Historical Marker
 A cemetery located in the Glade 
Hollow area of Russell County 
is the final resting place for the 
first of the Rasnick, Rasnake and 
Rasnic people in America, Mr. 
Jacob Rasnick.

Marie Rasnick Fetzer, Doyle Rasnick and Frieda Patrick Davison at 
the Jacob and Mollie Counts Rasnick and family monument marker 
in the Glade Hollow Cemetery. The cemetery is located at a private 
residence off of River Mountain Road on Rt. 640 on the side of a hill 
on the left shortly before the intersection of Rt. 740.

Rasnake descendants placing memorial at Glade Hollow cemetery 
October 1977. The memorial reads “In Fond Memory Of Jacob & Mollie 
Counts Rasnick. Hessian Revolutionary War Soldier & The Parent Of All 
Rasnicks, Rasnakes, Rasnics. Their children were: John, Jacob Jr., Elijah, 
Margaret, Lazarus, Mary, Nancy, Jonas & Christina.”

Descendants Discover First Rasnake To America Rests In Russell County
 During early research, the 
family descendants of Jacob 
Rasnick heard many stories about 
their ancestor. Family tradition 
held that Jacob was a “Hessian” 
soldier who was captured by 
his ruler’s Army while he was 
working in the family wheat field. 
His ruler then sold him and his 
fellow soldiers to England’s King 
George III to be sent to America 
to fight against the rebels in 
what has become known as our 
American Revolution.

 Another story handed down 
was that his mother desperately 
tried to secure his release but was 
unsuccessful. Reconciling herself 
to his fate, she said goodbye to 
him by giving him a Bible to 
carry with him. 
 The American descendants 
who were working diligently to 
find out more about Jacob knew 
that somehow, someway he came 
to stay in America after the war 
ended.
 These stories needed to be 
confirmed. In 2001, The Jacob 
Rasnick Project was formed by 
descendants here in America to 
continue in depth research.  At 
least three generations before the 
members of The Jacob Rasnick 
Project had attempted to confirm 
this information. The most well 
known researchers were Judge 
Elihu Jasper Sutherland and Effie 
Pearl Rasnick. Judge Sutherland 
and his wife Hetty authored a 
landmark book for the family 
titled “Some Descendants of 
John Counts of Glade Hollow 
[SW Virginia] 1722-1977”. 
However, the section about 
Jacob, who married John 
Counts daughter Mollie, merely 
repeated the family stories and 
did not provide additional source 
information. John Counts and 
his wife Magdalena, and Jacob 
Rasnick and his wife Mollie 
Counts all migrated together from 
Shenandoah County to Russell 
County in 1789 and they all lived 
on adjoining farms in Glade 
Hallow. They and their families 
were early Southwest Virginia 
pioneers.
 One of the biggest stumbling 
blocks the family encountered 
while researching was that they 
did not know Jacob’s true name. 
They knew the spelling had 
been altered through the years. 
In the court house located here 
in Russell County there are at 
least five different spellings of 
his names-sometimes they are 
different in the same document.

 Frieda Marie Patrick Davison, a 
descendant and a lead researcher 
in The Jacob Rasnick Project, 
discovered some clues in the 
mid-1990’s to uncovering the 
story of Jacob. In a book titled 
“Mercenaries from Ansbach 
and Bayreuth Who Remained in 
America After the Revolution,” by 
Clifford Neal Smith, there is only 
one soldier listed under the “R’s”: 
Johann Jacob Ruehrschneck. She 
was able to seek assistance from 
a Hessian researcher in Nova 
Scotia. Over the next couple 
of years, they continued to 
communicate and it was agreed 
that Johann Jacob Ruehrschneck 
was their Jacob Rasnake.
 This fact changed the entire 
focus of the research. They finally 
knew his true name. They also 
had a location. While all German 
soldiers who were brought to 
America to fight in the Revolution 
are commonly referred to as 
Hessian, the researchers now 
knew Jacob was actually from a 
village located somewhere within 
the principality of Ansbach.
 So as The Jacob Rasnick Project 
formed to find Jacob in Germany, 
it required steady work and of 

course a lot of funding. Marie 
Rasnick Fetzer, a resident in 
Georgia, and Frieda Marie Patrick 
Davison of South Carolina served 
as main researchers. Harriet Ellen 
Rasnick instituted a DNA Project, 
and Lynn Rasnake Thompson 
was the Treasurer for the Project 
managing donations and paying 
the bills.
 In 2003 their next break came 
when a 1785 signature of Jacob 
Rasnick was found in Shenandoah 
County courthouse records. Jacob 
wrote in German, signing himself 
“Jacob Rihrschneck”, providing 
the proof that they were one and 
the same. 
 At this time, The Jacob Rasnick 
Project hired German researcher 
Sabine Schleichert who, after a 
long and difficult search, found 
Jacob in Germany and provided 
them with his pedigree. Sabine 
kept records on all the people 
she found of the Ruehrschneck 
surname, compiling the first 
database and GEDCOM on this 
previously unresearched family. 
They also found out that the name 

(See Descendants
 Page 5A)

Last Day For 
Students Is June 7

By: Heather Powers
 The Russell County School 
Board approved to reinstate re-
tirement with the incentive during 
the regular monthly meeting on 
Thursday evening.
 Interested employees have 45 
business days open for retirement 
decision as of May 3, 2013 with 
the incentive and seven rescind 
days available after they file for 
retirement.
 The Board also set June 7 as the 
end date for students for the 2012-
2013 school year.
 During delegations not on the 
agenda comments from the pub-
lic were accepted. Prudence Dil-

Fayrene Plaster was recognized by the Russell County School Board for 17 years of dedicated service to 
Russell County Schools. She was presented a plaque and rocking chair and is seen with the Russell County 
School Board, Superintendent Dr. Brenda Hess and Clerk Tammy Gilbert.

School Board Reinstates 
Retirement Incentive Deadline

Kathy Rhea of Lebanon Middle 
School FBLA was presented a 
plaque by the Russell County 
School Board in recognition 
of the Lebanon Middle School 
FBLA Chapter for being named 
an Honor Chapter at the 2012-
2013 FBLA State Leadership 
Conference.

lon asked several questions and 
made several statements to the 
Board regarding why they should 
go ahead and close the remainder 
of the small schools and make it a 
priority to keep programs such as 
engineering, band, music, etc. in 
the schools.
 Some other comments were 
heard from parents and teachers re-
garding the need for the county to 
step in and fund education because 
the children are the future.
 The Board explained they are 
working diligently to fund education 
and teachers jobs. They explained 
they already are planning a joint 
meeting with the Russell County 
Board of Supervisors this month and 
there will be a continued meeting of 
the Russell County School Board on 
May 16 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

 Information reflected in 
Virginia’s Educational Disparities 
report released May 2013 
indicates that Russell County now 
stands at the bottom in average 
teacher salary.
 Russell County was ranked 
number 132, last in all Virginia 
public school districts with an 
average teacher salary of $36,152 
for 2011-2012. Ranked number 
one was Alexandria at $70,557 
for an average teacher salary.
 Russell County also showed a 
low local effort standing and was 
ranked at number 130 with funds 
per pupil at $1,733. At the bottom 
was Scott County at $1,435 and 
number one was Arlington at 
$15,780.
 Russell County did reflect a 
good job with Administrative 
efforts with lower expenditures 
for technology-related activities, 
as well as software, hardware, 
and infrastructure purchases and 
for establishing and administering 
policy for division operations 
including board services, 
executive administration, 
information services, personnel, 
planning services, fiscal services, 
purchasing, and reprographics.
 The Virginia Education 
Association Research Division 
uses data from the Department 

of Education’s Annual 
Superintendent’s Report to 
prepare “Virginia’s Educational 
Disparities” and appreciates their 
work.
 This report looks at differences 
between localities in school 
funding and other indicators 
that assess the quality of 
education. This report presents 
information on school financing 
from all sources, the number of 
instructional personnel, average 
salaries for teachers and other 
instructional staff, number of 
students in each school division 
and data on graduation rates and 
dropouts.
 The conclusion of the full report 
stated, “Disparity in education 
in Virginia persists. Education 
is generally seen as a stepping 
stone to the middle class. Without 
a more rigorous effort to equalize 
funding and resources by the 
state, unequal opportunities 
result in inequitable educational 
results for our children. Our 
elected officials can implement 
more testing for children, link 
test scores to a teacher’s pay, 
increase the number of days and 
hours students are in school but 
ignoring the impact of insufficient 
resources leads to ineffective 
‘reforms’”. 

Report Indicates That 
Russell County Now 
Stands At Bottom In 
Average Teacher Salary
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This house was built on what is believed to be the site of the 
original Jacob and Mollie Rasnick home place and still stands 
there today in Glade Hollow. The photo circa 1900 shows the 
Charles Rasnake Family who are identified as follows: Boy on 
the roof with dog is Samuel D. Rasnake; leaning on the porch is 
Thomas Franklin Rasnake; next in line with the beard is Steven 
Sheridan Rasnake; sitting in the chair is Charles Rasnake (son 
of Jacob Rasnake, Jr. and Judith Finney. Jacob, Jr. was the son 
of Jacob Rasnake and Mollie Counts); the woman in the black 
behind and to the right of Charles is his wife, Elizabeth. The girls 
are their daughters; there were three Laura, Harriet and Sally. 
Elizabeth had a daughter before she and Charles were married 
and her name was Martha. Martha had three daughters, Beulah, 
Sade and Kate. The small girls in the picture are most likely 
Beulah and Sade. One of the three women in the picture could be 
Martha. One of the daughters is not pictured. Also not pictured is 
another son Jacob (Jake).

Doyle Rasnick, Marie Rasnick Fetzer and Frieda Patrick 
Davison are seen discussing where they would like to see a 
historical marker at the bottom of the hill from the Glade Hollow 
Cemetery.

Rasnake house as it stands today in Glade Hollow located on Rt. 
640, north of the town of Lebanon. It sits on the side of a hill on 
the right, shortly before the intersection of Rt. 740.

is still very rare with only 
about 35 Ruehrschneck 
families still living in 
Germany. The Jacob Rasnick 
Project then wondered if they 
could connect with them.
 In 2008, family member 
Harriet Ellen Rasnick 
organized a DNA project for 
the family. Not only were 
American cousins tested, 
but she found and arranged 
for Christian Ruehrschneck 
of Selbitz, Germany, to be 
tested. These results matched 
36 out of 37 markers between 
the Jacob Rasnake group and 
Christian. Now there was 
scientific confirmation that 
there was a 99% likelihood 
of a shared common 
ancestor in a genealogical 
time frame. This shared 
common ancestor turned out 
to be Andreas Rierschneckh, 
an Austrian emigrant who 
had fled his homeland in 
1653 because of religious 
persecution from the 
Catholic Church.
 Throughout all the 
progress, several family 
myths were shattered through 
the research. These included 
dispelling previously 
published accounts of Jacob, 
such as “he was captured at 
the battle of Saratoga.” The 
myth of “he was wounded 
and left on a battlefield and 
rescued by John Counts 
whose daughter he would 
later marry” was also 
demolished. Also, it was not 
true that the family name was 
associated with the group 
known as the “Melungeons” 
a tri-racial isolate in the 
Appalachia which was a mix 
between European, African 
and Indian ancestry.
 However, it is known that 
Jacob was a son of George 
Ruehrschneck and Anna 
Schwanzer. George was a son 
of Matthias Ruehrschneck 
and Eva Hosemann. 
Matthias was a son of 
Andreas and Margaretha 
Riehrschneck. Andreas 
was a son of Andreas and 
Magdalena Rierschneckh. 
“Old” Andreas was born in 
1612 and would have been 
the great great grandfather 
of Jacob.
 Through collaborations 
with the various researchers, 
archives, and historians, the 
group  discovered the path 
that Jacob traveled after he 
arrived in America. After 
more than 12 weeks on the 
water, Jacob and his fellow 
soldiers landed on Staten 
Island. He came to America 
in 1777. From there he 
participated in battles at 
Philadelphia, Newport, 
Springfield, and Yorktown. 
After the British surrender at 
Yorktown, he and the other 
captured German soldiers 
were marched as Prisoners 
of War to a POW camp at 
Winchester, Va. They were 
later marched to Frederick, 
Md. From there, they were 
scheduled to march to Long 
Island to be shipped back 
to Germany. At some point 
between arriving at Frederick 
and arriving on Long Island 
to be shipped back to 
Germany, Jacob made his 
escape and came back to the 
Shenandoah Valley where he 
later married Mollie Counts.
 By 2011, the descendants 
learned so much. Then, due 
to the suggestion of creative 
cousin Marie Rasnick Fetzer, 
they went on a family trip to 
Germany to actually see the 
places the ancestors lived, 
worked and worshiped. They 
used “Routes to the Roots”, 
a Germany based institute to  
design a  heritage tour for 
the Rasnick/Rasnic/Rasnake 
families for ten days in 
October 2012 in which 12 
descendants attended.
 During the tour they 
visited many places and 
were welcomed by many 

Descendants
From page 1A) excited residents in the 

communities. In Ansbach 
they toured the ruler’s palace. 
Christian Frederick Charles 
Alexander, Margrave of 
Brandenburg-Ansbach, was 
one of the German rulers 
who sold his soldiers to 
King George III of England. 
It was his troops of which 
Jacob was a member. 
 In the village of Stein 
they were greeted by cousin 
Robert Ruehrschneck and his 
wife Angelica. They treated 
them to a delightful lunch in 
their home. Robert was very 
moved and pleased with a 
gift from their American 
cousin Doyle Rasnick of 
Tazewell, Virginia of a 
Virginia State Flag that had 
been flown over the capitol 
in Richmond.
 In Selbitz, they attended 
a Sunday church service. 
Even though the service 
was in German, the organist 
surprised everyone as he 
closed by playing “The Star 
Spangled Banner.” This was 
a very touching moment for 
the family.
 Another emotional event 
on the tour was the planting of 
a “family tree” in Christian’s 
garden. Each family member 
added a shovel full of dirt. 
Afterward, a container of 
dirt was dug from Jacob’s 
grave in Glade Hollow and 
shipped to Germany to be 
spread over the family tree.
 The tour was summed 
up well by Marie Rasnick 
Fetzer  when she stated, “In 
the end, we did not bring our 
Jacob home to us, but rather, 
through the guiding Hand 
of Providence, returned 
him back to the land of his 
birth, the land he was forced 
to leave so very long ago. 
We saw the land where he 
was born; we honored his 
existence and survival in 
America by telling his story; 
we spoke his name there 
out loud for the first time in 
260 years…we set his spirit 
free. As a family we have 
yearned for this moment for 
generations, and through 
this pilgrimage, we are now 
at peace.”
 Today, the group is in the 
process of trying to have a 
historical marker placed on 
the road that leads up to the 
grave site in Glade Hollow 
at 2453 River Mountain 
Road. This is near the 
home of Elizabeth Rasnake 
Monk. Elizabeth Rasnake 
Monk was the last Rasnake 
descendant born in a white 
house across the road from 
her new brick home. The 
Charles Rasnake family 
lived in the white house and 
it was built after an original 
log house burned down from 
a chimney fire. Charles was 
a grandson of Jacob Rasnake 
the Hessian soldier, and the 
son of Jacob Rasnake, Jr. 
and Judith Finney. Charles 
and his wife Elizabeth are 
buried in the cemetery with 
Jacob.
 Elizabeth Rasnake Monk’s 
son Tom lived in the white 
house until a new home 
was built across the street 
in 1964. Elizabeth still lives 
there and her son Tom lives 
a couple miles up the road 
on property adjoining the 
old farm of Jacob Rasnake’s 
father-in-law, John Counts.
 To hear more about 
this exciting venture 
please plan to attend the 
Historical Society of Russell 
County spring meeting 
at the Old Courthouse in 
Dickensonville on Saturday, 
May 11 at 1:30 p.m. Mr. 
Doyle Rasnake, who also is 
known for his book Letters 
from the Quilted Bag (letters 
from Madison Ray during 
the Civil War), will be the 
guest speaker. He will speak 
about the visit to Germany 
and about The Jacob Rasnick 
Project.

RUSSELL COUNTY CONFERENCE CENTER
ANNUAL INDOOR/OUTDOOR

YARD $ALE

SATURDAY,
JUNE 22

8:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m.

Reservations are now being accepted for vendor space. 
Vendors are invited to bring their new and used items as well 
as baked goods to sell. Indoor space is limited and available 

on a first come first serve basis. 
Indoor vendor setup begins on June 21 from 5-8 p.m. 

and outdoor vendor setup begins at 7 a.m. on June 22.  
Vendor tear down is from 3 - 5 p.m. on June 22.

OUTDOOR VENDOR

SPACE: $10
(VENDOR MUST

PROVIDE TABLE)

INDOOR VENDORSPACE: $15
(TABLE PROVIDED)

For more information or to reserve your space, call 276-889-8180.

LHS FBLA Car Show
 Join us May 18, 2013 at Freedom 
Ford Dealership, Highway 19, 
Lebanon, VA for a Car Show 
(cars/trucks/race cars/and bikes 
welcome). All proceeds go to 
benefit the FBLA National Trip 
to Anaheim, CA. Sponsored by 
the National Guard. Registration 
$15-9:00 a.m. to Noon; Awards at 
3:30. Cruise In at 4:00 p.m.-9:30 
vehicles  welcome -  vendors, 
food, door prizes and live music! 
Easy E & the Porch Dawg Band 
(classic rock, country, bluegrass, U 
name it, they can sing it!) Survivor 
Ralph Kiser signing autographs. 
Spectator admission – donations. 
Awards:  dash plaques-1st 50; top 
10; top truck; top bike; best over 
all; and judging by popular vote.
 For more information, contact 
Sharon Owens 276-971-0672 or 
sowens@russell.k12.va.us.

 The Russell County Sheriff 
Office and the Federal Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
held a successful “Drug take 
back” day on Saturday April 
27, 2013 at the Lebanon Food 
City Parking Lot.  
 The event was intended to 
give the public a free, safe and 
convenient way to dispose of 
there unused prescription and 
over-the-counter medications.  
Every year there is an increase 
of the misuse and abuse of 
medication.  
 This year the Russell 
County Sheriff office turned in 
over 133 pounds of medication 
that was taken up and was 
turned over to the DEA for 
proper disposal.  By having 
these events is one way to help 
prevent medications from being 
misused, abused, and helps 
protect the environment by 
preventing the medication from 
containment the water if they 
are flushed down the toilet.  If 
you missed the event and have 
medication that needs to be 
disposed of you can follow the 
directions of the label of how 
to properly dispose of them or 
take them out of their original 
containers and mix them with 
an undesirable substance, such 
as used coffee grounds or kitty 
litter. The medication will be 
less appealing to children and 

 The Music Program of 
Southwest Virginia Community 
College is proud to present 
the Community Chorus in a 
Concert of Patriotic Music in 
salute to our nation’s Armed 
Forces, on Sunday, May 19, 
2013 at 3:00 pm. 
 Placed between U.S. Armed 
Forces Day and Memorial Day, 
this concert will feature choral 
arrangements of the Pledge 
of Allegiance, The National 
Anthem, God Bless America, 
America the Beautiful, and 
other patriotic favorites.  Also 
featured are Gettysburg, based 
on a poem by Herman Melville, 

SWCC Community Chorus To 
Perform Concert Of Patriotic Music

and Who Are the Brave?, a J. 
Paul Williams text set to music 
by noted composer Joseph 
Martin.  Proud to Serve, a 
medley of the official songs 
of the U.S. Armed Forces, 
is certain to be an additional 
crowd-pleaser.  Other music 
that celebrates the nation and 
its military will round out the 
concert. 
 The concert will be 
accompanied on organ, 
timpani, and brass. Organist is 
Dr. Joby Bell of Appalachian 
State University.
 According to director Dr. 
Joseph Trivette, “through the 

years we have done a number 
of patriotic songs, but this 
is our first full concert of 
patriotic or American -themed 
music, and we are proud to 
perform it for the Southwest 
Virginia audience.” 
 For the Chorus, the SWCC 
concert will be followed by 
their first-ever opportunity 
to perform at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington, DC, 
as part of the Memorial Day 
Choral Festival. On Sunday, 
May 26, the Chorus will 
join choirs from across the 
nation to perform under the 
conductorship of Dr. Craig 
Jessup, following two days 

of group rehearsals. They will 
also perform in pre-parade 
festivities for the Memorial 
Day Parade on Constitution 
Avenue. 
 The May 19 concert takes 
place in King Community 
Center at Southwest Virginia 
Community College, at 3:00 
pm. Admission is $5.00 at the 
door, and will help to support 
the Chorus trip to Washington. 
Veterans and active military 
will be admitted FREE!
 For further information, 
contact Pat McPherson at 
276.964.7391, or email 
patricia.mcpherson@sw.edu

National Prescription 
Drug Take Back Day

pets, and unrecognizable to 
people who may intentionally 
go through your trash.  Put 
them in a sealable bag, empty 
can, or other container to 
prevent the medication from 
leaking or breaking out of a 
garbage bag.  When in doubt 
about proper disposal, talk to 
your pharmacist.
 The Prescription Drug Take 
Back day was FREE to all 
residents of Russell County 
and was sponsored by the 
Russell County Sheriff Office 
and the DEA.  A special thank 
you to Food City, Appalachian 
College of Pharmacy, and 
the Medical Reserve Corps 
for there assistance in make 
this Drug take back day a 
successful one.  For more 
information on disposing of 
medication Contact the Russell 
County Sheriff Office at 276-
889-8033 or you can visit the 
www.fda.gov website for more 
information.

ALL ABOUT YOU
(Under New Ownership!)

Welcomes

 Kristen Mahoney
Salon Manager & Stylist

For Appts. Please Call

889-4247
72 W. Main St., Lebanon, VA
(Located Beside Family Drug)
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